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INTRODUCTION
Humpty Dumpty:  ‘Don’t stand there chattering to yourself like that but 
tell me your name and your business.

Alice: ‘My NAME is Alice, but--’

Humpty Dumpty:  ‘It’s a stupid enough name!’ ‘What does it mean?’

Alice:  ‘MUST a name mean something?’

Humpty Dumpty:  ‘Of course it must. MY name means the shape I am--and 
a good handsome shape it is, too. With a name like yours, you might be 
any shape, almost.’

How it all started
All street names mean something, even if the meaning is now lost for most 
people. The art is to rediscover it using history, botany, language, public 
records or even genealogy. This task has taken me nearly three years and 
is still not complete.

When I arrived in Colombo four years ago my son was just learning to 
read and I was curious about Sinhala script (I already knew Tamil script 
from my days in South India). Colombo’s street signs were a great way of 
practising and enjoying writing in three scripts: Sinhala, Tamil and English. 
Zooming around Colombo on my moped, we used to take photos of the 
signs that caught our eye. At home we would copy the letters and explore 
their shapes - recreating them in different sizes, colours and textures 
depending on the pens or crayons we were using. We also cut and pasted 
the photos onto coloured cardboard for our version of ‘Monopoly’ which 
used Colombo street names instead of the London ones.

But then I started to ask myself the fatal question, “What do they all 
mean?” And so the journey began. 

The index to Arjuna’s A-Z street atlas lists nearly 800 streets. Then there 
are the street name changes; many streets have an old name (often the 
one still in use) and a new name (the one in official use on road signs). 
Thus the list of streets to research stood at over a thousand. A tall order.
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I ‘bagged’ streets at first on a random, daily basis and only later started 
to approach the task systematically using a few key books, websites and 
libraries. 

The book really started to take shape during a 6-month secondment to 
Delhi when, on lonely weekends, I tapped out results on my laptop street-
by-street, letter-by-letter. Then, as now, I was gripped by the tales the 
streets told and the life stories I was discovering.

I decided to call the book ‘Colombo Jumbo’ in reference to the enormity 
of the task as I saw it and also in deference to those great Anglo-Indian 
dictionaries ‘Hobson-Jobson’ and ‘Hanklin-Janklin’.

Evolving Colombo Roads
When the first Governor, Frederick North, toured Ceylon in 1796 he did so 
with 160 palanquin bearers and 400 coolies. This was all necessary simply 
because there were no roads. It was only under Governor Barnes (see 
Barnes Place), Thomas Skinner (see Skinner’s Road) and Captain Dawson 
(see Dawson Street) that the road-building campaign started in earnest. 

Colombo in 1796 consisted of two principal streets in the Fort and not 
much else.  Pettah (outside the Fort) was described by Cordiner as ‘neat, 
clean and regular’ with five parallel streets. But the variety of communities 
which are still well represented in the modern street names of Colombo 
were already a feature in 1803 when Percival wrote: “There is no part 
of the world where so many different languages are spoken, or which 
contains such a mixture of nations, manners and religions.”

Soon after, the British moved northwards into Mutwal. Colombo North 
was, at this time, an exclusive and fashionable suburban residential 
area. As Colombo expanded it headed south and so did the well-heeled 
residents.

However, even in the late 19th century, south Colombo was still a greenfield 
site. In 1894 when Peter de Abrew, a Buddhist philanthropist, offered free 
land for founding a school in Brownrigg (now Keppetipola) Road, in what is 
now Havelock Town, his offer was turned down.  The site was so unfamiliar 
that it had to be shown on a survey map and it was considered too far 
away from central Colombo.

At this time Pettah, Maradana, Grandpass and Mutwal were all fully 
developed. Cinnamon Gardens and both sides of the Galle Road had built-
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up areas, but Kollupitiya and its surrounding areas were still open land 
with coconut plantations and fields. Alfred House was one huge garden 
and further down there was nothing beyond Laurie’s Road. 

A. W. Andree in 1947 described the changes to Slave Island in his own 
generation:  “Reclamation has robbed Lake Road of its former beauty. This 
was a red road that skirted a portion of the lake, with its fringe of bending 
bamboos. The Buddhist Temple at Hunupitiya was more picturesque than 
it is today, with its saffron buildings and flamboyants colourfully reflected 
in the placid waters of the lake.”

He mentions how residents used to enjoy boat rides on the lake going as 
far as the San Sebastian locks and describes a Vauxhall Street populated by 
dhobies laundering clothes and carters washing their bulls.

N.M. Ingram (see Ingram Road) painted a fascinating portrait of the state 
of the roads in 1904 when he started work in Colombo as a Municipal 
Engineer:  “Two-thirds of the road mileage was then surfaced with red 
gravel which was to be found even in Fort and Pettah. There were no set 
tracks for cars and no set paved roads, no bituminous carpets, and no 
surface painting. The city was plagued with local dust storms for which 
there was no remedy save by the totally inadequate bullock water cart. 
The Galle Face was a good place to watch the swirling dust clouds moving 
like water spouts, red on the sea side and white on the Centre Road.”

Apart from a few roads in the Fort, Kollupitiya and Cinnamon Gardens 
most streets were impossibly narrow: “Union Place had only been made 
up to a width of about 16 feet between rows of tulip trees and had no 
footways. Darley Road was little more than 20 feet wide; Panchikawatta 
and Skinner’s Roads were 1¾ miles of about 16 feet carriageway lined 
with Madras thorn trees. Prince of Wales Avenue did not exist, and the 
only exit to traffic to Kandy, Negombo &c was along the Grandpass tram 
route, entirely occupied by double tram lines. The central bus stand 
between Gasworks and Fifth Cross Streets was then the Municipal Stores 
and Workshops. Thurstan and Havelock Roads and the Galle Road were as 
narrow as the rest.” 

These reminiscences describe streets before they became proper 
highways, but also raise questions about what a street really is.
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What defines a street or a road?
The activity I have undertaken could be called ‘toponymy’, the study of 
place names and their origins, meaning and use. The word comes from 
the Greek topos (‘place’) and onymon (‘name’). But more specifically it 
is ‘odonymy’, the study of road names from the Greek odos (‘road’ or 
‘street’).

The English choice of ‘road’ or ‘street’ is not entirely arbitrary.  A ’road’ 
is primarily for motor vehicles, otherwise it is would be called a ‘path’ or 
‘way’. In urban districts, where there are built-up areas with residential or 
commercial properties, a ‘road’ becomes a ‘street’. 

An ‘avenue’ is simply a ‘street’ or a ‘road’ lined with trees, altogether a 
more salubrious location for the well-heeled. ‘Gardens’ take this one step 
further and one would expect to see a wide range of plants, flowers and 
trees laid out in some sort of planned space. 

A ‘grove’ conjures up an image of a road leading through a small group of 
trees.

Whereas a ‘road’ always has two lanes or more, a ‘street’ is often narrower. 
A ‘lane’ is even smaller and may be a single track with passing places; 
an ‘alley’ is normally for pedestrians only and runs between two lines of 
buildings. 

There are many names for dead end roads or cul-de-sacs (from the French 
‘bottom of the bag’): a ‘place’, a ‘close’ or a ‘court’. Sometimes the shape 
will determine a road’s epithet. A ‘square’ implies a space fully enclosed 
on four sides. A ‘crescent’ is a line of properties or buildings in the shape 
of a half moon.

In Sinhala the general spoken term is ‘para’ but the preferred written 
form, especially when transcribed using Roman script, is mawatha which 
is more like ‘avenue’ rather than ‘road’ or ‘street’. Only one street in this 
book actually has ‘para’ in the Roman script form of its name (Talgahawatta 
Para) and a few more have pedesa or ‘place’. 
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What’s in a street name?
Traditionally, street names were local and descriptive: a flower, a tree, an 
occupation, a property owner, a business, a market, an important building 
or a landscape. But street names are also national and reflect core political 
or religious values. This means that streets are often named after selected 
public figures who are deemed to be worthy of this special honour. 
This includes monks, artists, politicians, soldiers and philanthropists. 
Some of these, of course, are more famous and famous for longer than 
others – writers and Prime Ministers are easier to trace than landowners, 
councillors or engineers. Colombo has examples of both descriptive and 
honorific street names.

Before postal services arrived there was no need to manage street naming 
and local names prevailed. In Europe, street naming first came under the 
control of the public authorities in the 18th century, along with house 
numbers, postal codes and road signs.  

France led the way in naming streets for political purposes: Place de la 
Révolution, rue Napoléon and Place de la Bastille, for example. Other 
European capitals followed by commemorating leaders, military victories 
and official ideologies. When the regimes changed so did the street 
names. Sometimes this was a mammoth task. In East and West Berlin, for 
example, 427 streets changed their names between 1945 and 1951 in a 
national effort to forget the past and invent a new identity. 

Old Name-New Name
Colombo too has seen nearly two hundred street name changes, most 
of them in the last twenty years. British politicians and engineers have 
been replaced by local politicians, monks and artists. But the old names 
persist. Duplication Road, Baseline Road, Green Path and Union Place are 
still popularly called by these names rather than the ‘new’ ones. Often it 
is simply the length of the name and the number of syllables that works 
against the new names; some of the new names are three or four times 
longer than their old ones - compare Model Farm Road and Venerable 
Pelpola Vipassi Himi Mawatha, or, Dickman’s Road and Sir Lester James 
PeriesMawatha. I can’t imagine it would be easy to replace names like 
Barnes Place or Ward Place - which trip so easily off the tongue - and then 
expect people to start using them. In this book I have listed the origin of 
both old names and new names.
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Much of this reminds me of R.K. Narayan’s short story Lawley Road set 
in his mythical town of Malgudi. After Independence, local councillors 
were falling over themselves to win votes by renaming their streets after 
their national heroes. In the resulting confusion several roads ended up 
with the same names, mail was left undelivered and residents were not 
sure how to tell people where they lived. Lawley Road was another victim 
and the ‘unknown’ Lawley was portrayed as an evil colonial tyrant of the 
worst order. Only after his statue was taken down and disposed of did 
they discover that he was, in fact, the founder of Malgudi. He had been a 
strong advocate of Indian Independence, a promoter and scholar of Indian 
culture who spoke several Indian languages and, to top it all, he had lost 
his life trying to save villagers after a flood when their Indian leaders had 
run for high ground. The moral, I suppose, is that we have to distinguish 
between the real tyrants (Buller, Brownrigg, Torrington and Vyust) from 
those who made a more positive contribution (Anderson, Armour, Barnes, 
Gregory and Skinner). Similarly, it is heartwarming when a modern 
commemoration is commensurate with actual deeds.

The tragedy is that street naming is a very inefficient way of honouring 
heroes and public servants. The names remain forever fossilised on street 
signs but the life and deeds underlying them are long forgotten, even 
in the ‘new’ names. And this is what makes books like this necessary. 
Moreover, each street name change incurs costs such as new street signs, 
name boards and stationery, as well as the confusion of people using 
both names simultaneously. It is common to find roads where half of the 
shop signboards display the new name and the other half still use the 
old. Irritation about street names has even prompted many residents to 
protest against street name changes and even to suggest a moratorium 
on all future changes, particularly where changes are introduced without 
consulting local residents.

Since 1866 London has used blue plaques to commemorate people who 
lived and worked there. The great advantage of this system is that it can 
easily accommodate new names and the relationship between the name 
and the street is much clearer. London has nearly 900 of these and adds 
new ones at the rate of ten a year - plenty of room to accommodate a 
succession of notable people and space on the plaque to remind us what 
they did.

It is interesting to note, as Hulugalle does, that on the two occasions that 
Colombo Municipal Council tried to introduce some discipline into street 
naming, people were not mentioned at all and two consecutive reports on 
the subject suggested flower names instead. Stewart-Orr, the Municipal 
Assessor (1924-46), suggested that if residents were so keen to perpetuate 
their names then the Council should simply ‘take the Directory and use 
the surnames in it as and when necessary.’



ix

Deriving the origin of a street name
Sometimes studying street names feels a bit like watching the long-running 
BBC TV game show, Call My Bluff. The point of this game is for the teams to 
provide three definitions of an obscure word, only one of which is correct. 
Points are awarded for guessing which is the correct definition, the other 
two being “bluffs”. 

Sometimes it is impossible to find a clear origin for a street name and 
a shortlist of two or three “bluffs” may be as far as we can get. When 
we look a new word up in a dictionary we can be sure the definition we 
get is an authoritative one. With street names research we have no such 
certainty and the process is a continuous one. It often took me a few visits 
before I found my preferred derivations and for many of the names I’m 
still not sure: there are still many mysteries and puzzles to solve; lots more 
work to be done and plenty of room for others to follow. But it seemed to 
me that someone should write the book and it did not appear that anyone 
else would.

Language is the first place to start. The street names here may be derived 
from one of a number of languages, particularly Arabic, Dutch, English, 
Pali, Portuguese, Sanskrit, Sinhala and Tamil. These reflect a colonial and 
trading history and the influence of many communities on the languages 
and culture of Sri Lanka. 

Dictionaries are indispensable for the Colombo odonymist, particularly 
the specialised ones such as Malalasekera’s Pali Proper Names, Yule & 
Burnell’s Hobson-Jobson, Michael Meyler’s Sri Lankan English, Burrow and 
Emeneau’s Dravidian Etymological and Codrington’s Glossary. 

These source words then reveal the things that lie behind them: flowers, 
plants, places (towns, cities, states or provinces), vehicles, farms, clothing, 
buildings, rivers, lakes, schools, temples, mosques, churches, fruits, 
vegetables, battles, landscapes, weapons and religious symbols.

But it is people who really count in the street names game and most of the 
street names can be derived from individual land owners, businessmen, 
kings, queens, residents, Prime Ministers, companies, organizations, 
artists, politicians, councillors, monks, musicians, saints, headmasters, 
occupations/trades, surveyors, engineers, writers, soldiers, Ministers, 
doctors and film-makers. Here a different set of sources is needed: 
biographical indexes; official lists of councillors, civil servants and 
politicians; records from government departments with a special interest 
in roads (Survey and Public Works); Directories and Almanacs such as 
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Ferguson’s and Peterson’s which are a mine of useful lists and facts; and 
online genealogies for tracing family names and histories.

Once this process has started it is time to fill in the gaps with historical 
events, anecdotes, details, stories and background. Here the task is more 
complex and relies on a wider range of sources, some examples of which I 
have listed at the end of the book. A few of these deserve special mention: 
Bingham’s History of the Public Works Department, Ceylon; Brohier’s 
Changing Face of Colombo 1505-1972; Hulugalle’s Centenary Volume 
and  British Governors of Ceylon; Jayawardena’s Nobodies to Somebodies; 
Muthiah’s The Indo-Lankans; Fr. Perera’s The City of Colombo 1505-1656; 
Fazli Sameer’s F’s Place and Wright’s Twentieth Century Impressions of 
Ceylon.

What emerges is a veritable political, religious, economic, social, natural 
and cultural history of Sri Lanka represented through the street names 
of its capital city. The values, icons and symbols of power celebrated by 
different communities at different times are all captured in their choice of 
Colombo street names.



COLOMBO JUMBO1

The Dutch Coat of Arms of Colombo pictures a dove in a mango tree. The 
dove is a play on the name Colombo and the Portuguese word for a ‘dove’, 

columbus. 

De Queyroz, the 17th century Portuguese historian, suggested that the name 
Colombo is derived from Cale-ambe, the Sinhalese name for a leafy mango 
tree.       

Robert Knox, the 17th century captive of the Kandyan king, also mentions 
this: ‘On the west of the city of Colombo, so called from a tree the natives 
called ‘Ambo’ (which bears the mango fruit) growing in that place; but this 
never bears fruit, but only leaves, which in their language is Cola, and thence 
they called the tree Cola-ambo which the Christians, in honour of Columbus, 
turned to Columbo…’                                

COLOMBO

The Dove and the Mango Tree
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Herath, a modern writer, shares an interesting snippet of information 
about this: ‘The Sinhalese had two names for Colombo - Kolon Tota and 
Kola Amba. Kola Amba because of a huge mango tree which had only 
leaves but bore no fruit. That tree was a prominent landmark that stood 
for many generations off Commissariat Street, Fort.’

Kolon-tota
Another clutch of explanations derive the origins of the name Colombo 
from a port or a river. Moor traders sailed their boats into the Kelani 
river at Kelanitota, the port of the Kelani River. Over time this changed to 
Kolontota and then Kalambo. Sir Emerson Tennant in his classic work on 
Ceylon agrees: the name must come from Kalany (Kelani) river.

Fr. S G Perera is much more specific. He argues that the river concerned 
was not the Kelani at all, but the Kolon, a tributary of the Kelani: ‘The 
name of the river is not given by any of the writers who allude to it. But 
as Kolontota was the literary Sinhalese name for Colombo, I have always 
been tempted to suppose that just as the Gin-ganga flows into the sea at 
Gintota and the Kalu-ganga at Kalutara (Kalutota), so it was the Kolon 
River that flowed into the sea at Kolontota.’ 

So where was the original Kolon-tota? Paul E. Pieris suggests that: ‘the 
Kolontota of the Sinhalese is that portion of Colombo which is now bounded 
on the North by Bankshall Street; on the East by Fourth Cross Street; on the 
South by Maliban Street; and on the West by Front Street; being about one 
half of the Pettah ward today. It would thus be protected by water on the 
North and South, and by marsh on the West and the greater portion of the 
East.’ 
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Colombo is divided into fifteen postal zones which run anti-clockwise 
from Fort round to Mutwal. These match traditional names of areas of               
Colombo, although (especially in Colombo North) they may merge many 
of the old districts.

COLOMBO 1:  FORT (COLOMBO)
Colombo’s natural harbour attracted traders and invaders alike. The 
Portuguese (1505-1656), the Dutch (1656-1796) and the British                                 
(1796-1948) built and extended the Fort which was situated around the 
port, Colombo’s original city limits stretching no further than the Fort/
Pettah districts.            

By the time the British took over there were eleven bastions and four main 
streets. Demolition of the Fort began in 1869 when the Rotterdam bastion 
was blown up, the walls demolished and the moat filled in. 

Fort is still the commercial and financial centre of Colombo and Sri Lanka, 
although little remains of the original fort’s battlements.

ZONES
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COLOMBO 2:  SLAVE ISLAND               
Slave Island is, in fact, a peninsular joined to the mainland at what is 
now Colvin R. de Silva Maratha (Union Place). The Portuguese brought 
nearly 2,000 Kaffirs to Ceylon from the East African coast (Mozambique). 
The Dutch later used them as mercenaries, servants and cheap labour.      
Following an uprising and the murder of Barent de Swan, a Dutch VOC 
company official, the Dutch introduced new security measures to keep 
them under tight control. They rounded them up each night after work in 
‘Kaffirs Veldt’ in the Fort, ferried them across the Lake to the Ije (island) 
where they were housed in shanties and slave quarters. 

The crocodiles in the Lake ensured they were kept in place overnight 
and just in case there were any further ideas of insurrection there was a         
gallows post on prominent display. 

Slave Island also came to be known as Kompanna Vidiya or Company 
Street. It was given this name because the Rifle Company (regiment) was 
based there. See Rifle Street.

COLOMBO 3:  KOLLUPITIYA 
Kollupitiya means ‘stolen’ or ‘plundered’ land. 

In 1644 three Kandyan chiefs plotted to overthrow King Rajasinghe II and 
place his 12 year-old son on the throne instead. The son, however, refused 
and two of the conspirators were beheaded. The third, Ambanwela Rala, 
was exiled to Dutch territory to face whatever punishment they chose for 
him.

The Dutch, however, set him free and took such a liking to him that they 
gave him a sizeable plot of land close to the sea which they had seized 
from the local population. Here he started a coconut plantation which 
even had its own brewery. He even assumed a Dutch name: Van Rycloff.

The area around St. Michaels’s Church is still called Polwatte (pol is               
‘coconut’ and watte is ‘garden’) and this busy area at the top end of Galle 
Road still carries the name which betrays the original theft.
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COLOMBO 4:  BAMBALAPITIYA
Bambalipitiya gets its name from 
the jambola fruit tree which used to 
grow there in abundance. Jambola 
is the Sinhala word but the name is 
derived from a Dutch or Portuguese 
corruption of the Tamil word        
pampalimaasu.

The fruit (citrus maxima), also 
known as the ‘pamplemousse’ or 
‘pomelo’, is a large citrus fruit. The 
French word pamplemousse or ‘grapefruit’ is derived from the same 
source; the fruits, although related, are different. 

COLOMBO 5:  HAVELOCK TOWN                    
Arthur Elibank Havelock was the British Governor from 1890 to 1895. 
Although he was not the most inspiring of Governors he was the ‘best 
dressed man on the Island.’ However, he did manage to hit the jackpot: he 
is the only British Governor to have a District named after him and there 
are a further three streets that bear his name (Havelock Road, Elibank 
Road and Havelock Place), although he has now lost Havelock Road to the 
new Sambuddhatva Jayanthi Mawatha.

COLOMBO 6:  WELLAWATTE   
Wellawatte or Wellawatta means ‘sandy gardens’.

Wellawatte was probably an area of wasteland leading to the beach,     
covered with the type of weeds, plants and shrubs that thrive in poor, 
quick draining soils.

Wellawatte, now a busy shopping area on Galle Road, also featured           
numerous waterways and canals.

COLOMBO 7:  CINNAMON GARDENS 

Willem Imam Falck, the Dutch Governor of Ceylon (1765-1785),                               
experimented with the cultivation of cinnamon in plantations. Previously 
it was thought it could only grow wild in the jungle. These ‘cinnamon 
gardens’ were twelve miles in extent stretching from Maradana to 
Havelock Town, including the area that is now Colombo 7. The Sinhalese 
name is Kurunduwatte, kurundu is ‘cinnamon’; watte is ’garden’.
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COLOMBO 8:  BORELLA 
Borella means ‘gravelly place’ (Boralu.)

The Portuguese called it Outeirinho das pedras (‘knoll’ or ‘hillock’ of 
stones), which means the same as the Sinhalese Borelle Kande.

It is now more famous for its           
Fiveways Junction: Ward Place;        
Dr Danister de Silva Mawatha 
(Baseline Road); Gnanartha 
Pradeepa Road (the Borella 
section of Mardana Road); and 
Dr N. M. Perera Mawatha (Cotta 
Road).                          

COLOMBO 9:  DEMATAGODA
The Demata shrub (Gmelina Asiatica or Asiatic bushbeech) has been used 
for many medicinal purposes in Sri Lanka, including snakebite. It has bright 
yellow bell-shaped flowers which hang down from the main bush. The 
plant is usually no more than 3m tall. Perhaps Dematagoda was a village 
where this Demata bush flourished.

Another possibility is that the name has a mixed origin. De mata in 
Portuguese means ‘of’ or ‘in’ the ‘jungle’; goda is ‘village’ in Sinhalese. So 
Dematagoda could mean ‘village in the jungle’, reminiscent of the rural 
setting of Leonard Woolf’s book of the same name (although this was 
based in Hambantota District).

Dematagoda is now iconically urban:  the National Railway Museum is 
based here and Dematagoda has its own multi-lane flyover.   

COLOMBO 10:  MARADANA                                                                                                 
In Tamil maram is ‘tree’ and danam is ‘place’. So, Maradana is the ‘place 
of trees’. Or, in Clough’s definition, a Sinhala name for a ‘sandy area’. The 
first cinnamon garden was planted in the sandy plains of Maradana and 
the finest cinnmon in Ceylon was cultivated here. Cinnamon will mature in 
five years in this sandy soil, but will take seven years or more in a good soil. 

So special was the Mardana cinnamon that destroying it or stealing 
it carried the death penalty, but in other areas only merited a good                 
whipping. Maradana is now a busy road junction and a railway terminus 
for the southbound trains from Colombo. 
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COLOMBO 11:  PETTAH 
The Sinhalese called this area Pita Kotuwa which means outside the Fort. 

Hobson-Jobson, the Anglo-Indian dictionary, describes a Pettah (Pettai in 
Tamil) as ‘the extra-mural suburb of a fortress, or the town attached to and 
adjacent to a fortress.’

Once a highly residential area it has also been the site of open-air bazaars 
and markets. And today, with its maze of streets and alleys, it is still very 
much the central hub for Colombo’s retail and wholesale markets.

COLOMBO 12:  HULFTSDORP
Gerard Hulft, the Dutch General, was killed before the final victory over 
the Portuguese in 1656. He had been collaborating with King Rajasingha II 
of Kandy to oust the Portuguese who had occupied Colombo for over 150 
years. The day before Hulft died they had exchanged presents; the king 
had placed a ‘collar of gold’ round his neck and had put one of his own 
rings on Hulft’s finger as a token of their alliance.

Hulft was inspecting the advance trenches to be used on the final assault 
when the Portuguese managed to set fire to one of the Dutch galleries. He 
rushed to help and was suddenly heard to exclaim, ‘Good God! Help me!’ 
But it was too late: he had been shot through the heart with a musket 
ball. He never lived to see the Dutch take Colombo but Hulftsdorp (Hulft’s       
village) marks the hill where he built his house. 

At one point the British tried to shift the market from Pettah to the slopes 
of Hulftsdorp Hill: this is where the Sinhalese name Aluthkade (‘new           
bazaar’) comes from.

Today Hullftsdorp Hill is the location of all the key legal institutions of Sri 
Lanka including the High Court, the Supreme Court and the Ministry of 
Justice.

Despite alternative spellings (e.g. Hulftsdorf) Hulftsdorp is the only correct 
one.

COLOMBO 13: KOTAHENA       
Kotahena or Kottanhena was a fishing hamlet which acquired its name 
from the kottan trees (Costus Speciosus) that grew there. This became  
Kottanchina in Portuguese. The Dutch name, Korteboam, means ‘short 
trees’. Finally, the British corrupted it into Cotton China.
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Another possible derivation is that Kotahena refers to the ‘slash and burn’ 
method of cultivation. Kota is ‘tree stump’ and hena or chena is the field 
prepared for cultivation by cutting down trees and burning the jungle 
undergrowth. Once the land has been farmed it is abandoned and a new 
site is cleared.

There has been a church here since 1760, but this little village was elevated 
to the status of a City when St. Lucia’s Cathedral was established in 1838.

COLOMBO 14:  GRANDPASS   

During Portuguese times there were two ferries which crossed the Kelani 
to the North. The Portuguese called them both passo and this was later 
anglicized to ‘pass’ by the British.

The first was at Nakalagam, which the Portuguese called the Passo Grande 
(which later became Grandpass) and the other was further downstream at 
Wattala and was called Pasbetel (see Pasbetal Road). Grandpass was the 
busier of the two crossing places and had its own market and toll.

In 1822 a pontoon bridge, the ‘Bridge of Boats’, replaced the ferries. It 
consisted of 21 anchored boats supporting a causeway 499ft long. This 
continued as the main river-crossing until 1895 when the ‘Victoria Bridge’, 
a 26ft wide lattice girder road bridge, was brought into service. The Kelani 
railway bridge had been completed 30 years earlier.

COLOMBO 15:  MUTWAL                                                                  

The ocean-bound segment of the Kelani River has traditionally been 
called Mutwal-Oya. The name Mutwal comes from a Portuguese and/
or Dutch corruption of Muhatuvaram, the Tamil word for ‘river-mouth’. 
This name can be found elsewhere in Sri Lanka in such places as such as                            
Illankathurai-Muhatuvaram in Trincomalee district.

The modern Mutwal comprises the Mattakuliya, Modera, Kadirana and 
Crow Island areas of Colombo North.
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A 
ABDUL CAFFOOR MAWATHA    Borella C8    
Old Name:  Rodney Avenue   

Arab traders are believed to 
have first settled in Beruwala 
in the 8th century. They used 
their gem expertise to develop 
commercial interests in precious 
and semi-precious stone mining 
and marketing. They traded 
their stones in Colombo and 
eventually settled there.

In 1894 Noordeen Hajiar (NDH) 
Abdul Caffoor Hajiar started 
selling gems and jewellery at 
Colombo harbour. He established 
his reputation very quickly and in 
1901 displayed his collection of 
pearls, diamonds and gems to the Prince and Princess of Wales at the 
Kandy Pavilion. He later won awards for his stands at world exhibitions 
across the U.S. and Europe. In 1929 he opened a Gem Museum in Church 
Street, Fort, which featured his priceless collection of precious stones and 
jewellery. You can still this building if you walk round the side of the Grand 
Oriental Hotel.

He promoted Muslim education in Ceylon and donated to Zahira College, 
the Ghaffooria Arabic College and the Ghaffoor Trust. He also financed 
trips to Mecca for local Muslims. He died in 1949 and is buried at the 
Maradana Mosque.     

STREETS
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ABDUL HAMID STREET    Hulftsdorp C12
Old Name:  Vincent Street    
In 1900 Sri Lankan Muslims marked the silver jubilee of Sultan Abdul 
Hamid II with celebrations on a grand scale featuring banners and 
fireworks. He was the head of the Turkish Ottoman Empire and, as the 
Caliph, a symbol of Islamic unity. 

As AMA Azeez, the country’s first Muslim Civil Servant, commented: 
‘Every major event of Sultan Abdul Hamid’s reign was followed closely…his 
name was used weekly in mosques during the Friday sermon…his picture 
adorned the house of many a Muslim. A disproportionate amount of space 
was devoted to the events of the Turkish Empire and incidents connected 
with her ruler in the pamphlets and periodicals that were in circulation 
among the Muslims. Infants and institutions were called after the name 
of the Sultan.’

Among the legacies of the Sultan in Ceylon were the wearing of the 
‘fez’ cap and the display of the ‘star and crescent’; both symbols of the 
Ottoman Empire. ILM Noordeen Hajiar succeeded his father Idroos Lebbe 
Marikar as Trustee of the Grand Mosque in 1900 and donated properties 
in Hulftsdorf for the upkeep of the Mosque. He built the Hameedia School 
building, within the grounds of the Colombo Grand Mosque, at his own 
personal cost and named it after Sultan Hamid of Turkey. 

Desite several meetings with locals and assiduous library research it is 
by no means clear who this street is named after. Possibilities include: 
I.L.M. Abdul Hamid, brother of ILM Noordeen Hajiar (see Abdul Jabbar 
Mawatha); N.D.H. Abdul Hamid, a trustee of the Maradana Mosque, son 
of Noordeen Hajiar, brother of N.D.H. Abdul Caffoor (see Abdul Caffoor 
Mawatha) and N.H.M. Abdul Cader (see NHM Abdul Cader Mawatha); and 
BSA Hamid, Colombo Municipal Councillor, 1950-57.  

ABDUL JABBAR MAWATHA    Hulftsdorp C12
Wapu Marikar Abdul Jabbar was the Treasurer of the Maradana Mosque, 
1940-1957. He inherited the hardware business of his uncle, I.L.M. 
Noordeen Hajiar.   

The business is still there on the corner of the junction of M.J.M. Laffir 
Mawatha (Messenger Street), Quarry Road and Abdul Jabbar Street:       
Abdul Jabbar & Sons, Abdul Jabbar House, Abdul Jabbar Mawatha, 
Colombo 12.
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ABHAYA PLACE    Dematagoda C9
Abhaya means fearlessness, and the abhaya mudra symbolizes the 
spiritual power to give protection and dispel fear. The Buddha used the  
abhaya mudra on attaining enlightenment and later used it to calm a 
charging elephant.

In the Abhaya Sutra on ‘Right Speech’ the Buddha discusses what one 
should and should not say: ‘we should only speak of things that are true 
and beneficial, and should choose appropriate occasions for talking of 
pleasant or unpleasant things.’

Abhaya appears in the name or epithet (‘fearless’) of many of the 
Sinhalese kings including: Abhaya (474-454 BC); Vattagamini Abhaya/    
Valagambahu I (104 & 88-76 BC) - builder of the Abhayagiri Dagoba (see 
also Somadevi Place); and Dutugemenu (161-137 BC), the all-conquering 
hero. See Dutugemenu Street.

ABHAYARAMA LANE    Havelock Town C5
Site of the Abhayarama Temple, which is off Thimbirigasyaya Road,               
Narahenpita. See Abhaya Place above.

ABHAYASINGHARAMA ROAD    Maradana C10
Site of the Abhayasingharamaya temple, ‘fearless lion’. See Abhaya Place 
above.

ADAM’S AVENUE    Kollupitiya C3
The origin of this street name isn’t clear. The Adamjee Lukmanjee family, 
founders of the Adam Group of companies, live just around the corner 
at Saiffee Villa (formerly the Lakshmigiri mansion) - there may be some      
connexion. Hulugalle, however, suggests that Adam/Adams is the name of 
the original landowner.

ADAMALY PLACE    Bambalapitiya C4
The Muslim Borah community arrived in Ceylon by accident in 1831.  
Jafferjee Essajee’s buggalow, a small dhow-type ocean boat laden with 
Maldivian fish and destined for his trading base in Gujarat, was blown off 
course and he landed at Galle. He saw business opportunities and set up 
an import-export business there. 
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His son, Carrimjee Jafferjee, expanded this into a sizeable                                     
company that traded across the Indian Ocean to places as far away as 
East Africa and Singapore. His cousin, Mohamedbhoy Allibhoy, in turn 
set up a company called E G Adamaly & Sons, named after his three 
sons, Esufally, Gulamhussein and Adamaly. This quickly became one 
of the largest companies in Colombo with interests in sugar, kerosene, 
rubber, flour and rice.

Another family member, E G Adamaly, was an appointed Member of the 
Legislative Council (1920-1925) and his son, Kurban Hussain Adamaly, was 
Deputy Mayor (1948) and a Senator (1947-1971).

The impressive Borah mosque is located at the end of Adamaly Place.

ADHIKARANA MAWATHA    Maradana C10
The Adhikarana-Samatha Dhamma, part of the Vinaya Pitaka (a set of rules 
for the Buddhist Sangha or monastic community), sets out the principles 
for the settlement of disputes or cases; an adhikaranika is a ‘judge’.

Adhikarana Mawatha is on a bridge leading to the Law Courts and Ministry 
of Justice in Hulftsdorp.

AHAMED LANE    Slave Island C10
According to an informant I met in Slave Island Tuan Ahamed Hamid Deen, 
a Sri Lankan Malay, was a close relation of T. B. Jayah and a philanthropist. 
He lived at no. 4, apparently. 

I need more information and the lane needs a new sign.

AINTREE STREET    Havelock Town C5
Edward Clarence de Fonseka (E. C. Jnr.) was the son of the plumbago 
(graphite) tycoon, Edmund Clarke de Fonseka. Edward Clarence owned 
forty horses which he stabled at his property in Jawatte and raced them 
at Colombo Racecourse opposite Royal College (see Rajakeeya Mawatha/
Racecourse Avenue), which is where the National Archives and the   
University of Colombo buildings now stand. It was finished as a horseracing 
venue by 1962. 

Given his passion for horseracing he decided to name the various parts 
of his property after famous British racecourses: ‘Goodwood Gardens’ 
was the name of the property itself; the main road leading up to it was 
called ‘Ascot Avenue’ and the two branch lanes were ‘Epsom Street’ and 
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‘Aintree Street’. E. C. Jnr raced his horses under the name ‘Mr. Bert’ (Bert 
was a nickname for his wife, Bertha) and was also a starter for the Ceylon 
Turf Club. Michael Ondaatje has this to say about that job: ‘As starter, he 
positioned himself at the far end of the track. And to forestall threats of 
death from the crowd in the ‘Gandhi Enclosure’, Clarence kept his fastest 
horse near him at all times. If a popular horse lost, the mob would race 
across the field to the starting post to tear him apart. Clarence would then 
leap onto his horse and gallop down the track in solitary splendour.’

AKBAR LANE    Hulftsdorp C12
Justice Maas Thajoon Akbar (1880 –1944) was a leading Sri Lankan Malay, 
a District & Supreme Court judge, a member of the Legislative Council, the 
Solicitor-General for Ceylon, a Municipal Councillor (1937-8), a wrestler 
and a judo practitioner.

Educated at Royal College and Cambridge University he later chaired the    
commission that established the University of Ceylon at Peradeniya and 
was behind the founding of Hussainiya Boys’ School and the Fathima Girls’ 
School. 

For these achievements and many more besides he has the honour of   
having two streets named after him: one in the ‘Malay’ quarter of Slave 
Island and one near the Courts Complex on Hulftsdorp Hill. And, to top it 
all, he has a Hall named after him at the University of Peradeniya.

ALAN MATHINIYARAMA ROAD    Havelock Town C5
At the top of the hill in Polhengoda, between Nawala and Kirillapone, 
stands the Alan Mathiniyarama Temple. From here in the early morning 
you can see Adam’s Peak and it is the highest point in Colombo. But there 
is a puzzle. Why is it called this? Who is ‘Alan’?

The monks at the temple provided the answer…

Nellie Charlotte Henrietta De Oliveira (1869-1907) suffered from a 
mental illness. She tried many doctors to find a cure but nothing worked. 
She then approached a bhikku, Kandawela Dharmalankara. He prayed 
for her and prescribed some Ayurvedic remedies. This seemed to do the 
trick and she recovered.  She then asked the bhikku what she could offer 
him in return. He asked for land to build a temple. 

This she gave and also provided money for the building.
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When she died her ashes were brought to the temple and a memorial 
was raised for her. In the main building of the temple two portraits of 
her are prominently displayed and the bhikkus assure me that she is now 
a devadhuta, an ‘angel’ or ‘divine messenger, who is ever-present at the 
temple.

The name ‘Alan’ was, apparently, her nickname; everyone called her this. 
‘Mathini’ refers to her motherhood of the temple, for which she is both 
benefactor and guardian.

ALBERT CRESCENT    Cinnamon Gardens  C7
Prince Albert was the husband of Queen Victoria. For the whole of her 
reign (1837-1901) Britain ruled Ceylon and from 1876 she was Empress 
of India. Prince Albert never visited Colombo or Ceylon, although his sons 
did, so there is no direct connexion. Interestingly, there’s a Prince Albert 
pub in Colombo Street in Lambeth, London SE1; but I’m sure he didn’t visit 
this either.

Queen Victoria had a park, not a street, named after her. 

ALBERT ROAD    Kollupitiya  C3    
New Name:  Dharmakirthiyarama Road

See Albert Crescent.

ALBION LANE    Dematagoda  C9 
Albion is an old name for England or Britain. 

It comes from the Greek word alba meaning ‘white’ and most probably 
refers to the white cliffs of Dover. There were three ‘Albion’ street names 
in Colombo; there are now only two and both of these are in Dematagoda.

ALBION PLACE    Dematagoda  C9
See Albion Place.

ALBION ROAD   Dematagoda  C9
New Name:  Sri Dharmarama Road

See Albion Place.
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ALExANDRA PLACE    Cinnamon Gardens  C7
New Name:  C W W Kannagara Mawatha

Alexandra of Denmark married the future King Edward VII in 1863. For 
eight months in 1875–6, the Prince of Wales was absent from Britain on 
a tour of India and Ceylon, but to her dismay Alexandra, the Princess of 
Wales, was left behind. The Prince had planned an all-male group and 
intended to spend much of the time hunting and shooting (see Prince 
of Wales Avenue). Biographers have asserted that Alexandra was                  
denied access to the King’s briefing papers and excluded from some of 
the King’s foreign tours to prevent her meddling in diplomatic matters. 
She was deeply distrustful of Germans, and invariably opposed anything 
that favoured German expansion or interests. Along with her husband 
she was honoured by having a school and a road named after her (see 
Charles Way).

ALExANDRA ROAD    Wellawatte C6
The Gauders are a Burgher family descended from Johan Adam Gaudek 
who arrived in Ceylon in 1796 from Wittenberg (Saxony, Germany) in 1796. 

They used to own land in Wellawatte south of the Kirullapone Canal and 
on the west side of Galle Road where the Savoy Cinema now stands. 

Charlemont Jonathan Gauder, Alexander (his son), Frances (his                   
daughter-in-law), Frederika (his aunt) and possibly Frank Collingwood 
all have streets named after them: Charlemont Road; Alexandra Road &      
Terrace; Frederica Road, Frances Road and Collingwood Road.

There is also a Gauder Place (outside the Colombo municipality) further 
south on the other side of the Dehiwala Canal. 

Alexandra appears to be a mis-spelling: there are no Alexandras in the 
Gauder genealogy.

ALExANDRA TERRACE    Wellawatte C6
See Alexandra Road

ALFRED HOUSE AVENUE    Kollupitiya  C3

Alfred House was owned by Charles de Soysa. It was originally part of the 
coconut estate of Ambawela Rala (see Zones: Kollupitiya). In the 1840s 125 
acres of it was bought by Charles Edward Layard (see Layard’s Broadway). 
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Layard, a ruby and coffee magnate, built a magnificent mansion on the 
property which he called Bagatelle. 

This house was bought by the millionaire businessman Jeronis De Soysa 
who had amassed a fortune from his trade in coconut, coffee, freight and 
arrack. He transformed the property into a 100-roomed mansion which 
his son, Charles Henry de Soysa, inherited after his death.

Well known as a rich philanthropist Charles Henry had enough 
social status to take on the role of host to Alfred, Duke of Edinburgh 
and son of Queen Victoria, when he visited Ceylon in 1870. Stories 
were told of a reception with meals presented on a gold dinner 
service with gold cutlery and champagne flowing from taps. After 
the visit de Soysa changed the name of his mansion to Alfred House.  
Most of the Alfred House estate was broken up to house de Soysa’s many 
children in stately mansions such as Lakshmigiri and Regina  Waluwwa 
(now part of Colombo university see Queen’s Road). The gardens of the 
house were split into two in 1922 to make way for Duplication Road, a 
parallel extension of Galle Road which was now too busy to cope with the 
expansion of traffic. Soon other roads followed: Alfred House Gardens, 
Alfred House Avenue, Alfred House Road and Alfred Place. The house 
itself was gradually dismantled and was finally demolished in the 1980s.

See Charles Way and Bagatalle Road.

ALFRED HOUSE GARDENS    Kollupitiya  C3
See Alfred House Avenue

ALFRED HOUSE ROAD    Kollupitiya  C3
See Alfred House Avenue

ALFRED PLACE    Kollupitiya  C3
See Alfred House Avenue

ALOE AVENUE    Kollupitiya  C3
Aloe Vera is a succulent plant which thrives in dry conditions. It has many 
medicinal qualities including the treatment of burns and wounds using the 
sap released when the leaves are split open. It can also be used to treat 
diabetes. Although it takes four years to mature, Sri Lanka has an ideal 
climate for its cultivation and the production of aloe gel.
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ALSTON PLACE    Slave Island C2 
New Name:  W A D Ramanayake Mawatha 

In 1880 G H Alston joined the family firm of Alstons, Scott & Co in Ceylon 
and in 1896 became a partner of Whittall & Co, a trading company with spe-
cial interests in tea. He was a nominated member of the Colombo Municipal 
Council (1903-4) and was elected as a member for the Fort ward in 1906. The 
entry in Wright’s Twentieth Century Impressions lists his leisure activities as 
‘freemasonry, hunting, shooting, fishing and golf…’

ALUTHMAWATHA ROAD    Mutwal  C15    
New Name:  H Joe Perera Mawatha

Aluthmawatha means ‘New Road’ so its full name actually means ‘New 
Road Road’. It was indeed a new road when it was built in the 1720s. 

The infamous Dutch Governor, Petrus Vyust 1726-29 (see Vstwyke Road) 
had it constructed, it is said, so that he could get a view of Colombo 
harbour from the Buona Vista hillock. 

It was, and still is, one of the longest roads in Colombo and the amazing 
thing is that, because there was no road to bring in paving stones by cart, 
he had them brought down from the Fort by hand. 

ALVIS AVENUE    Borella  C8
Jeronimus Alvis first arrived in Ceylon in 1763 as a clerk and then as       
Boekhouder (accountant) for the Dutch East India Company. 

Arthur Alvis (1856-1922) was Proctor of the Supreme Court, Notary Public, 
Member of the Legislative Council and Master of the Sphinx Lodge of the 
Freemasons (1885-8). He was also the Kollupitiya member for Colombo 
Municipal Council for 24 years (1889-90, 1893-1902 and 1908-1922).

ALWIS PLACE    Kollupitiya  C3
See Alwis Avenue. Arthur Alvis lived at ‘Newlands’ in Kollupitiya off        
Dharmapala Mawatha. The alternative spelling of the name as Alwis now 
seems permanent.

ALWIS PLACE    Mutwal  C15
This could possibly be Arthur Alvis, but the name is common enough for it 
to be another Alvis, or even Alwis. See Alvis Avenue and Alwis Place.
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AMARASEKERA MAWATHA    Havelock Town C5
Gate Mudaliyar A. C. G. S. Amarasekera (1883-1983) was a famous Sri 
Lankan painter and magician. After leaving school he worked for H. W. 
Cave & Co, then as a draughtsman at the Surveyor General’s Office and 
finally became a lecturer in Fine Arts at the Ceylon Technical College and 
an art teacher at St. Joseph’s Ladies College and later Visakha Vidyalaya.

When World War I started he left for England with his son Douglas and 
didn’t return for another 10 years. He entertained troops with magic 
performances and painted a series of portraits of famous people (his 
later portrait paintings included both Mahatma Gandhi and Rabindranath 
Tagore). He held a one man exhibition at the Adelphi in London in 1923, 
and when he returned in 1924 he was awarded the title of Gate Mudaliyar. 
He worked in both watercolour and oil. He was the first Secretary of the 
Ceylon Society of Arts (1919-1923), its Vice-President (1926-1958) and 
President (1959-1968) and was instrumental in founding the National Art 
Gallery. Harry Pieris and Justin Daraniyagala, acclaimed artists in their own 
right, were among his students.

ANANDA COOMARASWAMY MAWATHA    Cinnamon Gardens  C7     
Old Name:  Green Path

Ananda Kentish Coomaraswamy 
(1877-1947) is famous for 
interpreting  Indian art, culture 
and symbolism to the West and 
for his exposition of the perennial 
philosophy of mysticism. 
His father was the Ceylon 
Tamil statesman, Sir Muthu 
Coomaraswamy, and his mother 
was an English  woman from 
Kent. He was born in Colombo, 
but after his father’s death he 
was educated in England and completed his studies at University College, 
London with a degree in geology and botany. He was the first Director of 
the Geological Survey of Ceylon.

In 1907 he founded the Ceylon Social Reform Society which concerned 
itself with the promotion and preservation of traditional culture, arts and 
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crafts by exposing ‘the thoughtless imitation of unsuitable European habits 
and custom.’ His interest in the history art culminated in the publication 
of Medieval Sinhalese Art in 1908.

He moved to the U.S. in 1917 where he was appointed the first Keeper of 
Indian Art at the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston, a position he held with 
varying titles until his death. His contributions to Eastern Art in the West 
were enormous in terms of art collections, research and written work 
(over 30 books). 

His other major contribution was in the field of symbolism and                           
spiritual philosophy, where he introduced Eastern ideas to the West such 
as ‘original buddhism’ and ‘vedanta’ and showed their underlying unity 
with traditional Western metaphysics such as Platonism.

ANANDA MAWATHA    Maradana   C10    
Old Name:  Dharmapala Mawatha Paranawadiya

Founded by the Buddhist Theosophical Society in 1886 with D. B. Jayatilleke 
(see Sir Baron Jayatilaka Mawatha) as one of its first principals, Ananda 
College has an impressive pedigree for a Buddhist school. 

Its original aim was to provide an English education for Buddhist boys for 
whom Christian education was previously the norm. Originally based in 
Pettah, it moved to its current premises in 1895. Its name comes from the 
Buddha’s leading disciple, the word ananda meaning ‘bliss’. The school 
motto is: ‘Heedfulness, punctuality leads to nirvana’ which might be less 
than encouraging for vehicles stuck in traffic outside on the Maradana 
Road.

ANANDA RAJAKARUNA MAWATHA    Maradana   C10
Old Name:  Campbell Place

Ananda Rajakaruna (1885-1957) was a poet, a journalist, a children’s 
writer and a teacher from Galle District His original name was Alfred but 
he changed this as a protest against colonialism. He was a Vice-Chairman 
of the SWRD Bandaranaike’s Sinhala Maha Sabha, a forerunner of the 
Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP). Later in his career he was ordained as a  
Buddhist monk with the name Bhikkhu Ananda Dhamma. In addition to 
the honour of having a street named after him he was also commemorated 
on a postage stamp in 1971.
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ANDAREWATTA ROAD    Wellawatte C6
Old Name:  Second Lane

Frederik Andree of Zelle, Prussia, arrived in Ceylon in the mid 18th century.  
He was the cannonier at the fort at Kalutara. The Andree Burgher family 
has since produced a range of lawyers, musicians and merchants, includ-
ing A. Andree, a Colombo Municipal Councillor, 1869-73. 

Given its spelling it would be nice to think that it was named after Andare, 
the court jester who appears in a series of popular Sinhalese stories. They 
usually display the exploits of a wise fool who engages in one upmanship 
at the expense of his antagonists. Andare is something of a cross between 
Mullah Nasruddin and Mr Bean. But I guess the spelling of this road is yet 
another corruption.

ANDERSON ROAD    Havelock Town C5
Sir John Anderson was the British Governor of Ceylon, 1916-18. He had 
been Governor of the Straits Settlements (Singapore, Penang, Malacca), 
1904-1911. He was brought in to deal the crisis caused by the over-
reaction of the British government of Ceylon to the riots of 1915, ‘the 
right man to soothe the outraged feelings of an embittered people’. He 
was forthright in his criticisms of the management of the disturbances and 
the convictions that followed (particularly the wrongful execution of E.H. 
Pedris - see Pedris Road). As a result of his enquiries, 800 prisoners were 
released and he censured key personnel in the Police and Home Guard.  
Anderson is the only Governor to have died in service in Ceylon.

The postage stamp commemorating Ananda Rajakaruna issued in 1971.
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ANDIVAL STREET    Kotahena  C13
Andival is anther name for Murugan, the youthful Tamil God who is usually 
pictured with a vel or ‘spear’. This name is particularly associated with his 
representation as a saint or recluse at the Palani temple in Tamil Nadu. 
This street crosses Sri Kathiresan Street which leads to the Murugan 
temple which is the starting point of the annual Vel festival held in July.

ANULA ROAD    Wellawatte  C6
Princess Anula, the sister-in-law of King Devanampiya Tissa, brought 
five hundred women to hear the teachings of Mahinda, the monk who 
converted Sri Lanka to Buddhism. Mahinda sent for his sister, Sanghamitta 
(a Buddhist nun) in order to grant Anula’s wish to be ordained too.

Another Anula, Queen Anula the Depraved, was the first ever Queen in 
Asia, although her reign will not be remembered for its dignity and good 
governance. 

She started by poisoning two kings: her husband Coranaga and Tissa, his 
brother. Then she embarked on her career as a serial poisoner in earnest: 
infatuated with her palace guard, Siva, she installed him on the throne 
where he ruled for 14 months; then she took a liking to the town architect, 
Vatuka, and made him king after despatching Siva; Vatuka ruled for 13 
months until he was bumped off to make way for Niliya, a Brahmin, who 
reigned for a mere 6 months, until he too was poisoned to make way for 
Anula herself to become Queen. 

She finally met her end in a burning palace when another brother-in-law, 
Kutakannatissa, assembled an army and overthrew her short-lived one 
woman dynasty (47-42 BC).

ARAMAYA PASSAGE    Dematagoda  C9
New Name:  Seelaratne Lane 

Aramaya means ‘temple’, so this is Temple Passage. The temple in question 
is the Seelaratne Temple. This road changed its name from Aramaya 
Passage to Seelaratne Lane in 1967. The satellite streets kept their names: 
see Aramaya Place and Aramaya Road.

ARAMAYA PLACE    Dematagoda  C9
See Aramaya Lane.
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ARAMAYA ROAD    Dematagoda  C9
See Aramaya Lane.

ARBUTHNOT STREET    Borella  C8   
New Name:  Chandraleka  Mawatha

Robert Arbuthnot (1760 – 1809) was working for the East India Company 
when Ceylon was captured from the Dutch in 1796. It was originally 
administered from Madras, but when it became a Crown colony in 1802 
Arbuthnot joined Governor North (see Guilford Crescent) as Colonial 
Secretary. His brother George (1772 – 1843) became Deputy Assistant 
Colonial Secretary and they started a family business as agents for the 
Madras government. 

Arbuthnot & Co. were listed as the owners of the Bagatelle Estate (see 
Alfred House Avenue and Bagatalle Road) and were government agents 
for the export of cinnamon, which was a government monopoly at the 
time. They were also involved in banking and insurance and were later 
agents for a variety of important businessmen, including Charles Henry 
de Soysa (see Alfred House Gardens). 

ARCADIA GARDENS    Cinnamon Gardens  C7    
Old Name:  Rosmead Place (Part) 

‘Arcadia’ was a mansion built by W. A. Fernando, a 19th century plumbago 
(graphite) tycoon. He built it as a gift for his daughter, Evangeline. 
Evangeline married Edmund Clarke de Fonseka who joined his father-in-
law’s business. Their son, Edward Clarence (E. C. Jnr), was the famous 
racehorse owner who inherited and named the properties around Aintree 
Street.

The name conjures up images of an idyllic life in stark contrast to the busy 
Rosmead Place of today.

ARETHUSA LANE    Wellawatte  C6
This is the site of Arethusa College, a boys’ school founded in 1929. 
Arethusa means ‘fountain of light’ and I like their school motto which 
reads: nondieum erit finis – nothing’s ever finished!
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ARMOUR STREET    Hulftsdorp  C12  
New Name:  Sri Sumanatissa Mawatha     

Rev. Andrew Armour (1769-1828) was lucky to make it to Colombo. He 
arrived in 1800 with the 51st Regiment. Two years earlier he had escaped 
court-martial execution in Ireland following an intervention by a senior  
officer who believed that his absences were, in fact, for silent prayer and 
not for consorting with rebels.

He was posted to India and in Madras he discovered his gift for learning 
languages. He soon picked up Tamil, Portuguese and several other 
languages. 

He was sent to Ceylon and appointed Interpreter to the Supreme Court in 
Colombo. He was the first Englishman to master Sinhala. After obtaining 
a discharge from the army he became Headmaster of the Seminary at San 
Sebastian’s and later at All Saint’s. He was ordained in 1825 and became 
Chaplain of St Paul’s Church, which became known as ‘Armour’s Church.’ 

He preached in Sinhala, Dutch, Tamil and Portuguese and was rumoured 
to be able to speak 13 languages. He helped complete Tolfrey’s translation 
of the Bible into Sinhala and also translated his own Indo-Portuguese 
version. He lived in a big corner house on Armour Street and dedicated his 
life to helping the poor, the sick and the less fortunate.

ARNOLD RATNAYAKA MAWATHA    Maradana   C10
Arnold Ratnayake was a member of Colombo Municipal Council (1960-
1962) and a former Minister of Home Affairs and of Food and Cooperative 
Undertakings. He was on the Executive Committee of Education in the 
State Council which recommended the introduction of a system of free 
education.

ARNOLDA PLACE    Havelock Town C5
The Dutch Burgher genealogies (Vanderstraaten and Ludovici) mention 
Dr. Charles Arnold Kriekenbeek (1827-1878), a doctor who practised off 
the Galle Road in Kollupitiya. His family is descended from Rutgerus van 
Kriekenbeek who came to Ceylon as a Boekhouder (accountant) with 
the Dutch East India Company in 1659. Dr. Kriekenbeek, who lived and 
practised in Kollupitiya, gave his name to Arnold Place off Galle Road. The 
stone slab bearing this has been removed but it used to be near the turn 
into what is now Simon Hewavitarne Road. 
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The Ludovici genealogy specifically refers to the fact that Arnold Place 
was named after him. Given the fact that he was also a member of the 
Colombo Municipal Council (1868-9), this seems more than likely.  

The C3 Arnold Place has been lost from the records but it clearly has a 
different genealogy to the one in C5, which is an Arnolda with an extra ‘a’ 
and is more likely to have a connection with the Arnolda Burgher family 
which has had many representatives in professions and trades in Colombo 
over the years.

ARTHUR DE SILVA MAWATHA    Kotahena  C13
Wilmot Arthur de Silva (1865-1942 - a.k.a. Arthur de Silva, W Arthur de 
Silva, ‘sage of Sravasti’ or simply W. A. de Silva) was a scholar, nationalist, 
statesman and philanthropist. He married Catherine Sri Chandrasekera 
and inherited the estate of the millionaire Sri Chandrasekera of Panadura; 
a man famous for buying half a department of Cargills after being piqued 
by the suggestion of an assistant that he wasn’t rich enough to shop with 
the European and local gentry.

Arthur de Silva was imprisoned after the 1915 riots and embarked on a 
nationalist career in academia and politics promoting Buddhism, the 
Sinhala language, ayurveda, dress reforms and temperance.

He was a Pali and Sanskrit scholar and wrote ‘The History of Buddhism in 
Ceylon’. In 1936 he was elected to the State Council and was appointed 
Minister of Health.

He lived at ‘Sravasti’, a Tuscany-style mansion near the Colombo Museum. 
He later sold it to save the YMBA (Young Men’s Buddhist Association) 
which was heading for insolvency (See Sravasti Place).

ARTHUR’S PLACE    Bambalapitiya  C4
T. H. Arthur de Soysa was the grandson of Charles Henry de Soysa. This 
road was named after him. See Queens Road.

ARUNACHALAM AVENUE    Cinnamon Gardens  C7
Sir Ponnambalam Arunachchalam (1853- 1924) was a Cambridge-educated 
civil servant, educationalist, nationalist and statesman. His older brother 
was Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan, another famous Ceylon Tamil leader.
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He was the first Sri Lankan to win a place in the Ceylon Civil Service in 
1875. He became Registrar General in 1887 and played a key role putting 
together the 1911 Census. 

He also served as President of the Royal Asiatic Society (Ceylon) and 
campaigned hard to get approval for a University of Ceylon. In 1913 he 
retired and was knighted. Soon after he was appointed to the Executive 
Council and embarked on a new political career.

He was associated with many socio-political organizations such as the 
Ceylon Social Services League, the Ceylon Workers’ Federation, the Ceylon 
Reform League and the Ceylon National Congress (CNC). Although he 
had expected the CNC to follow in the footsteps of the Indian National 
Congress, he was to be disappointed and resigned on the issue of minority 
representation, calling for a Tamil Congress to defend Tamil interests. 

A lifelong Hindu he died while on pilgrimage in South India.

ASCOT AVENUE    Havelock Town C5
Another road on E. C. Junior’s property named after a famous racecourse.

See Aintree Street.

ASH TIP ROAD    Wellawatte  C6
This was a municipal site for disposing of incinerator waste (ash!).  No sign 
of it now, not even a road sign.

ASOKA GARDENS    Bambalapitiya  C4
Asoka (304-232 BC) was an Indian king of the Mauryan dynasty who 
conquered most of India and famously converted to Buddhism after the 
horrors of his military conquest of Kalinga. 

His pillar inscriptions were ‘posted’ throughout his Empire. The lion capital 
from one of his pillars is the national emblem of India and the Ashok 
chakra (Buddhist wheel of dharma) is in the centre of the Indian flag. 

Asoka is revered in Sri Lanka as the king who sent his son, Mahinda, as a 
missionary to Sri Lanka.
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ATHULA PLACE    Havelock Town  C5
Old Name:  Kirillapone Avenue (Part) 

Athula or Atula is a very common Sinhalese Buddhist name. Atula 
refers to contemporaries of both the historical Buddha and his previous 
incarnations.

Atula, a lay disciple, complained to the Buddha about his teachers: Revata 
was aloof and silent; Sariputta spoke too much; Ananda was too brief. The 
Buddha said: ‘There is no one in this world who is never blamed; people 
would blame even a king, or even a Buddha. To be blamed or to be praised 
by a fool is of no consequence; one is truly blamed only when he is blamed 
by a wise man, and truly praised only when praised by a wise man.’

In the Jataka Tales, stories of the previous lives of the Buddha, Atula was 
a Naga king who played music to Samana Buddha and gave him a pair of 
robes. Another Atula, again a Naga king, presented Vipassi Buddha with a 
throne encrusted with jewels. 

AURELIYA GARDENS    Maradana   C10
Aurelia is a girl’s name. It means ‘golden’. Since it is a rare name there is a 
very small shortlist. 

There seems to be only two possible options - the first the most likely: 
Aurelia Gertrude Misso (neé Scharenguivel) 1840-1913 or grand-daughter 
Aurelia Esther Marguerita 1911-?

AUSTIN PLACE    Borella  C8
Nathaniel Austin (1785-1853) of the 3rd Ceylon Regiment founded the 
small Austin dynasty of proctors, farmers and doctors.

AVERIHENA ROAD    Wellawatte  C6
Averi or nil aevari in Sinhala is the indigo plant (Indigofera tinctoria). Hena 
refers to a traditional system of cultivation. Indigo grew wild in areas 
around Colombo but was only ever cultivated and manufactured by the 
Dutch and was never grown in Colombo by the British for export.
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AVISSAWELLA ROAD    Grandpass  C14
Old Name:  Low Level Road
This road leads to Avissawella or Sitawaka via the A4. Sitawaka is 55km 
from Colombo and was the capital of the kingdom of that name, 1521-
93. Sitawaka was founded following the palace coup which deposed 
Vijayabahu VI and divided the Kotte kingdom into three: Buvanekabahu VII 
ruling in Kotte; Mayadunne becoming king in Sitawaka; and Pararajasinha 
founding the kingdom of Raigama.

AVONDALE ROAD    Maradana  C10    
New Name:  Ven S Mahinda Place

Charles Perera (Seneviratne Goonatilleke) owned Avondale House in 
Maradana. This bungalow was famous for its ventilation and lighting, 
including a special air-cool chamber for purifying the air in the house and 
manufacturing ozone. Perera was a Proctor, Notary Public, a Colombo 
Municipal Council member (1884-1907) and a Magistrate.

AWWAL ZAVIA ROAD    Kotahena  C13
Awwal means first. Zavia is a prayer room or shrine, usually holding the 
relics of a saint. They are not normally congregational, although many, like 
this one, became mosques. 

The Muslims I spoke to after prayer thought this Awwal Zavia might mean 
that it was the first mosque built in Colombo, which it wasn’t. 

Awwal Zavia was built in 1872 and the new building dates from 1989. 
Although there have been mosques in Colombo since maybe the 10th 
century - there is a tradition of a mosque built in 939 AD and the Colombo 
Grand Mosque is probably more than 450 years old - most of the large 
mosques date from the mid-19th century. The Maradana mosque, for 
example, was completed in 1849. However, Awwal Zavia was certainly the 
first mosque in the Grandpass area.
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B
B. J. FERNANDO MAWATHA    Borella C8
Old Name:  Rodney Place (1968)

The first motorized bus was imported into Ceylon in 1907. B. J. Fernando 
was the owner of one of the earliest operators, the Silverline Bus Company, 
which was based at a garage in Cotta Road (now Dr. N M Perera Mawatha) 
and took passengers northwards as far as Kurunegala and Kandy.  

All bus services were nationalized in 1958 and Silverline ceased to exist.

B. J. Fernando Jnr, the busman’s son, was a leading civil courts lawyer, a 
President’s Counsel and a Permanent Representative for Sri Lanka at the 
United Nations.

BADDEGAMA WIMALAWANSA MAWATHA    Borella  C8
Old Name:  Deans/Symonds Rd 

Ven. Baddegama Wimalawansa Anunayake Thera (1913-1993) was 
ordained at the age of 19 and lectured in Sinhala and Buddhist Philosophy 
at the University of Vidyodaya. He led many Buddhist missions abroad 
and encouraged monks to learn the languages which would help to 
internationalize Buddhism. He was one of a party of monks that led 
a satyagraha on the lawn of the Prime Minister’s house in 1958. 
They demanded that the Bandaranaike-Chelvanayakam Pact, which 
compromised over the Sinhala-only policy and Tamil rights, be torn up and 
succeeded in forcing SWRD Bandaranaike to follow a more hardline policy. 

One of Baddegama Wimalawansa’s most famous students was Mahinda 
Rajapakse.

BAGATALLE ROAD    Bambalapitiya  C4
This is, in fact, Bagatelle Road, although it is often incorrectly spelt as 
‘Bagathale’, ‘Bagatalla’ or ’Bagatalle’. In 1822 Charles Edward Layard (see 
Layard’s Broadway) bought a ‘thatched cottage with a tent roof’ set in 
grounds of six acres with orchards and plantations. The previous owner 
was a businessman called Daddy Parsee. Layard pulled down the cottage 
and started work on his own mansion for his family of twenty six children 
which he called Bagatelle. 
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Bagatelle means a ‘trifle’, ‘nothing significant’ or an ‘ornament’. This 
may describe the property as bought or, as in the case of the Chateau de 
Bagatelle in Bois de Boulogne in France (or even the one near Abbéville), 
the intention to make it more of a recreational property rather than a 
main residence. 

The deal was done for a ‘trifling sum’. The Layards left in 1843 and the 
property was acquired by the de Soysas (see Alfred House Gardens) whose 
100 roomed Bagatelle Walauwa was one of the most impressive properties 
in 19th century Colombo. See Alfred House Avenue and Charles Way.

BAHIATHULA ASRAF LANE    Bahjathul Asrar Slave Island C2      
Old Name:  Kew Lane

Bahjat al-Asrar means ‘Splendour of the Secrets’ in Arabic. It is the name 
of a biography of Shaik Abdul Qadir Jilani (a.k.a. Huzoor Ghaus-e-Azam or 
Radiallahu Ta’ala Anh), a Persian Islamic preacher (1077-1166). 

One story tells of a young Muslim girl who lived in Ceylon. She was a 
follower of the Shaikh and when she was attacked by a man intending 
to rape her she shouted out: “Save me, O my Shaikh Abdul Qadir!” The 
Shaikh interrupted his ablutions in Baghdad and threw his wooden shoe. 
The shoe hit the man on the head and killed him. It is said that the shoe is 
still kept as a relic somewhere in Sri Lanka. Is it here somewhere? 

BAILLIE STREET    Fort C1   
New Name:  Mudalige Mawatha

Colonel Charles Baillie was Commandant of Colombo in 1804. He famously 
got involved in a dispute with the Supreme Court. The Garrison parade 
ground, which the army used for military floggings, had been taken over 
by the Court for civil punishments. Baillie ordered the gates of the parade 
to be be locked and posted sentries to ensure no non-military personnel 
could get in. He was called before the Supreme Court and when he refused 
to withdraw the order he was bound over. Governor North cancelled this 
the following day. 

General Wemyss, second in Command, annoyed at civil intervention in 
military matters, then locked the gates to the Fort and managed to lock 
out Justice Lushington. 
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When Governor North demanded that the gates be re-opened Wemyss 
retorted that the Governor should “now consider (himself) responsible for 
the safety of the Fort of Colombo.” So, in the middle of a military campaign 
against Kandy, another officer was charged with contempt and bound over.

It may also be possible that the name refers to one of the following 
meanings of ‘bailey’: to the area within the outer wall of a fort; to bailiffs; 
or to courts of justice. 

BALADAKSHA MAWATHA    Kollupitiya  C3
Old Name:  Lake Road

The Sri Lanka Scout Association was founded in 1912 at Matale and was 
brought to Colombo in 1914 at Christ Church, Galle Face by F. G. Stevens. 
The headquarters was transferred to a guard room in what is now 
Baladaksha Mawatha and moved to Chittampalam Gardiner Mawatha in 
1977. This made life a lot easier because, with the Ministry of Defence and 
the Army HQ based in Baladaksha Mawatha, access is almost impossible.

‘Scout’ in Sinhala is baladaksha and the mixed scouting movement in Sri 
Lanka has 27,264 members with Mahinda Rajapakse serving as the chief 
scout.

BALAHENMULLA  LANE    Wellawatte C6
Balahenmulla is the area between the two hillocks at Kirullapone. The 
name means ‘area of the soldiers’ and it was probably the front line of 
defence for the fort at Kotte.

BALAHENMULLA ROAD    Wellawatte C6
See Balahenmulla Lane

BALAPOKUNA ROAD    Wellawatte C6 
On one of the hillocks of Kirulapone, the Balapokuna temple is named 
after the pond which is in its grounds. It was formerly known as the Bata 
Pokuna, bata being the Sinhala word for ‘soldier’, pokuna meaning ‘pond’. 
So, this might have been a sentry post for the Kotte fort.
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The pond at Balapokuna is associated with miracles and was believed to 
be an abode of the Sinhalese god, Dadimunda. Traditionally, he protects 
temples but has also become the ‘general’ of the god Upulvan (a.k.a. 
Vishnu), one of the four guardian deities of Sri Lanka. Dadimunda rides 
on an elephant and is dressed like a Kandyan chief with his own unique 
accessory, a walking stick (soluva).

The shrine here, called the Balagalle Devalaya, is still used for worship. 
There is a local legend that Balapokuna is part of an ancient underground 
escape route from the fort at Kotte, the entrance to which is somewhere 
by the Ambalama at Pita Kotte junction.

BALCOMB PLACE    Borella C8
Balcombe was one the grand 
mansions of colonial Colombo. 
It was later the home of the 
Buddhist publisher Dr. D. Roland 
D. Weerasuriya.

It was probably named after 
Balcombe, the town in mid-
Sussex in England. 

BAMBALAPITIYA DRIVE    Bambalapitiya C4
Old Name:  Bambalapitiya Road

See Zones: Bambalapitiya

BAMBALAPITIYA TERRACE    Bambalapitiya  C4   
Old Name:  Bambalapitiya Road

See Zones: Bambalapitiya

BANK OF CEYLON MAWATHA    Fort  C1
The (105m) Bank of Ceylon Tower is one of the tallest buildings in Sri 
Lanka. It is beaten by its neighbour, the twin towered World Trade Centre, 
and a number of residential buildings. However, the view from the 30th 
Floor is very impressive.

The Bank of Ceylon is primarily a commercial bank. It was founded in 1939 
by Sir Ernest de Silva, its first Chairman. 



COLOMBO JUMBO33

It was nationalized in 1939 and it is still owned by the government. BOC 
has three firsts to its credit: it introduced the first foreign currency banking 
unit following exchange liberalization in 1979; it set up the Merchant Bank 
of Sri Lanka in 1982; and in 1989 brought the Visa card to Sri Lanka. The 
BOC tower was built in 1987.

BANKSHALL STREET    Pettah C11 
This name comes from bangasalas or ‘stalls’/’storehouses’ which were a 
feature of this part of Pettah in colonial times. The word is derived from 
the Malay/Javanese Bangsal, a warehouse. 

BARBER STREET    Kotahena C13     
New Name:  Maha Vidyalaya Mawatha

There were Barber families in Colombo, including James Barber 
(descendant of Michael Parbe of Frankenberg, a German soldier who died 
in Colombo in 1785) who invented the Barber’s tea-machine, a roller, and 
set up a chocolate factory. 

Occupation, however, seems to be a possibility too, since I cannot find a 
direct connection between the Barbers and Kotahena.

BARNES LANE    Cinnamon Gardens C7 
Lieutenant-General Barnes was Governor of Ceylon from 1820 to 1822, 
following Robert Brownrigg. He was also Governor of Ceylon from 1824 to 
1831. He was Governor of Ceylon for longer than anyone else. 

On arrival he identified the three things Ceylon needed the most: ‘first, 
roads; second, roads; third, roads.’ He directed the construction of the 
great military road between Colombo and Kandy, linked Kandy to the coast 
and ensured road links between Colombo and all the important towns in 
Ceylon. He initiated bridge building at Kelani, Maha Oya and Peradeniya.

He introduced coffee cultivation to Ceylon by auctioning land and offering 
tax concessions. He even led by example by setting himself up as a planter. 
George Bird, a friend and fellow officer, started the first plantation in 1824.

He organised the first census of the population and through astute financial 
management he converted Brownrigg’s deficits into a £74k surplus. From 
1822 to 1823, he was Commander-in-Chief in India, with the local rank of 
general, and when he returned after disagreements he swapped places 
with Edward Paget. See Paget Road.
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BARNES PLACE   Cinnamon Gardens C7 
See Barnes Lane

BARRACKS LANE    Slave Island C2 
Kew was the site of police barracks and a school for children of serving 
policemen. In 1883, the first Riot Squad was established here.

BASELINE ROAD    Borella C8 - Mutwal  C15
New Names:  Danister de Silva Mawatha, DS Senanayake Mawatha,       
Sri Nigrodharama Mawatha   

Baseline was the very first road 
laid in Colombo and was used as a 
reference point (baseline) for the 
building of all the other roads. The 
road is now a multi-lane highway 
and Colombo’s first flyover was 
built on it at Dematagoda.

BASELINE LANE    Dematagoda C9   
Old Name:  Cattle Mart Road

This was the site of the cattle market. See Cattle Mart Road.

BAUDDHALOKA MAWATHA    Cinnamon Gardens  C7
Old Name:  Buller’s Road  

Aloka means ‘light’ or ‘inner wisdom’. This road was renamed in 1956 
following the Jayanthi celebrations of the 2500th anniversary of the 
Buddha’s parinirvana, the final nirvana following the death of someone 
who has attained enlightenment.

BAWA PLACE    Borella C8
Haji Cassim Lebbe Marikar-Bawa 
established C.L. Marikar-Bawa 
& Sons in 1869 in Chatham 
Street to import diamonds and 
silk and to export jewellery and 
gems. Bawa Place was part of 
the garden of his house and was 
named after him.
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BEACH PARK ROAD    Mutwal  C15
This road leads to the beach in Mattakuliya near the National Aquatic 
Resources Agency (NARA).

BEACH STREET    Pettah  C11 
This street joins Sea Street to Sea Beach Road. Close to the sea, but no 
beach here now; it’s all part of the harbour. 

BEIRA ROAD    Slave Island  C2 
The Beira Lake stands in the centre of the city of Colombo. It was named 
‘Beira’ after the Dutch Engineer Johann de Beer who constructed it in 
1700. The lake, a long established part of Colombo, was originally an 
extension of the Kelani River. A granite plaque was found in an old Dutch 
sluice with the inscription ‘De Beer 1700’

Another view is that the lake takes its name from the Portuguese beira 
meaning ‘bank’ or ‘shore’ (of a lake or river) or even (as with many 
Potuguese place names) ‘swamp’.

BELMONT STREET    Hulftsorp C12     
In 1835 David Wilson and Alexander Wilson built and opened the Belmont 
Oil Mills. They planned, among other things, to supply their brother’s 
company, Edward Price & Co. (later Price’s Patent Candle Co.), of Belmont 
Works, Battersea, London. Price & 
Co. had been established to exploit 
a patent for separating coconut oil 
into its solid and liquid constituents 
and they needed crushing mills in Ceylon to ensure adequate and regular 
supplies of oil processed from their coconut plantations  (about 1000 
acres). In 1840 Belmont Mills changed its name to Hulftsdorf Mills. 
Crushing machinery for coconut oil was installed. A saw mill was erected 
and in 1855 soap making was added to the mill’s activities. See also Wilson 
Street.

BELTONA LANE    Bambalapitiya  C4
Louis Raoul Rudd was a planter at Belton Estate. The Rudds were long-
term residents of Colombo and Ceylon. See Ruddes Lane.
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BETHESDA PLACE    Havelock Town  C5
Bethesda, which means ‘House of Grace’ in Hebrew, originally referred 
to the Pool of Bethesda in Jerusalem. The Bethesda Gospel Hall is at 21, 
Dickmans Road. The original meeting place was a rented house named 
‘Pendleton’, about 500 metres from current site. Isabel Amelia Loos, the 
widow of Frederick Charles Loos, an attorney, started attending meetings 
taken by a missionary and she agreed to build the meeting hall which was 
completed in 1919. 

BHARATHI MAWATHA   Maradana   C10
Subramanya Bharathi (1882 - 1921) was a Tamil poet from Tamil Nadu, 
an independence fighter and reformer. He is acclaimed as one of India’s 
greatest poets. His poems helped rally the support in South India for the 
independence movement. He was Tamil pandit at Parameswara College, 
Jaffna, funded by Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan. He appears to have no 
direct connection with Colombo, although the Colombo Hindu College 
named one of their Houses after him.

BLAKE ROAD    Borella C8    
New Name:  Ruhunu Kala Mawatha 

Sir Henry Blake served as the Governor of the Bahamas, Jamaica, 
Newfoundland and Hong Kong before he was appointed Governor of 
Ceylon in 1903 at the age of sixty-four, a post he held until 1907. He was 
very keen on promoting rubber plantations, including the use of rubber 
paving to reduce traffic noise pollution. By the time he left there were 
150,000 acres of rubber plantations.

BLOEMENDHAL LANE    Kotahena  C13
See Bloemendhal Road. 

BLOEMENDHAL ROAD    Kotahena  C13
New Name:  K Cyril C Perera Mawatha

Bloemendhal means ‘vale of flowers’ in Dutch and this part of Colombo 
consisted of over 20 acres of wetlands. Unfortunately, this area (near 
the port) has, in recent times, been more famous for its huge municipal 
garbage dump.                                           
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BODHIRAJA MAWATHA    Pettah C11      
Old Name:  Gasworks Street

The tree on this street was allegedly planted from the branches of the 
original Bodhgaya tree under which the Buddha achieved enlightenment. 
This is the Bo or Bodhi tree, also known as the Sacred Fig tree (Ficus 
religiosa). The tree has very noticeable heart-shaped leaves, and the tree 
can keep growing for anything between 100 and 3,000 years. 

With the introduction of Buddhism to the island, the bodhi tree became 
the centre of Buddhist ritual and worship.

A road with a Bo tree is commonly called Bodhiraja. This is probably a 
reference to the nobility and kingship of this tree. 

BODHIRAJA MAWATHA    Maradana   C10
See Bodhiraja Mawatha above.

BOIS PLACE    Havelock Town  C5
Bois Bros was a leading company at the turn of the 20th century. They 
were general merchants, exporters, agents and property brokers. It was 
founded by two brothers, Percy and Stanley, who acquired Alstons, Scott 
& Co. who were leading agents for tea and rubber planters. 

Sir Stanley Bois was Chairman of the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce and a 
member of the Colombo Municipal Council in 1899.

BONJEAN ROAD    Kotahena  C13       
Christopher Bonjean was the first Archbishop of Colombo in 1887. He 
proposed and played a leading role in the founding of St. Joseph’s College.

BORELLA CROSS ROAD    Borella C8
Borella Cross Road feeds into Baseline Road, cutting in from Ward Place 
and crossing Maradana Road. 

BOSANWATTA LANE    Mutwal  C15
The watte or garden probably belonged to a ship’s officer ‘bosun’, itself a 
corruption of ‘boatswain’.
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BOSWELL PLACE    Wellawatte  C6
Like hundreds of other streets in the English-speaking world this was 
named after James Boswell (1740-95), famous for his ‘The Life of Samuel 
Johnson’ and travel journals.

BOTEJU ROAD    Havelock Town  C5
Quite a common Sri Lankan family name, probably of Portuguese origin. 
Rev Canon Jayawardene Welatantrige Edwin Botejue (1870-1968), a priest, 
politician and nationalist, was a famous name-bearer. He was a member of 
the Legislative Council for the Sabaragamuwa Province. C.P. de Silva, after 
his death, said that: “he fought for the equality of all races and also for the 
abandonment of special seats in churches. He was an ardent advocate of 
Constitutional reforms, whilst seeking better conditions for his electorate. 
He also worked indefatigably for the eradication of parangi that dread 
disease. Though a Christian cleric he stood up for the rights and privileges 
of Buddhist monks.” 

BOYD PLACE    Kollupitiya  C3    
Charles Twining Boyd (1842-1914), the Archdeacon of Colombo, lived at 
Arncliff, a large house next to Bishop’s College in Kollupitiya. This house is 
now a part of Bishops’ College. 

BRASSFOUNDER STREET    Kotahena  C13

Another occupational street name. An area where brass-smiths would ply 
their trade.

BRAYBROOKE PLACE    Slave Island  C2 
See Braybrooke Street

BRAYBROOKE STREET    Slave Island  C2 
This surname derives from Braybrooke in Northamptonshire, from the Old 
English Brada-broc meaning ‘the broad brook’. 

Braybrooke Hall in Slave Island was the official residence of the 
Commanding Officer of troops in Ceylon. 

Lieutenant/Lieutenant-Colonel/Maj-General Samuel Braybrooke joined 
the 1st Ceylon Regiment in 1816 and was in command of the Ceylon Rifles 
in the 1850s. He appeared before the Select Committee on Ceylon critical 
of brutal military practices during the 1818 rebellion.  



COLOMBO JUMBO39

In 1818 Braybrooke had been 
serving as Assistant Commissary 
at Badulla, in Uva Province: ‘Men 
were put to death by the orders of 
the individual officers without trial 
at all... there was one officer who 
used to have men hung while he 
was at his breakfast. Retribution 
rapidly followed….this officer was 
shot a few days afterwards by the 
Kandyans. He would otherwise have been tried by a court martial....’

Another Braybrooke, P.W., was a civil servant, Government Agent for the 
Central Province and a member of the Legislative Council.

BRIDGE STREET    Slave Island C2      
New Name:  Justice Akbar Mawatha

This street joins Slave Island to Galle Face.

BRISTOL STREET    Fort  C1

Probably named after the city in southwest England which in Old English 
was Brycgstow ‘the place at the bridge’. This was the site of the Bristol 
Hotel, founded at the turn of the century, and the Bristol Building, now 
demolished, a prime location for shops and offices.

BROWNRIGG ROAD    Havelock Town C5 
New Name:  Keppettipola Road

Lieutenant-General Robert Brownrigg was Governor of Ceylon 1812- 1820. 
He conquered the Kandy kingdom with the assistance of Kandyan chiefs 
anxious to oust King Sri Wikrama Rajasinghe. The invasion itself required 
little or no fighting. His reluctance to keep to the agreements he had 
made with the chiefs resulted in a major rebellion in October 1817 which 
Brownrigg put down ruthessly. The key leaders were executed, exiled or 
imprisoned (see Keppettipola Road) and the Uva-Wellassa region, where 
the rebellion started, was destroyed as part of a brutal ‘scorched earth’ 
strategy. He attained the rank of full General in 1819 and left Ceylon the 
following year. Rather appropriately, the colonial conqueror’s name has 
been replaced with that of his nationalist adversary.
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BUCHANAN STREET    Bambalapitiya  C4
Hector Cross Buchanan was a partner in Alstons, Scott & Co. Alstons owned 
2 coffee mills in Hunupitiya and Borella, employing 350 people each, and 
were the agents for several other properties. Buchanan was also Consul in 
Colombo for Norway and Sweden.

BULLERS LANE    Cinnamon Gardens  C7     
See Buller’s Road

BULLERS ROAD    Cinnamon Gardens  C7     
New Name: Bauddhaloka Mawatha

Charles R. Buller, Government Agent of the Western Province lived in de 
Brandery, now Temple Trees, the Prime Minister’s residence (currently 
occupied by the President). He was a member of the Colombo Municipal 
Council and a district judge. 

After the 1848 rebellion, Buller made a proposal to Governor Torrington 
that the Tooth Relic should be sent to Colombo or to England and that 
the Maligawa jewels should be sold to finance the suppression of the 
rebellion. Buller also suggested that the Maligawa should be converted 
into a commissariat store and that the Vishnu and Pattini Devales should be 
relocated on a piece of land between the Kandy town and the Katugastota 
Ferry. His object was to free the Esplanade of all religious activity and 
gatherings where large numbers would congregate. Not a man known for 
his tolerance!

BUTCHER’S STREET    Pettah C11     
New Name:  I x Pereira Street

This is another occupational street in the busy Pettah market.

BYRDE PLACE    Wellawatte C6
George Bird was a pioneer coffee planter and considered the father of 
coffee in Ceylon. He was the first to plant this crop on a commercial scale. 

In 1820 George Bird commenced coffee planting in the Kandy district and 
in 1824 opened the first coffee plantation at Sinnapitiya, near Gampola. 
His brother was Lt-Col Henry Charles Byrd, also a coffee planter and one of 
the first to  import labour from South India
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Henry Byrde, Henry Charles’ son, was a Captain in the Crimean War but 
left the army to join his father’s coffee business. On the creation of the 
Municipal Council in 1866 he joined it as an elected member, and in 1873 
was appointed Secretary and Superintendent of Works, offices which 
he held until his death. He supervised the construction of the Kandy 
waterworks and its massive masonry dam.

His son, Robert Waller Byrde, was Chairman of Colombo Municipal Council 
for six years during the period of the First World War (1913-19) and during 
the 1915 riots he famously introduced a law requiring all wealthy Sinhalese 
to contribute to a compensation fund for muslims.
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C
C. W. W. KANNANGARA MAWATHA    Cinnamon Gardens  C7
Old  Name:  Alexandra Place

Christopher William Wijeyekoon Kannangara (1884 - 1969) is known as 
the Father of Free Education in Sri Lanka. As the first Minister of Education 
in the State Council of Ceylon in 1931 he introduced extensive reforms to 
the country’s education system that opened up education to all children. 
He also served as an Ambassador to Indonesia (1950-52) and as Minister 
for Housing and Local Government (1952).

CAMBRIDGE PLACE    Cinnamon Gardens  C7
Cambridge is the old university town in England. Its original name was 
Grantabrycge, because it was a convenient crossing point over the Granta 
river. The name metamorphosed into Cambridge and it was the river that 
was renamed to ‘Cam’ to match the town. 

Sir John Kotelawala, Sir Ernest de Silva, Dudley Senanayake,  Pieter 
Keuneman, E. F. C. Ludowyk, Leonard Woolf, Sir William Ivor Jennings, 
E.O.E. Pereira were all Cambridge graduates.

If the road is named after a person, rather than a place, then the most likely 
pretender is Prince George, Duke of Cambridge (George William Frederick 
Charles 1819-1904), who was a member of the British Royal Family and a 
grandson of King George III. The Duke was an army officer and served as 
Commander-in-Chief of the British Army from 1856 to 1895. He became 
Duke of Cambridge in 1850.

CAMBRIDGE TERRACE    Cinnamon Gardens  C7
See Cambridge Place.

CAMERON PLACE    Bambalapitiya C3
Charles Hay Cameron was part of the Colebrooke-Cameron Commission 
set up by the British Colonial Office in 1829 to assess the administration of 
the island of Ceylon. Their recommendations included: the establishment 
of an Executive Council and Legislative Council; the amalgamation of the 
Kandyan and Maritime provinces; the admission of Ceylonese into the 
Ceylon Civil Service; and the establishment of  a principal public school on 
the British model .
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In 1837 he married Julia Margaret Cameron, who became a leading 
pioneer in photography. He was 20 years her senior.  Charles Cameron 
purchased coffee and rubber plantations in Ceylon and when they settled 
in the Isle of Wight they named their cottage Dimbola Lodge after one of 
their tea estates. The estates were managed by their three sons.

In October 1875 the Camerons left the Isle of Wight and moved back 
to Ceylon. Julia Cameron continued her photography at her new home 
but only a few photographs remain. The Camerons made only one more 
visit to England 1878. Julia Margaret Cameron died after a brief illness in 
Lalutara in 1879 and Charles Cameron in 1880

However, it was their son, Hardinge Hay Cameron, who gave the name 
to the road. He was private secretary to Sir William Gregory (1872-77) 
and the first full-time Chairman of Colombo Municipal Council (1887-93). 
Another son,  Henry Herschel Hay Cameron, was also a photographer.

CAMPBELL AVENUE    Maradana  C10
New Name:  Sri Dhamma Mawatha

The nearby Campbell Park, next to Wesley College and serving as its 
sports ground, was named after Sir George William Robert Campbell (G. 
W. R. Campbell), who became the first Chief Superintendent of Police in 
1866. He was head-hunted from the Bombay Police by the Governor, Sir 
Hercules Robinson (see Rosmead Place). Campbell, by bringing the whole 
of Ceylon under his control, created a modern, organised national police 
force. He retired in 1891 and served on the Municipal Council for twenty 
years (1870-90).

CAMPBELL PLACE    Maradana  C10
New Name:  Ananda Rajakaruna

See Campbell Avenue.  

Another Campbell is worth a mention here: Lieutenant-General Sir Colin 
Campbell who was the British Governor of Ceylon, 1841-47. 

However, given the proximity of the three ‘Campbells’ to the park I 
unhesitatingly attribute the name to G.W.R.

CAMPBELL TERRACE    Maradana  C10    
See Campbell Avenue
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CANAL LANE    Wellawatte  C6
See Canal Road.

CANAL ROAD    Wellawatte  C6
The Dutch developed a network of dams and canals in Ceylon to manage 
water resources (flood control and drainage) and to transport timber and 
spices such as pepper and cinnamon in barges to the main ports. Canals 
connected Colombo to Negombo, Chilaw and Puttalam in the North; and 
to Kotte, Kirillapone, Dehiwala, Kalutara and Beruwela in the South. The 
connection to the South was through Kotte Lake; down the Kirillapone, 
Dehiwala and Nedimale canals; to Bolgoda Lake; and then to the Kalu 
Ganga (the ‘black river’).  

This road runs alongside the Dehiwala Canal.

CANAL ROW    Fort C1
The canal in the Fort area separates it from Pettah. This street is somewhat 
further west. In the Portuguese days this was simply a ‘channel of water’. 

CAPTAINS GARDEN  ROAD    Maradana  C10
New Name:  Kovil Veediya

There appear to be two Captain’s Gardens. One in Kollupitiya (see 
Mahanuga Gardens) and this one behind Fort Station leading to the 
Captain’s Garden Hindu temple, Sri Kailawasanathar Swami Devasthanam.

CARLWIL PLACE    Bambalapitiya C3
There is a reference in Dutch Burgher genealogies to Thomas Carlwill of the 
45th Regiment of Foot stationed in Ceylon who married Anne Hepponstall, 
daughter of William Hepponstall of the Royal Artillery, in 1824.

CARMEL ROAD    Kollupitiya C3
The Carmelite Monastery is in Mattakkuliya and a convent previously 
existed next to St Anthony’s Church in Kollupitiya. The Sisters of St. 
Margaret, based in Boyd Place near St. Michael’s Church, were an Anglican 
education and training Mission. So the Carmelite connection with this 
road is unclear.

CASTLE AVENUE    Borella C8
Since this lane, Castle Terrace and the old Castle Street are all on or near 
the main thoroughfare to the ancient fortress city of Kotte it must be 
assumed that they refer to the fort, as do ‘Kotte’ and ‘Cotta’.
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CASTLE STREET    Borella C8    
New Name:  Dudley Senanyake Mawatha
See Castle Avenue

CASTLE LANE    Bambalapitiya  C4
The Shaideen family lived at no. 20, ‘The Castle’. Dr. Shaideen worked at 
the Wattala Dispensary.

CASTLE TERRACE    Borella C8
See Castle Avenue

CATTLE MART ROAD    Dematagoda  C9
New Name:  Baseline Lane

The was the site of the old cattle market and slaughter house. Colombo 
city had a slaughter house at No. 246 and No. 247 Baseline Road, 
Dematagoda for beef, pork and mutton from 1868. The cattle slaughter 
house at Dematagoda was closed in 1990 but the goat and pig slaughter 
houses have continued functioning under Colombo Municipal Council 
supervision. 

CENTRAL ROAD    Hulftsdorp C12     
New Name:  Mohamed Zain Mawatha

This road may have been central for the old layout of the city. But it is no 
longer, although it is fairly close to the Central Bus Station in Pettah. 

Dead centre Colombo is probably somewhere around Baddegama 
Wimalawansa Mawatha (Dean’s Road).

(MATTAKULIYA) CENTRE ROAD    Mutwal C15
As its name suggests this road draws a straight line through the middle of 
Mattakuliya.

CHAITIYA ROAD    Fort C1   
Old Name:  Marine Drive

A Chaitiya or dagoba is a Buddhist shrine including a stupa (the classic 
dome/mound-shaped structure which is typical of Buddhist temples). The 
Sambodhi Chaitiya stands on stilts some 20m off the ground. Its total height 
is nearly 80m with a span of about 50m. It was built to commemorate the 
Buddha Jayanthi in 1956 at a cost of 10m rupees. 
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It was felt that the Port needed a symbol of the Buddhist faith of the 
country for visitors and dignitaries arriving at the port. The Chaitiya is a 
landmark beacon for Sri Lankan Buddhism.

The frescoes were painted by Ven. Mapalagama Vipulasara who, in the 
1956 welcome ceremony for Prince Mikasa of Japan, decorated the entire 
stretch of road from Ratmalana Airport to the Governor’s residence with 
coconut leaves.

CHAITIYA ROAD    Grandpass C14 
Chaitiya Road leads to the Sri Jayatillakaramaya temple.

CHANDRALEKA MAWATHA    Borella  C8    
Old Name:  Arbuthnot Street

J. D. A. Perera, the famous portrait 
painter, lived at Arbuthnot Street 
and his wife Chandralekha 
conducted a Kandyan dancing 
class there. Chandralekha was 
one of the first women to break 
into Kandyan dance. Before the 
1950s women did not take part in 
Kandyan dance at all.  

She performed with Chitrasena, another icon of Sri Lankan dance, and was 
one of the pioneers of contemporary dance in Sri Lanka. J.D.A. Perera has 
an art gallery in Horton Place named after him, but not a street.

CHAPEL LANE    Wellawatte C6
This is the site of a Methodist church.

CHAPEL PLACE    Maradana C10      
New Name:  Khettarama Temple Road
This was probably the site of an old church or chapel which has long since 
gone. It is now the site of the Premadasa stadium.

CHARLEMONT ROAD    Wellawatte C6
This road was named after Charlemont Jonathan Gauder. See Alexandra 
Road.
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CHARLES DRIVE    Bambalapitiya C4
See Charles Way and Alfred House Avenue

CHARLES PLACE    Bambalapitiya C4
See Charles Way and Alfred House Avenue

CHARLES WAY    Bambalapitiya C4
Charles Henry de Soysa, a millionaire entrepreneur and philanthropist 
inherited huge estates from his father, Jeronis de Soysa, who had invested 
his earnings as a general merchant, timber contractor and arrack renter 
in coffee plantations and coconut estates. When the coffee blight killed 
off the plantations Charles de Soysa started planting tea. Soon his tea was 
commanding record prices at auctions in Colombo and London. 

In 1870, to commemorate the royal visit of Alfred, the Duke of Edinburgh, 
he renamed his Model Farm of 160 acres the Alfred Model Farm. See 
Model Farm Road.

He also named his Moratuwa schools ‘Prince of Wales’ and ‘Princess of 
Wales’ after Alfred’s brother, the future King Edward, who visited Ceylon 
in 1875.

Charles imported seeds and livestock from all over the world and 
conducted agricultural research to find ways of improving productivity. 
His investments were many and varied. At the time of his death in 1890 
he owned over 74 plantations totalling approximately 27,000 acre of tea, 
coconut, cinnamon and citronella. He owned a series of valuable properties 
in Moratuwa, Kandy and Colombo and had significant investments in 
plumbago, coir, coconut oil mills and in the import-export trade. 

See Alfred House Avenue and Bagatalle Road.

CHATHAM STREET    Fort C1   
The historic Dockyards at Chatham in Kent, England built, repaired and 
manned ships of the Royal Navy for over 400 years. The dockyard has 
associations with voyages of discovery (Cook and Darwin) as well as 
military conquest. William Pitt the Elder (1708 –1778), a British Prime 
Minister, was the 1st Earl of Chatham. 

The Lighthouse Clock Tower at the intersection of Chatham Street and 
Janadhipathi Mawatha was built in 1857. It was designed by Lady Ward, 
wife of the Governor. The clock was originally imported in 1804 and cost 
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£1,200 but the cost of putting it up was prohibitive and it was stored until 
the tower was completed. The four dials point to all four points of the 
compass. The lighthouse stood at 132 feet above sea level and had a white 
revolving double light which showed a triple flash lasting a second with 
an eighteen second wait. Powered by kerosene oil the light could be seen 
from a distance of 16 miles away in clear weather. 

The lighthouse was discontinued after the construction of new, taller 
buildings in the Fort in 1954. A new lighthouse was commissioned at Galle 
Buck where it still operates as a beacon to all ships entering Colombo 
Harbour.

CHELSEA GARDEN    Bambalapitiya C4
This was probably named after the area of London famous for its Flower 
Show, Army Pensioners and football team.

CHINA LANE    Pettah  C11
See China Street.

CHINA STREET    Fort C1
Given its Pettah location this 
undoubtedly refers to the sale 
of china goods rather than the 
country. One company that traded 
from this location was Goonesekera 
& Co., importers of chinaware, 
enamelware, aluminiumware, 
clocks, trays, vases and fancy goods.

These days it is less china and more plastic with a range of bags, toys, 
baubles and imitation paraphernalia.

CHITRA LANE    Havelock Town C5
Chitra is a common girl’s name. A wonderful story in the Mahavamsa 
relates how King Panduvasdev had a daughter named ‘Chitra’. The oldest 
of the sons was Prince Abhaya.  Chitra was was extremely beautiful and 
every man who saw her fell in love with her on first sight. When she 
was born, fortune tellers predicted that her future son would kill all her 
brothers and unite the whole country.
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After the death of King Panduvasdev, Abhaya became King and decided to 
imprison Chitra in a tower guarded by a hundred soldiers, day and night. 
One day Chitra looked out of the window and saw ‘Deega Gamini’. They 
fell in love immediately.  Deega Gamini built a secret ladder, and they used 
to meet this way every night. Chitra became pregnant and her brothers 
decided that if Chitra’s baby was a boy they would kill him. Chitra did 
indeed give birth to a son and named him ‘Pandukabhaya’. Then she and 
her attendants found a female baby, born the same day from a nearby 
village and switched the two babies. 

Many times the uncles heard the boy was still alive and sent soldiers to kill 
him. But when Pandukabhaya was twenty years old, he raised an army of 
his own and fought his uncles to gain the throne and become the King of 
the whole country. 

Chitra has other interesting associations. D S S Senanayake, the first Prime 
Minister of independent Ceylon, died when he suffered a stroke and fell 
off the Police horse, ‘Chitra’, at Galle Face Green in 1952. And Professor 
Malalasekara (see Malalasekara Mawatha), the famous Pali and Sinhala 
scholar, had a daughter called Chitra.

CHITTAMPALAM A GARDINER MAWATHA    Mutwal C15  
Old Name:  Parsons Road

Chittampalam Abraham Gardiner (1899-1960) was a pioneer cinema 
promoter. His most successful venture was Ceylon Theatres Ltd. which he 
founded in 1928. 

He was also the first Ceylonese Chairman of companies such as Cargills, 
which acquired and incorporated as a public limited company. He was 
appointed to the Senate of Ceylon and the Upper House of the Parliament 
in 1947. Sir Chittampalam remained Chairman of Ceylon Theatres until his 
death. 

CHURCH LANE    Mutwal C15
This lane is off Mattakkuliya Church road which leads to St Mary’s Church.

CHURCH ROAD    Slave Island C2    
New Name:  Sir Mohamed Macan Markar Mawatha
This road name refers to the gothic-style Christ Church, Galle Face. It was 
built by missionaries in 1853 and rebuilt after a wall collapsed following 
monsoon rains.
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CHURCH STREET    Fort C1     
The Garrison Church of St. Peter, between the Police Headquarters and 
the Grand Oriental Hotel, occupies the banquet hall of a former Dutch 
residence. It was first used for church services in 1804 and was consecrated 
by the Bishop of Calcutta, Dr Thomas Middleton, in 1821. Today, this 
building houses the Mission for Seafarers.

CHURCH STREET    Slave Island C2  
The Holy Rosary Church, also known as the Infant Jesus church, has an 
El Nino statue of the divine infant Jesus which is said to have miraculous 
powers. The Holy Rosary school is in Church Street itself; the church is on 
the other side of de Mel Park.

CLASSEN PLACE    Havelock Town C5
The Claessen dynasty is descended from Jan Pieter Claessen of Hamburg 
who arrived in Ceylon in 1757 aboard the ‘Torenvliet’ with the Dutch 
East India Company. The Claessens remained in Ceylon as proctors, 
accountants, surveyors and engineers. Perhaps the most famous of them 
was George Claessen (1909-2000) who made his name as a painter and 
founder artist of the ’43 group. This group was founded in Colombo in 
1943 as a reaction against the conservatism of the Ceylon Society of Arts. 
Lionel Wendt and the painter Harry Pieris were also members. George 
Claessen emigrated to Australia in 1947.

CLIFFORD AVENUE    Kollupitiya C3  
Sir Hugh Clifford was the Colonial Secretary, 1907-13, and British Governor 
of Ceylon, 1925-1927. Previously he had served twenty years in Malaya. 
Unhappy with the powers of the Governor to make legislative decisions he 
quickly accepted a job as Governor of the Straits Settlements (Singapore, 
Dinding, Penang and Malacca) in 1927.

CLIFFORD PLACE    Bambalapitiya C4
See Clifford Avenue

CLIFFORD ROAD    Kollupitiya C3  
New Name:  Colonel T G Jayawardena Mawatha
See Clifford Avenue



COLOMBO JUMBO51

COLOMBO PLAN ROAD    Fort C1-C6
Old Name:  Marine Drive

The Colombo Plan (for Cooperative Economic and Social Development 
in Asia and the Pacific) was launched on 1 July 1951 in Colombo as a 
cooperative venture for economic and social progress in the region.  It has 
27 member countries. 

COL. T. G. JAYAWARDENA MAWATHA    Kollupitiya C3  
Old Name:  Clifford Road

Colonel Theodore Godfrey Wijesinghe Jayewardene (1872 - 1945) was an 
engineer, politician and military officer. A member of the State Council of 
Ceylon, he was the first Ceylonese to became a commanding officer in the 
Ceylon Light Infantry. 

He joined the Public Works Department as a Civil Engineer. He enlisted in 
the Ceylon Light Infantry in 1889 and quickly climbed the ranks becoming 
a Major in 1908 and the Military Intelligence Officer of the Ceylon Defence 
Force in 1921. He reached the rank of Colonel, the highest rank a Ceylonese 
could achieve in the colonial era. He was elected to the State Council of 
Ceylon in 1933 from the Balangoda seat and held it till 1936.

COLLINGWOOD  PLACE    Wellawatte C6
Possibly named after Frank Collingwood Gauder, another member of the 
dynasty who owned land here and have other streets named after them 
(see Alexandra Road).

COLLEGE STREET    Kotahena  C13
This road leads to Prince College.

CONISTON PLACE    Cinnamon Gardens  C7
Coniston Water, part of the Lake District in Cumbria in England, was 
formerly known as Thurston Water. Coniston is probably a corruption 
of this. Coniston Place in Colombo is better known as the location of 
Wycherley, the residence and nursing home of Richard L. Spittel, a surgeon 
famous for his books on the Veddas. His daughter, Christine Spittel-Wilson 
also lived at Coniston Place and Wycherley is now an International School.



COLOMBO JUMBO52

COSMOS AVENUE    Cinnamon Gardens C7    
John Cosmas and H.P Cosmas were Greek partners in the Cargo Boat 
Despatch Co. which managed a fleet of 150 boats, steam tugs and lorries. 
In addition they ran their own businesses. Oasis Nurseries, stretching over 
several acres, was owned by John who also had investments in sugar, 
cinnamon, hardware, soap, rubber and perfumes. H.P. was a General 
Merchant too, with similar business interests. 

COTTA TERRACE    Borella  C8  
See Cotta Road.

COTTA ROAD    Borella  C8     
New Name:  Dr N M Perera Mawatha

This road in Borella leads to Sri 
Jayawardenapura and the new 
parliament complex at Kotte. The 
name ‘Cotta’ shows that it was the 
main route from Colombo to the 
fort city of Kotte which was still of 
strategic importance in colonial 
times.

COURT STREET    Hulftsdorp    C12
This street leads to the main courts complex in Hulftsdorp.

CIRCULAR ROAD    Cinnamon Gardens  C7
New Name:  F R Senanayake Mawatha

This is part of the road that circles Viharamahadevi (formerly Victoria) 
Park.

CUMARATUNGA MUNIDASA MAWATHA    Havelock Town C5
Cumaratunga Munidasa (1887–1944) was a leading Sinhala linguist, 
grammarian, commentator, writer, poet, and journalist.  He was sometimes 
controversial in his views suggesting that the Sinhalese should free 
themselves of Sanskrit influences. He founded the Hela Havula movement 
and attempted to eradicate Sanskrit words from the Sinhala language in 
favour of indigenous forms. Heladiva, the country, and Hela, the language, 
to him represented the real origins of the Sinhalese people.  
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D
D.M. COLOMBAGE MAWATHA    Wellawatte C6
Old Name:  Kirillapone Station Road 

Radio Ceylon was the first radio station in Asia. The first official broadcast 
was on July 27, 1924 and regular services started in 1925. D.M.Colombage 
was the first Sinhala announcer and opened proceedings with the words 
Kolambin Kathakarami – ‘Calling from Colombo.’ He was a pioneer 
broadcaster and was known as Colomba Maama (‘uncle’). He died in 1987.

D.R. WIJEWARDENE MAWATHA    Maradana C10      
Old Name:  McCallum Road

Don Richard Wijewardena (1886-1950) was Ceylon’s original Rupert 
Murdoch. He founded the English language Ceylon Daily News; bought 
out its main competitor, the Ceylon Independent; acquired the Sinhala 
language daily, Dinamina; and published a new Tamil language daily. The 
company HQ next to Beira Lake gave its name to his publishing group, the 
Lake House Group, with its newspaper subsidiary, Associated Newspapers 
of Ceylon Ltd.

D. S. FONSEKA ROAD    Bambalapitiya C4  
Old Name:  Training School Road
D.S. Fonseka was a member of the Colombo Municipal Council 1937-46.

D.S. SENANAYAKE MAWATHA    Borella C8    
Old Name:  Baseline Road

This section of the old Baseline Road from 
Kanatte Cemetery to Borella Junction is 
now named after the first Prime Minister of 
independent Ceylon (1948-52) and founder 
of the United National Party (UNP) who 
lived here. 

He strived to create a secular, multi-ethnic, 
inclusive, pro-Western Sri Lanka; but is just 
as famous for stripping the Plantation Tamils 
of their citizenship. He died after having a 
stroke and falling off his horse while riding 
at Galle Face.
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DAISY VILLA AVENUE    Bambalapitiya C4  
A very suburban English name for a downtown street. No sign of daisies 
or of a suburban villa.

DAM STREET    Hulftsdorp C12
According to one tradition 
Damba Street gets its name 
from the Damba trees 
(Anthocephalus cadamba/
indicus or Nauclea cadamba) 
that grew there. Dam, in this 
account, is an Anglicization of 
Dam Gas Vidya.
The other derivation is from 
the damming of Beira lake which was once a marshland tributary of the 
Kelani River. Fr S.G. Perera explains: ‘To turn a river into a lake it must be 
dammed in two places. Where these two dams were we are not told. The 
modern Dam Street is so called because the road ran over a dam and not 
because it was called Dam Gas Vidya in Sinhalese ... The dam over which 
the road runs is marked on maps illustrating the last siege of Colombo 
in 1656 and it might possibly be the original dam of the river.’ The other 
dam must have been somewhere in the neighbourhood of the present 
Maradana Junction Railway Station.’

DANIELS AVENUE    Havelock Town C5
Old Name:  Pathiba Road (Part)

The Daniels/Danielsz family are one of the oldest Dutch Burgher families 
in Sri Lanka and, in some cases, date back to the 18th century. One Dr 
Danielsz was sent to Kandy in 1739 to treat the ulcerated leg of King 
Raja Singha. When dressings failed to do the trick he prescribed tonics 
and bitters which so revolted the King’s tastebuds that he insisted they 
were drowned in arrack. When the remedies were clearly going to fail the 
doctor hurried off before the King could take his revenge.  

Daniel, Randolph and Jan Danielsz joined the Dutch East India Company’s 
service in 1752, 1764 and 1768 respectively and from 1789 all generations 
were born in Ceylon. 
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DANIELS ROAD    Mutwal C15
New Name:  Dhawalasingharama Mawatha

John Bartholomew Daniel was a ship’s chandler who lived at the ‘Grange’ 
in Madampitiya, a property with 7 acres. He married twice and had ten 
children. One of his daughters, Madaleine Cecilia (1853-1945), married 
Arthur Alvis (see Alvis Place). Josephine Elizabeth Daniel, a daughter from 
his first wife (Anna Raux), was Arthur Alvis’ stepmother.

One son, Henry Daniel, was Superintendent of Minor Roads. Another son, 
Annesley Young Daniel, was an Auctioneer in Baillie Street. Annesley Young 
was the grandfather of Barbara Sansoni (now Lewcock), the creator of 
Barefoot and one of the celebrated Daniel sisters of a modern generation.

DANISTER DE SILVA MAWATHA    Borella C8    
Dr. W. Danister de Silva was a member of Colombo Municipal Council 
(1949-1957, 1960-3) and the SLFP organiser for Borella ward. His nickname 
was dadi-bidi ‘always in a hurry’.

DARLEY ROAD    Maradana  C10
New Name:  T B Jayah Road   
Edward J. Darley came to Ceylon in 1836 and worked for Ackland, Boyd & 
Co. (1829-1847).  When Ackland, Boyd & Co. failed, Darley acquired the 
agency work for the coffee estates and started his own business, Darley 
& Co. In 1848, Samuel Butler teamed up with Darley and the business 
name was changed to Darley, Butler & Co. The company managed exports 
of a wide range of Ceylonese products. They had warehouses and a mill 
complex in New Maddema (Slave Island) which dealt in coffee, oil products 
and plumbago. They had a very successful period exporting cotton during 
the American Civil War.

DAVIDSON ROAD    Bambalapitiya C4  
Walter Edward Davidson joined the Ceylon Civil Service in 1880 and held 
various posts there until 1901. He served as Chairman of the Colombo 
Municipal Council and was Mayor of Colombo (1897-8). He served on 
three Railway Commissions.

He left Ceylon in 1901 to pursue a colonial career that took him to South 
Africa, the Seychelles and Canada.
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DAWSON STREET    Slave Island C2 
Captain William Francis Dawson was a Royal Engineer and he was given 
the job of building the Colombo - Kandy Road. This was the first road in 
Ceylon built to contemporary standards. The 38m Dawson Tower stands 
at the top of the Kadugannawa Pass which was previously the only access 
route to the mountain district. At the foot of the monument’s 110 steps 
is an inscription praising the man ‘whose science and skill planned and 
executed this road and other works of public utility’. He died of dysentery 
before he could see the road completed. 

DAYA ROAD    Wellawatte C6
Daya in Sinhala means compassion or sympathy. It is a common girl’s name.

DE COSTA GARDENS    Havelock Town C5
De Costa is a name of Portuguese origin indicating someone who lived or 
came from the sea coast or the banks of a river. The de Costa name is quite 
common. Lt-Col. Dr. Rex de Costa, who was assassinated during the 1971 
JVP uprising when he volunteered medical aid to a besieged police station 
in Deniyaya, lived at St. Clair in Gower Street.  Close, but not close enough.

DE FONSEKA PLACE    Havelock Town C5
See De Fonseka Road.

DE FONSEKA ROAD    Bambalapitiya C4  
This road joins Dickman’s Road and Vajira Road. Simon Richard De Fonseka 
and his family used to live and own properties in this area. The property 
known as ‘The Glades’ still exists, but the other properties have been 
demolished, rebuilt or sold. Until Duplication Road was built in the 1870’s 
this was the only road linking Dickman’s Road and Vajira Roads.  

Fonseca is a Portuguese name for someone who came from or lived 
by a dry well or fountain. The name is particularly associated with the 
Portuguese company that produces some of the world’s finest port.

DE KRETSER PLACE    Bambalapitiya C4  
Cornelis de Kretser arrived in Ceylon in 1661 on board the ship ‘Hetwapen 
van Hollandt’ as an adelborst or midshipman. He was the first de Kretser 
to come to Ceylon. His son Louis followed in 1684 and he married and 
settled here. 
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The dynasty has produced boekhouder (accountants), police inspectors/
superintendents, doctors, lawyers, engineers, surveyors, civil servants, 
customs officers, planters and, in the most recent generation, the prize-
winning author Michelle de Kretser.

Herbert Kenneth de Kretser was a Municipal Councillor 1932-6, a 
Provincial Engineer and President of the Dutch Burgher Union. The de 
Kretser families were a well-connected and closely-knit group. Most of 
the Colombo de Kretsers lived in Bambalapitiya, except for a few who had 
moved ‘upmarket’ to live in Cinnamon Gardens, Colombo 7. 

Burgher social life in Bambalapitiya revolved around the de Kretsers. 
Burghers said that if one threw a stone in Bambalapitiya the probability 
was that it would hit a de Kretser! 

DE LA SALLE STREET    Mutwal C15
This is the site of the De la Salle College near the Mutwal Fishery Harbour. 
The Christian Brothers established the De La Salle College in 1905 as a 
school for underprivileged boys in the fishing community of Mutwal/
Colombo North, one of Colombo’s poorest districts. The brothers continue 
to teach and manage the school although the school is now under 
government control.

DE MEL MAWATHA    Slave Island C2 
Old Name:  Sir Henry de Mel Mawatha

Sir Henry Lawson De Mel (1877-1936) was a Ceylonese industrialist and 
politician. He was a member of the Legislative Council, founder of H.L. De 
Mel & Co. and a Municipal Council member for 18 years (1908-26). His 
company managed 5,000 acres of cinnamon and tea plantations. It had 
investments in export-import, graphite and textile mills.

DE SARAM LANE    Mutwal  C15
F. J. & G. de Saram is the oldest law firm in Sri Lanka. It was founded in 
1841 and F.J. was a Colombo Municipal Council member (1866-7) only one 
year after the Council’s inception. More importantly, F.J. and G. de Saram 
were the Council’s legal attorneys.

DE SARAM PLACE    Maradana C10    
See de Saram Lane
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DE VOS AVENUE    Bambalapitiya C4  
Oliver de Vos arrived in Ceylon in 1673 on board the ‘Wapen van der Goes’. 
The de Vos family produced successive generations of clerks, accountants, 
surveyors, lawyers and doctors. Charles Edward de Vos was an advocate 
at the Supreme Court and a nominated member of the Legislative Council. 
F.H. de Vos compiled many of the genealogies for the Dutch Burgher Union 
I have used to write this book.

DE WAAS LANE    Grandpass C14
De Waas is a Dutch name from wase, waes meaning from the ‘marsh’ or 
‘wetland’. As a Burgher name it dates back to at least the 18th century and 
there are many mentions of the family in the Dutch Burgher genealogies. 
The De Waas family probably owned property along this road.

DEAL PLACE    Kollupitiya C3  
Deal is an historic English town near Dover in the county of Kent, famous 
for its port, resort and castle. Deal means ‘pit’ or ‘hollow’.

It would be nice to think this was the site of an early Stock Exchange. But 
it is simply another example of a homesick Englishman.

DEANS ROAD    Maradana  C10    
New Name:  Baddegama Wimalawansa Mawatha

John Deane was a civil servant and Colonial Secretary under a series of 
governors from Sir Thomas Maitland to Sir Edward Barnes and was the 
Colonial Treasurer 1816-22. 

Another story I researched suggests Deans Road was named after 3 
brothers, namely Samsudean, Omardean and Sheriefdean (D’in: the 
Islamic religion or faith). M.S. Abu Bakr, the Deputy Mayor in 1950 when 
the road name change was proposed, tried unsuccessfully to keep the 
name. It is suggested that he was related to the Dean/D’in family. The 
Dean Brothers had a printing press at No. 60 and the newspaper Muslim 
Nation was printed here. I think the first of these is the most likely.

DEANSTON PLACE    Kollupitiya C3  
Sir John Muir opened the Finlay, Muir & Co office in Queen Street, 
Colombo in 1893. The company was engaged in insurance, import-export, 
tea, coconut and rubber. 



COLOMBO JUMBO59

The Finlay family lived at Deanstone House in Deanstone in Perthshire, 
Scotland. Deanstone was the site of the company’s original cotton mills. 
The company is still active internationally and in Sri Lanka it is still involved 
in the tea, insurance, warehousing and agency businesses.

DEMATAGODA PLACE    Dematagoda  C9
See  Zones: Dematagoda

DEMATAGODA ROAD    Dematagoda  C9
New Name:  Sri Vijiragnana Mawatha
See  Zones: Dematagoda

DESHAMANYA H. K. DHARMADASA MAWATHA    
Slave Island   C2   
Old Names:  Sugathodaya Mawatha, Jefferson Street   

In 1942 Nawaloka Timber Stores was established. Now Nawaloka 
has grown into a group of companies covering many fields including 
construction, industries, trading and health care. Today, the group has over 
4000 employees and a large fleet of modern construction machinery and 
equipment. Nawaloka Hospitals is the flagship. It can accommodate 350 
inhouse patients. The company’s Chairman and Founder is Deshamanya 
H. K. Dharmadasa.
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DESTRUCTOR ROAD    Grandpass C14     
New Name:  Mahakumarage Road

Destructor Road or Kunu Molaya, in Sinhala, refers to the place where 
garbage is collected, treated or decomposed. An interesting article by 
Elmo Leonard suggests that the city’s garbage was in fact dumped into 
a great marsh which is now Sugathadasa Stadium and that until the 50s 
Colombo’s rubbish was collected by coal and steam engines with solid 
rubber tyres. You can see one of these, and a traction engine, at the Old 
Town Hall Museum in Pettah.

DESTRUCTOR ROAD    Pettah C11    
New Name:  Nagaspura Mawatha
See Destructor Road, Grandpass.

DEVANAMPIYATISSA ROAD    Maradana  C10
Devanampiya (‘beloved of the gods’) Tissa, was a Sinhalese king in the 
ancient capital of Anuradhapura from 307 BCE to 267 BCE. It was during 
his reign that Buddhism first arrived as a gift from the Mauryan Emperor, 
Ashoka through his son, Mahinda Thera. The traditional location given for 
Devanampiya Tissa’s coversion is the sacred site of Mihintale which boasts 
not only the cave which Mahinda Thera lived in for forty years but also a 
relic of the Buddha. 

Another gift from Emperor Ashoka was a branch of the sacred bodhi 
tree under which the Buddha achieved enlightenment. According to the 
Mahavamsa, Devenampiya Tissa planted the Sri Maha Bodhi tree in 288 
BC in Anuradhapura. This would make it the oldest tree in the world.

DEVIKA GARDENS    Havelock Town C5
Devika meana ‘goddess’ and is a common girl’s name. It is a popular 
epithet for the Hindu goddesses Lakshmi, Parvathi and Saraswathi. But 
as there appear to be no temples down this street I assume that its name 
comes from the first name of a resident.

DHAMMARAMA ROAD    Wellawatte C6
This road leads to the Saddharmaramaya temple along the Kirillapone 
Canal.
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DHARMAKIRTHIYARAMA ROAD    Kollupitiya C3   
Old Name:  Albert Road

This road leads to the Dharmakirthiyarama Temple. Kirthi in Sanskrit 
or kitti in Pali means ‘fame’ or ‘praise’ and is a common monk’s name. 
The most famous Sinhalese monk bearing this name was the author of 
the second part of the Mahavamsa, the Culavamsa. The Culavamsa was 
written in the 13th century AD and continues the story of the Mahavamsa 
from the arrival of the Tooth Relic in the 4th century AD until the end of 
the reign of King Parakramabahu the Great in the 12th.

(SRIMATH ANAGARIKA) DHARMAPALA MAWATHA    
Cinnamon Gardens  C7
Anagarika Dharmapala (1864-1933) was a Sinhalese nationalist and 
Buddhist revivalist. His original name was Don David Hewavitharana 
and he was the son of Don Carolis Hewavitharana (see below). When 
he took Buddhist Orders he adopted the name Anagarika (‘homeless’) 
Dharmapala (‘protector of the faith’). He worked closely with Madame 
Blavatsky, Colonel Olcott and the Theosophists at first, but broke with 
them later when he saw that Theosophy was diluting his commitment to 
the Buddhist cause. 

He was shocked to see the Buddhist site at Bodh Gaya in India 
(commemorating the place where the Buddha achieved enlightenment) 
had been Hindu-ised and he launched a campaign to have it restored and 
returned to Buddhist control. This was only achieved in 1947.

As a Sinhalese nationalist he exhorted his fellow ‘sons of the soil’ to stand 
up for themselves and win back their glorious past with a missionary 
zeal that often provoked controversy, fully reflected in this often quoted 
passage from ‘Return to Righteousness’, a collection of his speeches and 
writings: 

‘This bright, beautiful island was made into a Paradise by the Aryan 
Sinhalese before its destruction was brought about by the barbaric 
vandals. Its people did not know irreligion... Christianity and polytheism 
[i.e. Hinduism] are responsible for the vulgar practices of killing animals, 
stealing, prostitution, licentiousness, lying and drunkenness... The 
ancient, historic, refined people, under the diabolism of vicious paganism, 
introduced by the British administrators, are now declining slowly away.’
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DON CAROLIS ROAD    Havelock Town C5
Don Carolis Hewavitharana Wijeyaguneratne (1833-1906) was a Ceylonese 
businessman. He was also the father of Anagarika Dharmapala. 

H. Don Carolis & Sons Ltd. was one of the largest furniture companies in 
Ceylon. It exported furniture to Australia, Europe and South Africa, and had a 
factory called the ‘Steam Furniture Works’ in Slave Island. Don Carolis won awards 
at exhibitions in Paris and St Louis for its furniture displays. The company is 
still going strong selling furniture and homeware.

DHAWALASINGHARAMA MAWATHA    Mutwal  C15
Old Name:  Daniels Road

The lion is one of the most powerful icons in Buddhism: the Buddha is often 
referred to as the Lion of the Shakya clan seated on a throne supported 
by eight lions; the ‘Lion’s Roar’ symbolises the Buddha’s enlightenment 
teaching; and King Asoka, who converted Sri Lanka to Buddhism used four 
lions back-to-back as his emblem pillar. This road leads to the White Lion 
temple (Dhawala ‘white’ and Singha ‘lion’). White lions are extremely rare 
and highly valued. 

DIAS PLACE    Hulftsdorf  C12
C. P. Dias was a member of the 
Colombo Municipal Council for 36 
years (1891-1926). He was also 
headmaster of Wesley College 
for 40 years, teaching Latin and 
English. The College Facebook 
entry describes him as ‘a strict 
disciplinarian who was greatly loved 
by the students‘.

DICKMANS ROAD    Havelock Town   C5  
New Name:  Sir Lester James Pieiris Mawatha

Johan Heindrich Freiderich Dickmann, a surgeon from Magdeburg, arrived 
in Ceylon in 1786 on board ’De Draak’. His grandson, Henricus Gerardus 
or Henry George to his friends, was a doctor too and became the Colonial 
Surgeon in the Civil Medical Department. 
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DR. BRITTO BABAPULLE PLACE    Grandpass   C14
This is a classic Colombo Chetty name and Dr. C Brito Babapulle, an ex-
St. Benedict’s student, was a leading medical figure in his times with a 
practice based in Grandpass.

DR. COLVIN R. DE SILVA MAWATHA     Slave Island   C2    
Old Name:  Union Place

Colvin De Silva was a prominent left-wing politician, a leading criminal 
barrister in the post-Independence period and a Trotskyite politician.
During the Second World War he escaped from Bogambara Prison, 
following arrest for anti-war activities, and became an exile in India.

 In 1947 he was elected to parliament as the Bolshevik Samasamaja Party 
(BSP) member for Wellawatte-Mount Lavinia. When the Trotskyite Lanka 
Sama Samaja Party (LSSP) and BSP merged, de Silva became a leading 
figure in the LSSP.

He roundly opposed the Sinhala Only Act of 1956. He described the issue 
at hand as a choice between ‘two languages one nation, one language 
two nations’ saying: ‘Do we want an independent Ceylon or two bleeding 
halves of Ceylon which can be gobbled up by every ravaging imperialist 
monster that may happen to range the Indian Ocean? These are issues 
that in fact we have been discussing under the form and appearance of 
the language issue.’

Although he opposed the LSSP’s partnership with the Sri Lanka Freedom 
Party in government in 1964, de Silva remained with the Party and served 
as Minister for Plantation Industries and later Constitutional Affairs in 
Srimavo Bandaranaike’s governments. He drafted the new Constitution of 
Sri Lanka in 1972 which enshrined Sinhalese values, identity and religion 
for the first time.

In 1982 he finished in 5th place in the Presidential election polling only 1% 
of the vote in a two horse race between J.R. Jayawardena and the SLFP.

He wrote his PhD on British rule in Ceylon at the University of London and 
in one of his more famous remarks he said: ‘The Sun never sets on the 
British Empire: That’s because God does not trust the British in the dark.’
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DR. E. A. COORAY MAWATHA    Wellawatte   C6 

Dr Cooray was a medical practitioner, a member of the Colombo Municipal 
Council (1924-6) and a member of the Legislative Council for Colombo 
South (1930).

DR. N. M. PERERA MAWATHA    Borella   C8    
Old Name:  Cotta Road 

Nanayakkarapathirage Martin Perera (1905-1979) was a founder member 
of the Trotskyite LSSP, Mayor of Colombo (1954-56) and Minister of Finance 
(1964-5, 1970-75). In 1936 he was elected to the State Council and used 
the opportunity to campaign for full Independence for Ceylon. During the 
war he was imprisoned by the British but managed to flee to India. He 
became the first leader of the Opposition in 1947 but only managed to 
secure posts in the governments of Srimavo Bandaranaike following the 
LSSP’s decision to ally with the ruling SLFP.

The street should really be called Dr. Dr. N.M. Perera because he held a 
double doctorate from the University of London.  

DR. PREMASIRI KEMADASA    Cinnamon Gardens C7
Old Name:  Guilford Crescent 

Premasiri Kemadasa (also Khemadasa) (1937–2008) was a Sri Lankan 
composer. His unique style blended many elements from different parts 
of the world. He wrote for films, tele-dramas, plays as well as his own 
symphonies and operas.

DRIEBERG’S AVENUE    Maradana   C10    
New Name:  Jayantha Weerasekara Mawatha

Johannes Gerardus Drieberg, a cadet bombardier, came to Ceylon from 
Rotterdam with the Dutch East India Company at the end of the 18th 
century. The Drieberg dynasty has included proctors, doctors, planters, 
engineers and lawyers.  A few who possibly merit a street name include:

James Stewart Drieberg ( 1846-1907), a member of the Colombo Municipal 
Council 1888-91 who was also a district judge, police magistrate and held 
administrative posts in the government; John Benjamin Drieberg (1861-
1920) the Chief Medical Officer for Public Health Health for Colombo 
Municipal Council 1891-1902; James Alfred Grenier Drieberg (1871-
1920), son of James Stewart, who was District Engineer in the Public 
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Works Department; and Allan Drieberg (1873-1938), also son of James 
Stewart, who was Justice of the Supreme Court and one of the first elected 
members of the Legislative Council.

DUDLEY SENANAYAKE MAWATHA    Borella   C8  
Old Name:  Castle Street

Dudley Shelton Senanayake (1911-
1973) became the second Prime 
Minister of independent Ceylon 
in 1952-3 following his father’s 
death (a surprise choice for many 
who assumed Sir Kohn Kotelawala 
would be the successor). 

He had previously been a State 
Council member and Minister 
for Agriculture in his father’s 
government. 

He resigned following economic problems and a hartal in 1953 but 
returned in 1957 following the UNP’s defeat at the elections and became 
Prime Minister again in 1960 and 1965-70.

DUKE STREET    Fort   C1   
This street was named after Prince Frederick Augustus, Duke of York, 
the second son of King George III. The Duke became Commander-in-
Chief of the British Army in 1795. Governor Brownrigg was formerly his 
Military Secretary. Fort Frederick in Trincomalee was named after him too.
Difficulties in the early years of his military command led to him being 
mocked in the rhyme: ‘The grand old Duke of York. He had ten thousand 
men. He marched them up to the top of the hill. And he marched them 
down again’. Later military successes indicated that this may have been a 
little unfair.

DUPLICATION ROAD    Kollupitiya C3   
New Name:  R A de Mel Mawatha

So called because it was a parallel extension to Galle Road to alleviate 
traffic problems. It was built in the 1870s. See Alfred House Avenue.
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DUTUGEMUNU STREET    Wellawatte   C6  
Dutugemunu, Dutthagamani or even Gamani Abhaya (‘fearless Gamini’) 
is a historical Sinhalese king whose legendary life is the main subject 
matter of the Mahavamsa epic. He reigned from 161 BCE to 137 BCE. He is 
renowned for defeating and overthrowing the King Elara of Anuradhapura, 
who is generally seen as a Tamil usurper. 

Following his victory Dutugemunu started a range of mammoth building 
projects which survive in Anuradhapura to this day: Maricavatti Vihara, 
the modern Mirisavetiya Dagaba; Lohapasada, or the Brazen Palace, 
a nine-storey building for monks with a copper-tiled roof; and the 90m 
Ruwanweliseya, or Great Stupa, built to house the begging bowl of the 
Buddha.

Dr N.M Perera
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E
E. S. FERNANDO MAWATHA    Wellawatte   C6  
Fernando is a very common Sinhalese surname dating back to the 
Portuguese. However, although are a dozen Fernandos who have been 
well-known personalities and even members of the Colombo Municipal 
Council, so far no sign of an E.S.

E. W. BASTIAN MAWATHA    Pettah   C11
W.E. Bastian & Co were wholesale and retail paper merchants, publishers 
and stationers based nearby in 4th Cross Street, Pettah. Not to be confused 
with ‘bastian’ or ‘bastion’, the eleven walls of the old Dutch fort. See 
Leyden Bastian Road and Zones: Fort.

E. W. PERERA MAWATHA    Maradana   C10  

Edward Walter Perera (1875 - 1953), the 
‘Lion of Kotte’, was a lawyer, politician 
and nationalist. He was member of 
the State Council, later the Legislative 
Council and was President of the Ceylon 
National Congress, appearing before the 
Donoughmore Commision in 1926-7. 
Following the clampdown on Sinhalese 
leaders after the 1915 riots, he prepared 
the celebrated ‘Memorandum upon 
Recent Disturbances in Ceylon’. 

He managed to smuggle this secret document in a shoe and get it to 
England to make an appeal to the Secretary of State for the Colonies for the 
repeal of martial law. The book detailed the atrocities committed by the 
police. An inquiry followed under the new Governor, Sir John Anderson. 
While in England, he managed to recover the banner of the last king of 
Kandy from the Royal Hospital in Chelsea.

EBERT PLACE    Havelock Town   C5  
George Godfried Ebert was born at Aarneburg (Brandenburg) and arrived 
in Ceylon around 1725. He was the first of the German-descended Eberts. 
A likely candidate for the street name is Justin Oswald, J.P., Superintendent 
of Minor Roads, Colombo District.
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EDMONTON ROAD    Wellawatte   C6  
Edmonton in Alberta, Canada is named after Edmonton, Middlesex. It 
was the birthplace of Sir James Winter Lake, the Hudson’s Bay Company’s 
Deputy Governor at the time. There is probably a similar derivation here.

EDWARD AVENUE    Wellawatte   C6   
This is a very common first name, but first names are rarely used for 
streets. It could be the Prince of Wales again (see Edward Lane and Prince 
of Wales Avenue). Also, Edward was the first name of three governors: see 
Barnes Lane, Stubbs Place and Paget Road.

EDWARD LANE    Kollupitiya C3
This was possibly named after King Edward VII when he was the Prince of 
Wales. His brother, Alfred, has a few streets with his name close by. See 
Prince of Wales Avenue.

ELFINDALE AVENUE    Bambalapitiya   C4  
Elfindale comes from the Anglo-Saxon Elfenne of Elf, a ‘fairy’ or ‘spirit’. 
Elfenne or elf-stones are a peculiar hard flint, and in olden times were 
supposed to be shot by the fairies or elfs. Any place with this kind of stone 
has this name. There is an Elfindale Tea Estate near Maskeliya, west of 
Hatton.

ELIAS PLACE    Maradana   C10  
Elias is a name which is derived ultimately from the Hebrew, ‘Yahweh is my 
God.’ It was a common first name as well as a family name. But which one 
of these explains this street name will remain a mystery.

ELIBANK ROAD    Havelock Town   C5  
Arthur Elibank Havelock was the British Governor from (1890-1895). See 
Havelock Road.

ELIE HOUSE ROAD    Mutwal C15          
The Hon. Philip Anstruther of Tillicoultry (1802-1893) was the Colonial 
Secretary of Ceylon 1838-45. He built Elie House and planted 14 acres with 
tropical fruit trees specially imported from Singapore. Elie House gets its 
name because Anstruther was the grandson of the third baronet of Elie 
House in Elie in the county of Fife, Scotland. 
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Elie House has had a succession of famous residents including: Charles 
Lorenz; Sir Emerson Tennent, another Colonial Secretary and writer/
historian on Ceylon; George Wall, the politician and journalist; and Sir 
Solomon Dias Bandaranayaike, the powerful colonial Head Mudaliyar, 
whose son, daughter-in-law and grand-daughter all became Prime 
Ministers of Sri Lanka. 

Emerson Tennent described it like this: ‘It stands on the ridge of a projecting 
headland, commanding a wide prospect over the Gulf of Mannar; and in 
the midst of a garden containing the rarest and most beautiful trees of 
the tropics, tamarinds, jambus, nutmegs, guavas, mangoes, and oranges, 
the graceful casuarinas of Austraha, and the beautiful traveller’s palm of 
Madagascar.’

Another famous occupant is the ghost of Anstruther himself. When Lorenz 
was living there a lady guest saw a figure at the bottom of her bed. The 
following day she was able to recognise the face as that of Sir Philip who 
had died the night before, far away from Ceylon.

ELIE LANE    Mutwal C15          
See Elie House Road.

ELLIOT PLACE    Borella   C8
Dr Christopher Elliott was the Principal Civil Medical Officer and editor 
of the Ceylon Observer. He campaigned for local representation in the 
Legislative Council. The Ceylon Observer and Commercial Advertiser were 
both openly critical of the Campbell and Torrington administrations. 

ELVITIGALA MAWATHA    Borella   C8 
This  six  lane highway was named 
after a famous Ayurvedic physician 
who lived and practised in 
Narahenpita. Neelammahara and 
Elvitigala are two core traditions of 
Sri Lankan indigenous medicine.

EMILDA LANE    Bambalapitiya   C4  
Emelda is a more common name, although Emilda does exist. Emelda 
Patricia Gonsal (1907-1956) was the wife of Paul Robert Bernadin Prosper 
Caspersz, Superintendent of Surveys.  The Surveys Department is often a 
good bet for street naming but this is a little too recent.
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EPSOM STREET    Havelock Town   C5  
See Aintree Street.

ERNEST DE SILVA MAWATHA    Cinnamon Gardens   C7   
Old Name:  Flower Road

Sir Ernest de Silva (1887–1957) 
was a millionaire businessman, 
banker, philanthropist and 
stamp collector. He founded and 
chaired the Bank of Ceylon. After 
independence, he was asked 
to become the first Governor 
General, a job he turned down for 
family reasons. 

The President of Sri Lanka, Ranasinghe Premadasa, said of his philanthropy 
that: ‘if there was a Buddhist Temple or school that he did not help, it was 
not in Sri Lanka’.

His stamp collection was second only to that of King George V’s and 
included the much sought after Mauritius one penny which recently 
fetched $1.1m at auction. Rather appropriately a stamp was issued to 
commemorate him after his death.

He owned two properties in this road, one is now the Russian Embassy 
and the other is the Prime Minister’s Office.

ESAIKAMUTHU PLACE    Kotahena   C13
A Tamil name, but no other clues.

ESTHER AVENUE    Havelock Town   C5  
Esther is a common girl’s name which recalls the Queen of Persia in the 
Bible.

The first Dutch Governor of Ceylon married Jacomina Rosegaard in Batavia 
in 1640. When she died Governor van Goens married Esther de Solemne. 
They had a daughter they called Esther Ceylonia. When the baby was being 
baptised the parents presented Wolvendaal Church with a handsome 
baptismal basin on a carved tripod stand which still being used. Tragically, 
the daughter died the day after the ceremony and a stone was placed on 
the outer wall of Wolvendaal Church which commemorates the two wives 
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of Governor van Goens. This is too early and too far south for a street 
naming, but it is an interesting story.

A famous Esther was married to Sir Oliver Goonetilleke (1892-1978), the 
third Governor-General of Ceylon (1954-1962) and the first Ceylonese to 
hold the post. She died in 1931. 

There are many more Esthers but it is not clear which one had a road 
named after them.

ESTHER PLACE    Havelock Town   C5  
See Esther Avenue.
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F
F. R SENANANAYAKE MAWATHA    Cinnamon Gardens   C7
After the formation of the United National Party (UNP) D.S. Senanayake, 
S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike, Sir Baron Jayathilake, Piyadasa Siresena, J. R. 
Jayawardana voted to give the party leadership to Frederick Richard 
Senanayake. The sudden death of F. R. resulted in the election of his 
younger brother, D. S. Senanayake, who eventually became Prime Minister, 
with S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike as his deputy.

F.R. was actively involved in the Temperance Movement and was one of 
the Sinhalese arrested after the 1915 disturbances. Following his release 
he campaigned for a commission to enquire into the handling of the crisis 
which duly took place under the Governorship of Sir John Anderson. He 
died in Calcutta in 1925 after he fell ill on a pilgrimage to Bodh Gaya in 
India, the site of the Buddha’s enlightenment.

FAIR FIELD GARDENS    Borella   C8 
Fairfield is a very common place 
and street name in the English-
speaking world. Fairfield House, 
the original site of Bishop’s 
College in Darley Road, the 
Fairfield Tea Estate in Dimbula 
and the Fairfield Ironworks in 
Slave Island are three examples 
of its use in Ceylon. 

FAREED PLACE    Bambalapitiya   C4
Sir Razik Fareed O.B.E., J.P. (1893-1984) lived at ‘Hajara Villa’, Fareed Place, 
Colombo. At the end of the road is the Muslim Ladies’ College which 
he founded and was built on land that he donated to it. Sir Razik was a 
Colombo Municipal Council member for 7 years (1932-37, 1942-46). He 
was elected to the State Council and was one of the founding members 
of the United National Party (UNP) with D.S. Senanayake. He represented 
Colombo Central for three parliaments after Independence. In 1960 he 
was a Cabinet Minister in the government of Srimavo Bandaranaike. In 
1968 he was sent as Ceylon’s High Commissioner to Pakistan.
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FARM ROAD    Mutwal      C15
Also known as Mattakkuliya Farm Road.

FERGUSON’S ROAD    Mutwal  C15
The ‘Ceylon Handbook and Directory’, later to be known as Ferguson’s 
Directory was first published in 1859 by Alastair Mackenzie Ferguson 
(1816-1892) and continued by his nephew, John Ferguson (1842-1913). It 
was a treasure trove of names, places, railways, roads, shipping, statistics, 
businesses and other useful facts about the island. 

John was an appointed member of the Legislative Council. He used this 
position to campaign for the extension of the railway system. Both uncle 
and nephew were owners and editors of the ‘Colombo Observer’, later the 
‘Ceylon Observer’.

Alistair’s brother, William (1820-87), first started work in the Survey 
Department in 1841. In 1858 he joined the Civil Engineer and Commisioner 
of Roads Department as an Assistant Surveyor in charge of gravet roads in 
Colombo. According to Codrington the word ‘gravet’ is a corruption of the 
Sinhalese kadawata. It is derived first from the portuguese garaveto and 
then the Dutch Gravetten. It means a ‘fortified watchtower’ which marks 
the outer limits of colombo (and other towns).

William then served as the Municipal Superintendent of Works in the 
Colombo Municipal Council Engineers’ Department 1870-1887.

A keen botanist and entomologist, he made detailed studies of the flora 
and insect life of the island which he published in his brother’s publications, 
the ‘Ceylon Observer’ and the ‘Tropical Agriculturist.’ His work included 
research on palm trees, Adam’s Peak, timber trees, reptiles, ferns and 
luminous beetles.

FERNANDO ROAD    Grandpass   C14
Fernando is a Portuguese name meaning ‘adventurer’ or ‘conqueror.’ 
There are so many Fernandos in the records, but no clues as to which 
one this road was named after. Possible candidates include members of 
Colombo Municipal Council: Dr. Solomon Fernando (member 1900-05) 
and his son,  Dr. C.W.S. Fernando (1937-40); C.M. Fernando (1892-98) and 
his son,  C.H.Z. Fernando (1921-35, 1937-40); L.B. Fernando (1906-20); Dr 
S.D. Fernando (1937-40); and G.A.P. Fernando (1947-49). 
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FERNANDO ROAD    Wellawatte   C6  
See Fernando Road.

FIFE ROAD    Havelock Town   C5  
Fife is a region and a former county on the east coast of Scotland. It already 
has connections with Ceylon – see Elie House Road.

FLAGSTAFF STREET    Fort   C1   
This is the location of the Fort’s original flagstaff.

FLOORS LANE    Dematagoda   C9      
New Name:  Quarashani Moulana Lane   
The Head Guard at the railway station in Dematagoda for nearly two 
decades was a Mr. A. Floor. No sign of any other Floors.

FLOWER AVENUE    Cinnamon Gardens   C7
See Flower Road.

FLOWER ROAD    Cinnamon Gardens   C7 
New Name:  Ernest de Silva Mawatha

Percival Dick Siebel (1868-1925) cut down the cinnamon trees and 
developed the area for his plant and flower business. His commercial 
floristry business was the first of its sort in Ceylon. He had nurseries 
and greenhouses in Nuwara Eliya (Siebel Gardens), Kandy (Siebel Place) 
and 102 properties in Colombo, including Tickell Place and Shady Grove 
Avenue. See Siebel Avenue.

Another derivation I have heard (much less likely) connects it to the Delonix 
regia, an ornamental tree famous for its ostentatious flower display. It is 
also called Royal Poinciana or Flamboyant or simply the Flame tree. In the 
days before this area was developed it was simply a collection of footpaths 
and tracks shaded by avenues of flowering trees of which the Flamboyant 
was the most spectacular. It also had cinnamon plantations.

FLOWER TERRACE    Cinnamon Gardens   C7 
See Flower Road.
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FORBES LANE    Maradana   C10 
James Forbes arrived in Ceylon around 1875. He had been trained as 
a tea taster at Gow Wilson & Co., London and became an Assistant at 
Somerville & Co. in Colombo in 1878, becoming a partner in 1881. He 
then got together with George Chapman Walker and established Forbes & 
Walker Ltd. This grew to become one of the largest tea broking businesses 
in Ceylon, and still exists today.

FOSTER LANE    Maradana   C10  
Captain Isaac Foster served in the Ceylon rifles for many years during the 
first half of the 19th century.

FOUNTAIN HOUSE LANE    Maradana   C10  
Fountain House in Union Place was the residence of Henry Lorentz Wendt, 
Solicitor-General, Attorney-General, Supreme Court Judge and member 
of the Legislative Council. His son was the musician and photographer, 
Lionel Wendt, after whom the Gallery in Guilford Crescent (now Premasiri 
Khemadasa Mawatha) is named.

FRANCES ROAD    Wellawatte   C6  
See Alexandra Road.

FRANCIS MAHADEVA AVENUE    Bambalapitiya   C4
Mahadeva (great ‘Lord’ or ‘God’) can refer to Siva or less commonly to the 
Buddha. Arunachalam Mahadeva (1885-1969), the son of Ponnambalam 
Arunachalam, was a member of the Legislative and State Councils, the 
Home Minister and Ceylon’s High Commissioner to India 1948-50. But 
there is no reference I can find to a Francis Mahadeva.

FRANCIS ROAD    Maradana   C10  
This is a common first name which is always problematic for identifying 
the one which is the origin of the street name.

FRANKFURT PLACE    Bambalapitiya   C4
By the early 20th century most important German companies had agencies 
in Colombo and operated factories. Among them were the Freudenbergs 
from Frankfurt.  
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Philipp Freudenberg was Imperial German Consul to Ceylon 1876-1906 and 
Reinhard Freudenberg, his son, was the Consul 1906-1914. They owned 
the Hulftsdorp Mills and were agents for German shipping companies and 
banks.

FRANSEWATTA LANE    Mutwal      C15          
There is no obvious answer here. Franse could possibly indicate a French 
connexion or possibly a derivation from Frans, a common Burgher name. 
The French did not feature very much in Colombo’s history although the 
first successful flight in Ceylon was made by two Frenchmen, George 
Verminie and Marc Poorp in a Bleriot mono plane, barely eight years after 
the Wright Brothers. 

FREDRICA ROAD    Wellawatte   C6  
Frederica is a Germanic name meaning ‘peace-keeper’. This was quite 
a common Burgher name, both as a first and middle name. There are 
lots of possible candidates including: Frederica Anthonica Mottau 1801-
55, Frederica Bernardina Schneider (1803-?) and Frederica Amalia 
Speldewinde (?-1868). However, given its proximity to the other ‘Gauder’ 
streets I think the likeliest candidate is Frederica Wilhelmina Cornelia 
Gauder (1818-?). See Alexandra Road.

FRONT STREET    Pettah   C11
Presumably this street was named this because it is on the front side of 
Pettah facing the Fort.  The Dutch called it Visschers (Fishers’) Street and it 
had a fish market close by.

FUSSEL’S LANE    Wellawatte   C6  
This is the street name that has caused me the most difficulty and 
frustration. It could be a Burgher, British, French or German name. Also 
it could be a corruption of Faisal or Fazal. There are no records of any 
Fussells or Fussels in the usual sources and Muslims did not normally live 
in this area so the Faisal or Fazal is unlikely too.

The name Fussell in old French/Norman means ‘spinner’ or ‘maker of 
spindles’ from the Old French fusel.
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G
GABO’S LANE    Pettah   C11
Gabo’s Lane is a centre for ayurvedic and herbal products. Gabo in 
Portuguese is a ‘corporal’ in the army; so this may have been the site of a 
barracks situated outside the Fort. There are also records of a trader called 
Gabo Singho in Gasworks Street, just round the corner. 

GAJABA PLACE    Wellawatte   C6  
Gajabahu I or ‘elephant-arm’ (114-36CE) is celebrated in the epic 
Mahavamsa for releasing 12,000 Sinhalese slaves previously captured 
by the Tamil king, Karikalan. He returned from South India with not only 
the slaves but also 12,000 Tamils in compensation, who were eventually 
settled in central and north-western 
Ceylon and became assimilated into 
the local population. He also carried 
back the jewelled anklets of the 
goddess Pattini and, by doing so, 
introduced the Pattini cult to Ceylon.

GAJABA ROAD    Borella   C8
See Gajaba Place

GALKAPANAWATTE LANE    Grandpass   C14    
New Name:  Gemunu Patu Mawatha

Gal (‘stone’) and kapana (cut’) indicate that stone cutting or carving was 
going on here. 

GALLE BUCK ROAD    Fort   C1   
This is an English corruption of the Sinhala Gal Bokka meaning ‘Bay of 
Rocks’. This refers to the peninsula or outcrop of boulders which are still a 
feature of the coastland by the Lighthouse.

GALLE FACE CENTRE ROAD    Kollupitiya   C3     
New Name:  Jaya Mawatha
The Galle Face is a promenade which was developed by Sir Henry Ward, 
British Governor of Ceylon (see Ward Place). It is a lawn stretching for half 
a kilometre along the coast opposite the Fort district and was used for 
horse racing and golf. 
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The road continues southwards along the coast until it reaches Galle. 

The name is most likely to be derived from the Sinhala Gal and the French 
fausse braye or fausse braie or ‘parapet’. The Dutch would have used this 
term to describe a wall of earth or stone beween the main ramparts and 
the ditch or moat. This would have sheltered defenders as they fired at the 
attackers.  The Colombo Fort had a Gal Gate as well. 

The idea that it was ‘facing’ Galle is unrealistic given the distance and 
orientation. But another possibility is that this was the part of the Fort 
which ‘faced’ the rocks (see Galle Buck Road).

GALLE FACE DRIVE     Kollupitiya   C3  
See Galle Face Centre Road

GALLE FACE TERRACE    Kollupitiya   C3  
See Galle Face Centre Road

GALLE ROAD    Kollupitiya   C3  
Since this road actually leads to Galle it is likely to be a modern name for a 
modern road unrelated to the Gal derivations above.

GALPOTTA STREET    Kotahena   C13

Galpotte is a flat outcrop of rock which can be seen a third of the way up 
this street.

GASWORKS STREET    Maradana   C10      
New Name: Bodhiraja  Mawatha

This was the headquarters of the Colombo Gas & Water Co. which was 
responsible for lighting 70 miles of roads in Colombo. When the Works 
were built in 1869 they cost an incredible £120,000 because of the 
problems of building on marshland.
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GEMUNU PATU MAWATHA    Grandpass   C14      
Old Name:  Galkapanawatte Lane    

Gemunu undoubtedly refers to King Dutugemunu. See Dutugemunu 
Street. Patu means ‘narrow’ and this is surely a narrow path. 

GENERAL’S LAKE ROAD    Slave Island   C2      
New Name:  Sir James Peiris Mawatha

According to Andree this road was named after General Lawrence. The 
General’s bungalow was here so Lake Road became General’s Lake Road.

GEORGE R. DE SILVA MAWATHA    Kotahena   C13    
Old Name:  Skinners Road South

George R. De Silva was the elected Mayor of Colombo (January-December 
1943).

GHOUSE MOHIDEEN MAWATHA    Hulftsdorf    C12    
Old Name:  Mosque Lane 

Ghouse Mohideen was a Ceylon Moor leader and served as a trustee and 
head of the Colombo Grand Mosque Committee in the 1940s and 50s. The 
Mosque is just opposite.

GINTHUPITIYA STREET    Kotahena C13
This is a corruption of Santunpitiya, which refers to the Anglican St Thomas’ 
Church at the end of the road, built in 1815.

GLEN ABER PLACE    Kollupitiya C3  
‘Glen Aber’ was the private residence of Alfred Joseph Richard de Soysa, 
son of Charles (see Alfred House Avenue). This is, I think, a mock Scottish 
name which actually means ‘valley (glen) at the river mouth (aber).’

GLENNIE STREET    Slave Island C2  
Glenie (not Glennie) Street was named after James Moncrief Sutherland 
Glenie, the Archdeacon of Colombo and an enthusiastic coffee planter (he 
had 2000+ acres). He retired to become a full time coffee planter in 1843 
and died in 1847 at the age of 64.
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His son, Samuel Owen Glenie, was also Archdeacon.  At a time when 
Horton’s administration was coming under attack from the Ceylon Observer 
he launched the Ceylon Chronicle, sponsored by the Governor himself. The 
Bishop of Colombo was not best pleased and Glenie was forced to give up 
journalism and keep to spiritual pursuits. 

GNANARTHA PRADEEPAYA ROAD    Maradana   C10      
Old Name:  Skinners Road (North)

In 1866 the Colombo Catholic Press published the first edition of Gnanartha 
Pradeepaya (Light of Wisdom’), a Catholic newspaper in Sinhala. This 
was followed in 1869 by the Catholic Messenger, an English language 
newspaper. The Press is located in this street, as is the Archbishop’s House 
and St Aloysius’ Seminary.

GNANAWIMALA ROAD    Dematagoda   C9  
In 1798 the monk Gnanawimal, five other novices and three laymen set 
off in a Dutch ship to sail to Siam (Thailand). They were seeking higher 
ordination because Gnanawimala’s tutor had died and King Rajadhi 
Rajasinghe had placed caste restrictions on ordination. For ten days near 
Burma the ship was stranded in a windless sea with supplies running 
out. The Dutch officers blamed the ‘heathen priests’ for their plight.  
Gnanawimala predicted the time and day that winds would come from 
the South and told the captain to do whatever he liked with him if his 
prediction was false. When the winds came at the appointed hour the 
delighted Captain asked why Gnanawimala wanted to go to Siam. When 
he found out he told the monk that Buddhism was stronger in Burma than 
Siam and that the Dutch Consul at Hansawathy in Burma would be able to 
arrange for him to get to Amarapura, the Burmese capital. 

The mission reached Amarapura and the Emperor organised a study 
programme for the monks who were then ordained in 1801. The monks 
returned home in 1802 with a gift of a silk brocade robe from the Emperor. 
The Amarapura Nikaya sect was founded the same year.

Gnanawimala promoted the faith all over the country and it is interesting 
to note that all the older Buddhist temples in Colombo were founded by 
his pupils. 
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GOMES DRIVE    Borella   C8
Gomez or Gomes is a common Portuguese name derived from guma 
meaning ‘man’ and es/ez ‘son of’. The name is very common in southwest 
Sri Lanka and came from conversion and intermarriage. There are so many 
Gomes and Gomez families in the records that it is impossible to say which 
one this street is named after.

GOMES LANE    Pettah   C11
Ferguson’s lists J.C. Gomes as a Municipal Inspector based in San Sebastian 
Ward, which is in this area.

GOMES PATH    Bambalapitiya   C4 
See Gomes Drive. 

GOROKGAHA PATH    Borella   C8
The goraka or gamboge tree (Garciniaxanthochymus), also known as the 
false mangosteen, bears an orange fruit. Its sharp, sour paste is used to 
flavour and thicken soups and sauces.

GOTHAMI ROAD    Borella   C8 
Maha Prajapathi Gothami was the foster-mother of the Buddha. She 
pleaded with him to allow women to enter the order. Permission was 
eventually granted, and Gothami became the first Bhikkuni (nun) in 
Buddhism, along with 500 princesses.

The Gothami Vihara in Borella was built by Apolonia de Soysa Peiris, 
mother of Sir James Peiris, in the early 19th Century.  It is famous for its 
beautiful murals, painted by George Keyt in 1938-41, which tell the life 
story of the Buddha.

GOTHAMI PLACE    Borella   C8 
Opened in 2009 with a brand new sign to outshine the road it branches off.
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GOWER STREET    Havelock Town   C5  
This street was named after Gower Street in London. It had been taken 
over by the Colombo Municipal Council. The Council consulted the people 
living in the street about giving it a name. It was finally named after the 
street where one of the residents had lived while studying at the University 
of London. They couldn’t agree on any of the other choices: there were so 
many Perera, de Silva, and Temple Streets already!

GRAIRO PLACE    Wellawatte   C6  
C. T. Grero was the elected mayor of Colombo (1952-3) and a member of 
the Municipal Council (1947-54).

GRANDPASS ROAD    Grandpass   C14
See Zones: Grandpass

GREEN LANE    Kotahena   C13
H. W. Green was a Director of Education and Public Instruction in the 
1880s.

GREEN PATH    Cinnamon Gardens   C7      
New Name: Ananda Coomaraswamy Mawatha    

During the Dutch period under Governor Falck in the 1770’s many areas of 
Colombo were converted into cinnamon plantations. One such area was 
a plot of land that stretched from Maradana town (see Zones: Maradana) 
through Cinnamon Gardens (see Zones: Cinnamon Gardens). A road was 
built to join Galle Road at Kollupitiya junction to carry the cinnamon 
harvest to Colombo Harbour. The Dutch named it Groene Weg and the 
British Colonial rulers renamed it Green Path

GREENLAND AVENUE    Havelock Town   C5  
See Greenlands Road.

GREENLANDS PLACE    Havelock Town   C5  
See Greenlands Road.

GREENLANDS ROAD    Havelock Town   C5       
New Name: Isipathana Mawatha
Isipathana College was started in 1952 with the name of ‘Greenlands’ 
College and it subsequently changed its name when the road name 
changed (see Isipathana Mawatha).  The College was situated in 7 acres of 
coconut grove and clearly merited its green name.
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GREGORY PLACE    Wellawatte   C6 
This may have the same origin as Gregory’s Avenue and Gregory’s Road.

GREGORY’S AVENUE    Cinnamon Gardens   C7
New Name: Hector Kobbekaduwa Mawatha

See Gregory’s Road.

GREGORY’S ROAD    Cinnamon Gardens   C7 
Sir William Gregory was the British Governor of Ceylon (1872-1877). 

He is remembered most for the restoration of Anuradhapura, the 
Kalawewa reservoir and the Yoda Ela canal. He established North Central 
Province and made Auradhapura its capital, opening a lot of new land for 
settlement and cultivation. He initiated the building of Colombo Museum 
and was keen to build up a national collection of inscriptions which would 
‘throw light on the ancient usages, religious customs and early history of 
Ceylon.’ 

GRENIER ROAD    Borella   C8
Sir Samuel Grenier was the Attorney-General of Ceylon, the first Secretary 
of Colombo Municipal Council (1865-75) and a member of the Council 
(1874-78). He was also the first President of the Nondescripts Cricket and 
Tennis Club, founded in 1888 and designed to be open to all communities.

GUILFORD CRESCENT    Cinnamon Gardens   C7 
New Name: Dr. Premasiri Kemadasa

Earlier this was called Frederick North Road, after the first Governor of Sri 
Lanka (1798-1805). Later Governor North became the 5th Earl of Guilford 
and the road was renamed accordingly. This title comes from the name of 
a town in Surrey, England. The town changed the spelling to Guildford, but 
the title still uses the old spelling, despite the fact that the original name in 
Anglo-Saxon, gylden (‘gold’) and ford (‘crossing’), had a ‘d’ too.

North abolished all rajakariya (royal service) in 1801 and replaced it with 
a tax of 20% on low land output and 10% on high land. Interestingly, 
North declared himself head of the Salagama caste and appointed Robert 
Arbuthnot as head of the Karava caste (see Arbuthnot Street).

Frederick North led an unsuccessful campaign to capture Kandy in 1803 
led by General MacDowell. They marched to Kandy and found the king 
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had already evacuated the city. 
They claimed the city and installed 
Muttusami as their ‘puppet’ king 
on the Kandyan throne. But, 
surrounded by a hostile Kandyan 
army, and lacking food and supplies, 
they were in a hopeless position. 
Disease spread rapidly and when 
MacDowell himself became ill the 
British forces abandoned Kandy 
leaving Major Davie in charge of 
the sick and injured. Kandyan forces finally overcame Davie’s retreating 
soldiers at the Mahavali River, executing Muttusami and all the British 
prisoners, except Davie and three others who survived as hostages for a 
few more years. 

GUNASEKARA LANE    Borella   C8
Dr Churchill Hector Gunasekera was the Chief Medical Officer of the 
Municipal Council (1940-47) and a famous sportsman. He played cricket 
for Middlesex (1919-21) and represented Ceylon 12 times, nine of them 
as captain, leading Ceylon touring sides to India in 1932 and Malaya in 
1938. As Chief Medical Officer of the Colombo Municipal Council he was 
responsible for the introduction of electronically fired crematoria.

GUNATILLEKA  AVENUE    Havelock Town   C5  
Gunatilleka or Goonetilleke is a common Sinhalese name. Sir Oliver Ernest 
Goonetilleke (1892-1978) was the the first Sri Lankan to be appointed 
Governor-General of Ceylon (1954-1962). P. de S. and A.E.J. de S. 
Goonetilleke were both Colombo Municipal Council members.

GUNARATNE MAWATHA    Havelock Town   C5  
Neville Gunaratne was a founder member of the Institute of Architects 
and a member of the Municipal Council’s Town Planning Department in 
the 1940 and 50s. Given this background it is a possibility, but there are 
surely many others.
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H
H. JOE. PERERA MAWATHA    Mutwal  C15     
Old Name:  Aluthmawatha Road

H. Joe Perera was a member of Colombo Municipal Council in the early 
1960s. He was also President of the Colombo Court, the first Chairman of 
the Western Provincial Council and the President of the Magistrate’s Court 
Lawyers Association.

H. R. JOTHIPALA MAWATHA    Maradana   C10  
Hettiarachchige Reginald Jothipala (1936–1987) was a session singer in 
the Sinhala cinema. During the late sixties and seventies he was the first 
choice vocalist in hundreds of films.  

HAIG ROAD    Bambalapitiya   C4   
Field Marshal Douglas Haig, 1st Earl Haig(1861–1928), also known as 
Butcher Haig, was a British officer during World War I. He was the British 
commander who recorded the most casualties under him, over 2 million 
British soldiers. 

He was commander during the Battle of the Somme, the battle with the 
highest number of casualties in British military history. The phrase ‘lions 
led by donkeys’ has been used to describe the incompetence of British 
officers in World War 1, including Haig. Altogether 325 men from Ceylon 
died in World War 1: 276 Britons and 49 Sri Lankans.

The first Sri Lankan to be killed was Lt. G.C.B. Loos, son of F.C. Loos, a 
member of the Legislative Council. Governor Robert Chalmers’ son, Lt. 
Robert Chalmers, also died in action.

HAMER’S AVENUE    Wellawatte   C6  
The Hamers are a Burgher family. The most famous of them was Heather 
Hamer who wrote Old Sinhalese Nursery Rhymes and Folk Songs and 
Garden in Ceylon.

HAMER’S PLACE    Wellawatte   C6  
See Hamer’s Avenue.
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HAMPDEN LANE    Wellawatte   C6  
John Hampden’s (c. 1595 – 1643) statue stands at the entrance to the 
Central Lobby of the Houses of Parliament in London, as a symbol of the 
rights of parliament against the arbitrary authority of the king.

His opposition to ship money taxation was an important factor that led to 
the English Civil War which overthrew King Charles I. His name has been 
used in place names across the English-speaking world. 

HAMZA LANE    Kotahena   C13  
On 19 March 625 Hamza Ibn Abdul-Muttalib was fighting for Islam in the 
Battle of Uhud. The Abyssinian slave Wahshi was fighting for the freedom 
he had been promised if he could kill Hamza. Hamza stood in front of 
Muhammad, wielding two swords shouting ‘I am Allah’s lion’. 

Wahshi won his freedom that day with a well-aimed javelin and the 
indefatigable Hamza earned the title ‘Chief of Martyrs’. The name Hamza 
means ‘steadfast’ or ‘strong’ and is also a letter in the Arabic alphabet 
indicating a glottal stop.

This lane, near the Fishery Harbour, is opposite the Hamza Muslim Viyalaya. 

HARISCHANDRA MAWATHA    Wellawatte   C6   
Brahmachari Walisinghe Harischandra (1876-1913) was a social 
reformer, historian, writer and Buddhist. He was a follower of Anagarika 
Dharmapala.  His birth name was Edward de Silva, but he changed it to 
Walisinghe Harischandra when he became involved in nationalist and 
religious activities.

Walisinghe Harischandra joined the Mahabodhi Society and was actively 
engaged in Temperance Work. He played a critical role in rebuilding shrines 
in Anuradhapura and Mihintale. 

HAVELOCK PLACE    Havelock Town   C5  
See Zones: Havelock Town
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HAVELOCK ROAD   Havelock Town   C5  
New Name: Sri Sambuudhatva Jayanthi Mawatha

See Zones: Havelock Town

Arthur Elibank Havelock was the British 
Governor of Ceylon (1890-1895). Although 
viewed as ineffectual, he did at least win 
acclaim for the repeal of the unpopular 
“Paddy Tax”.

However, he contributed little to public life: 
‘he never did or said anything original, which 
shows that he was a sensible sort of human 
being. He made speeches which contained 
nothing foolish…he was hardworking, fair 
and conscientious.’

In Havelock’s era coffee was replaced once and for all by a portfolio of 
export products such as tea, cinchona, plumbago (graphite), coconut, 
cinnamon, cocoa and tobacco. 

HECTOR KOBBEKADUWA MAWATHA    
Cinnamon Gardens   C7
Old Name:  Gregory’s Avenue

HEDGES COURT    Maradana   C10  
In 1857 W. D. Lee started business in Colombo for Brice and Boustead 
of London. In 1866 J. R. Hedges joined as a partner and the firm was re-
named Lee, Hedges & Co.

The firm had an estate agency and coffee processing business. When Lee 
died in 1871, G.A.M. Hedges, brother of J.R. Hedges, joined the firm but 
in 1877 the partnership was dissolved and J.R. Hedges left Ceylon in 1880. 

The firm had two Mills in Colombo: one at Kollupitiya, a coffee and oil mill, 
employing 600 people; the other, the Dematagoda Coffee Mills employing 
about 400. In 1927, Hedges Buildings was built on the site of the old mills 
to house the offices of Shaw, Wallace & Hedges, formerly Lee, Hedges & 
Co.



COLOMBO JUMBO88

HENAMULLA LANE    Mutwal      C15
Mulla in Tamil and Sinhala means ‘corner’ or ‘edge’; hena refers to slash-
burn cultivation. Was this at the corner of a field?

HENDALA FERRY ROAD    Mutwal      C15          
This is the site of the old ferry between the present Sri Wikrema Mawatha 
in Mattakkuliya and Hendala, referred to in the old documents as ‘Pas 
Betel’ and in modern maps as ‘Pasbetal’. ‘Pasbetal’ comes from the village 
name Wattala, ‘Pas Wattala’ or ‘Wattala Pass’. This has been corrupted to  
‘Pas Betel’.

HEWA  AVENUE    Cinnamon Gardens   C7
Hewa means ‘soldier’.

HIGH LEVEL ROAD    Havelock Town   C5   
Two roads lead from Colombo to Ratnapura: the High Level Road and Low 
Level Road. From Colombo you could start the journey on High Level Road, 
or Low Level Road.  These two roads meet at Hanwella. See Avissawella 
Road.

HIKKADUWE SRI SUMANGALA HIMI MAWATHA    Maradana   C10   

Old Name:  Maligakanda Road

Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Himi participated in the Panadura Christian-
Buddhist debate held in 1873. It was after reading the report of this debate 
that Col. Henry Steele Olcott came to Sri Lanka to learn Buddhism and 
Pali under Sumangala Thero. Together they established Ananda College, 
Colombo (1890); Mahinda College, Galle (1892); and Dharmaraja College, 
Kandy, for Buddhist Education.

HILDON PLACE    Bambalapitiya   C4   
This is a very rare name. There are a few examples in the genealogies of 
Burghers with Hildon or Hilton as a first name. There are even Sinhala 
examples. But none seem to mark a possible originating person.

HILL CASTLE PLACE    Maradana   C10  
Hill Castle was the town residence of S.C. (Sir Solomon Christoffel) 
Obeysekere (1848-1927), a member of the Legislative Council, the Central 
Irrigation Board and the Royal Asiatic Society.
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He listed his hobbies as agriculture and cattle breeding. 

He controversially criticized jailed leaders, including D.S. Senanayake 
(the future Prime Minister), following the 1915 Riots by saying: ‘Half a 
dozen misguided, designing villains … have been trying to pose as leaders 
of Buddhists. Had it not been for this encouragement, these disturbances 
would never have occurred … (the) villagers have been deluded into this 
trap for the personal aggrandizement of a few who are nobodies, but who 
hope to make somebodies of themselves by such disgraceful tactics.’

HILL HOUSE GARDENS    Mutwal      C15 
This is now owned by the Port Authority and as its name suggests is on a 
hill in a shady, green part of Colombo North.

HILL STREET    Grandpass   C14    
New Name:  Vivekananda Hill

This hill leads up to Wolfendhal Church, now next to Vivekananda College.

HILL STREET LANE    Grandpass   C14
A lane that leads off  Hill Street.

HINNIAPPUHAMY MAWATHA    Grandpass   C14
Angulugaha Gamage Hinniappuhamy was the founder of Maliban Biscuits 
Manufactories Limited. His first biscuit, the Maliban Marie, was so 
successful he had to introduce special biscuit machinery from Britain to 
keep up with demand. He started business from a kiosk in Fort and then 
opened his first café in 1935, the Maliban Hotel at 62, Maliban Street.  His 
first factory was in Kotahena and later the company moved it to Ratmalana. 
See also Maliban Street.
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HORTON GARDENS   Cinnamon Gardens   C7
See Horton Place.

HORTON PLACE    Cinnamon Gardens   C7
Sir Robert John Wilmot-Horton (1784–1841) was Under-Secretary of State 
for War and the Colonies (1821- 1828) and Governor of Ceylon (1831-
1837). 

Horton’s double barrelled surname followed his marriage to Anne Beatrix 
Horton and was insisted on by his father-in-law. So this road could easily 
have ended up being called Wilmot Place.

Following the Colebrooke-Cameron Commission(1829-32), Horton was 
required to set up a Legislative 
Council with unofficial European 
and Ceylonese members. He 
delayed this by stating that: ‘no 
Ceylonese was at the time fit to be 
a member of the Council and that 
European planters and merchants 
were not interested.’ 

As James Steuart (see Steuart Street) remarked: ‘so little did (they) 
appreciate the honour of a seat that they could not be induced to accept it 
without payment.’ A shaky start for the reform process.

Horton was able to continue Governor Barnes’ ambitious road-building 
programme, largely on account of a pearl fishery bonanza which was 
able to generate £227,131 for the Treasury between 1828 and 1837. 
This allowed him to free up the cinnamon trade by releasing it from the 
government monopoly.

Horton also followed the Colebrooke-Cameron recommendations (see 
Cameron Street) by setting up Royal College (originally Colombo Academy) 
in1836 (see Rajakeeya Mawatha).

HORTON TERRACE    Cinnamon Gardens   C7
See Horton Gardens.

HOSPITAL LANE    Fort   C1   
See Hospital Street
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HOSPITAL STREET    Fort   C1  
The Old Dutch Hospital was built in 1616. It is the oldest building in 
Colombo and is a classic example of Dutch architecture. It has now been 
‘rebuilt’ and houses cafes, shops and galleries rather than patients.

HUBERT PLACE    Mutwal   C15 
This was named after C. Hubert Z. Fernando, Legislative Councillor and 
member of the Colombo Municipal Council (1921-35 and 1937-40). He 
bagged two place names because Hubert’s Park was named after him too.

HUDSON ROAD    Kollupitiya   C3 
In 1850, J. L. Strachan founded J. L. Strachan & Co. Thomas Hudson was 
one of the partners. The company had mills for curing coffee in Polwatte, 
Kollupitiya. The company was later taken over by Baker & Hall.

HULFTSDORP STREET    Hulftsdorf    C12
See Zones: Hulftsdorf

HUNUPITIYA CROSS ROAD    Slave Island   C2  
Although there is a Hunupitiya north-east of Colombo, near Wattala, this 
is a ward/area of Colombo Town that covers the Slave Island/Kollupitiya 
region. Hunu is ‘lime’ and pitiya is ‘place’. This may have been an area 
where lime was quarried.

HUNUPITIYA LAKE ROAD    Slave Island   C2  
See Hunupitiya Cross Road.

HUNUPITIYA ROAD    Slave Island   C2  
See Hunupitiya Cross Road.

HUSSAINIYA STREET    Hulftsdorf    C12    
Old Name: Kuruwe Street

The Ceylon Moslem Educational Society Ltd bought the property at 45 
Hussainiya Street (then called Kuruwe Street) and their Akbar school was 
moved there in 1919 and named Husseinie Boys’ English School.

The Al Madrasathul Khairiyyathul Islamiah was founded by Marhoom 
Sidde Lebbe, Marhoom Wapichi Marikkar and Marhoom Ahmed Orabi 
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Pashain 1884. In 1901 Noordeen Hadjiar, trustee of the Grand Mosque, 
built a new building for the school using his own funds as a monument to 
the Silver Jubilee Celebrations of Abdul Hamid II, the Ottoman Sultan, and 
renamed the school Al Madrasathul Hameediah.

In 1961 Al Madrasathul Hameediah was amalgamated with Husseinie 
Boys’ English School under the new name Hameed Al Husseinie. And this 
was when the street name changed.

HYDE PARK CORNER    Slave Island   C2  
Hyde Park, London, is over 5,000 miles away, but like its namesake in 
Colombo it is famous for its Speaker’s Corner. As classic photos of Colvin 
de Silva (LSSP) and Rohan Wijeweera (JVP) show, Hyde Park Corner in 
Colombo was the prime place to launch political platforms, demonstrate 
oratorical skills and rouse the masses.  
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I  

I x PEREIRA STREET    Pettah C11
Old Name:  Butcher’s Street 

F X Pereira left South India to seek new opportunities in Ceylon when the 
British gave Tuticorin a monopoly on cotton export, ousting smaller towns 
in the process. F X Pereira & Sons started business in 1889 as importers 
of textiles, drapery and millinery. As it expanded it became a leading 
department store selling fancy goods, toys, costume jewellery, stationery 
and other bits and pieces. 

INDEPENDENCE AVENUE    Cinnamon Gardens   C7
Independence Memorial Hall was built to commemorate Independence 
from the British on February 4, 1948. It is located at Independence Square 
and houses the Independence Memorial Museum.

There is the statue of the first prime minister of the country, D. S. 
Senanayake, and most of the annual National Independence Day 
celebrations are held here. 

INDRA LANE    Bambalapitiya   C4  
Indra, the god of thunder, war and rain is one of the chief gods in the 
Rigveda. In Buddhist cosmology Indra is ruler of the world and the gods. It 
is a common first name. 

INGRAM ROAD    Maradana   C10     
New Name:  Sri Saddharma Mawatha

N.M. Ingram was the Colombo Municipal Engineer 1904-1932. See 
Introduction for his description of roads in early 20th century Colombo.

INGRAM STREET    Slave Island   C2       
New Name:  Masjid Jamiah Road   

See Ingram Road.

INNER BAGATALLE ROAD    Kollupitiya   C3
See Alfred House Gardens
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INNER FLOWER ROAD    Cinnamon Gardens   C7
See Flower Road

INTERNATIONAL BUDDHIST CENTRE ROAD   Wellawatte   C6  
At no. 50, the International Buddhist Centre provides accommodation to 
foreign scholars visiting Sri Lanka. 

INNER RAJASINGHE ROAD    Wellawatte   C6  
See Rajasinghe Road

ISIPATHANA MAWATHA    Havelock Town   C5  
Old Name:  Greenlands Road

Isipathana (now Sarnath) is about 12 kilometres from Varanasi. It is 
the site of the deer park where the Buddha gave his first sermon, the 
Dhammacakkappavattana Sutta or Setting in Motion the Wheel of the 
Dhamma. It is where the Buddhist Sangha was formed.

Isipathana is the name used in the Pali Canon, and means the place 
where holy teachers (Pali: isi, Sanskrit: rishi) descended to earth.

D.D. Pedris built the Isipathana temple as a memorial to his son, Edward 
Henry Pedris, who was wrongfully executed following the 1915 riots (see 
Pedris Road).

The school followed later in 1952.

ISWARI ROAD    Wellawatte   C6  
Iswari is the female counterpart of Iswara, the Supreme Lord. As a name 
for a Hindu goddess it refers to specific manifestations of the feminine 
divine (such as Durga, Kali, Saraswati, Lakshmi or Parvathi), or simply to 
the formless principle.
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J
J. D FERNANDO MAWATHA    Maradana   C10  
J.D. Fernando was a publisher, printer and bookseller based in Dam Street. 
He published the Sinhalese Mahawamsa (1922).

J. E. GUNASEKERA MAWATHA    Hulftsdorf    C12
J.E. Gunasekera was a teacher at Ananda College and later Principal of 
Mahabodhi College. He drafted a petition to King George V of Britain 
highlighting the widespread abuses and injustice to Sri Lankan leaders 
following the 1915 disturbances. For this part he played in Sri Lankan 
history he was honoured by the renaming of a part of Kynsey road in 1966. 
He died in 1931.

JAMPETTAH LANE    Kotahena   C13    
This is a bit of a puzzle. Pettah is clear (see Zones: Pettah), but not Jam. 

JAMPETTAH STREET    Kotahena   C13    
New Name: K.B Christy Perera Mawatha
See Jampettah Lane.

JANADHIPATHI MAWATHA    Fort C1
Old Names: Kings Street, Queen Street

This road was first called Kings Street, then Queen Street and now it is 
President’s (Janadhipathi Mawatha) Avenue.

JANAKI  LANE    Bambalapitiya  C4                                                                       
Janaka is a common man’s name. King Janaka was the father of Sita, 
Rama’s wife, in the Ramayana epic. He owned a bow once used by the god 
Shiva that was so large that no one could even pick it up or bend it. 

Rama lifted the tremendous weapon and pulled it back until it snapped 
in two. Impressed by Rama’s display of power, King Janaka gave Rama 
his daughter, Sita, in marriage. Janaki is a woman’s version of this name 
usually meaning ‘daughter of Janaka’. It was another name for Sita.
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JAVA LANE    Slave Island   C2  
During the 17th and 18th centuries, Slave Island was occupied by Javanese 
and Malay people, who were mostly soldiers who fought and served under 
the Dutch and British Colonial rulers. 

Some of the Malays are the descendants of Javanese Princes who were 
exiled to Sri Lanka because they rebelled against the Dutch rule. Some 
Javanese convicts were banished to Sri Lanka by the Dutch. At present 
there are about 60,000 Malays in Sri Lanka.

JAWATTA AVENUE    Havelock Town   C5     
Jawatte or Jawage-watta (Jawa, ‘Javanese’; Watta, garden) refers to the 
land south of Bullers Lane which was owned by a Javanese who lived in a 
bungalow in the middle of a coconut plantation sometime before World 
War II. He sold the land for 50 cents an acre and left before the war. It was 
later divided up into residential plots. 

Previously it had been known as Livramento after the Portuguese shrine 
of Our Lady of Deliverance (Nossa Senhora do Livramento). De Queyroz 
describes it as ‘half a league to the South of Colombo and within gunshot 
to the East of it was in former times the city of Kotte’. 

The chapel had an image of the Virgin Mary and a well, both of which were 
said to have miraculous powers. The well is now located somewhere in the 
Roman Catholic section of the Livramento/Jawatte Cemetery.

JAWATTA GARDENS    Cinnamon Gardens   C7   
See Jawatta Avenue

JAWATTA ROAD    Havelock Town   C5  
See Jawatta Avenue

JAYA MAWATHA    Kollupitiya   C3      
Old Name:  Galle Face Centre Road

Re-named in July 2009, this road now commemorates Jaya or ‘victory’ in 
the civil war.

JAYA MAWATHA    Maradana   C10  
Like the other Jaya Mawatha above this commemorates ‘victory’, but in 
an earlier period.  
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JAYA ROAD    Bambalapitiya   C4  
Another ‘victory’ road.

JAYAKONTHA LANE    Havelock Town   C5  
Jayakontha means ‘flag’, ‘ensign’ or even ‘sceptre’ in Sinhala.

JAYANTHA MALLIMARACHCHI ROAD    Grandpass   C14
Jayantha Mallimarachchi, a member of Colombo Municipal Council 
and the son of the UNP Food and Cooperatives Minister Weerasinghe 
Mallimarachchi, was killed by Lionel Ranasinghe a.k.a. ‘Gamini’, the JVP 
hit-man, in 1989. ‘Gamini’ is held responsible for the murder of 43 public 
figures, including actor-politician Vijaya Kumaratunga, former University 
Vice Chancellor Prof Stanley Wijesundara, and UNP General Secretary 
Nandalal Fernando.  There are several Jayantha Mallimarachchi Memorial 
Cups and Scholarships bearing his name. 

JAYANTHA WEERASEKERA MAWATHA    Maradana   C10  
Jayantha Weerasekera, Sinhala scholar, poet and journalist, was a member 
of the Hela Havula literary organization founded by Munidasa Cumaratunga 
in 1941. The movement advocated the replacement of Sanskritic words 
with Hela (native) versions.

JAYARATNE AVENUE    Havelock Town   C5  
Professor Osmond Jayaratne (1924-2006) was a senior member of the 
Lanka Sama Samaja Party (LSSP), a Physics Professor at the University of 
Colombo and a member of Colombo Municipal Council 1955-57.

(S. D. S. ) JAYASINGHE ROAD    Wellawatte   C6  
S.De S. Jayasinghe was a member of parliament and owned the Gamini 
Bus Co. On his initiative, new buildings and laboratories were constructed 
at the Dehiwala Central College which was later named after him. He also 
owned the petrol station on the corner of Lauries Road.

JAYATHILAKA PLACE    Maradana   C10  
Lionel Jayatilleke was an Education Minister and Minister of Rehabilitation 
and Reconstruction. He was assassinated by the JVP in 1988. Another 
candidate with a street to his credit already is D.B. Jayatilaka (see Sir Baron 
Jayatilaka Mawatha). Dr. R.G. Jayatilleke was a Colombo Municipal Council 
member (1928-31).
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JEFFERSON STREET    Slave Island   C2      
New Names:  Sugathodaya Mawatha, Deshamanya H. K. Dharmadasa 
Mawatha

Jefferson House is the U.S. Ambassador’s residence in Colombo. It is 
named after Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826), one of the founding fathers 
and the third President of the United States. This street is some way away 
but it is tempting to say that it has the same derivation.

JETHAWANA ROAD   Grandpass   C14
The Jetavanaramayais a stupa located in the ruins of Jetavana Monastery 
in Anuradhapura. King Mahasena (273-301 AD) started building it, 
according to the Mahavamsa, after the Mahavihara monastery was 
destroyed following a sectarian conflict between different monasteries. 
His son, Maghavanna, completed the building. A part of a sash or belt tied 
by the Buddha is the resident relic.

The stupa is 400 feet (122 m) tall and was the third tallest structure in 
the world behind the Great Pyramid of Giza (146.5m). Approximately 
93.3 million baked bricks were used in its construction.

JINANANDA MAWATHA    Kotahena   C13 
Jinananda means ‘Bliss of the Conqueror’, possibly a monk.

(MUDALINDU) JOHN RODRIGO MAWATHA    Mutwal C15          

Mudalindu or Mudaliyar was a 
colonial title. John Rodrigo was 
a Gate Mudaliyar (Mudaliyar of 
the Governor’s Gate) who lived in 
Mattakkuliya.

JOSEPH DIAS LANE    Mutwal C15
Old Name:  Aluthmawatha Lane          

This is unsolved.

JOSEPH FRAZER ROAD    Havelock Town C5  
At the age of 20 in 1872 Joseph Fraser arrived in Ceylon to work in coffee. 
After the ‘coffee blight’ he shifted to tea and moved to the Damballagala 
Tea Estate in Matale. He used advanced scientific techniques to increase 
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yields and improved conditions for his workers by providing health care, 
education, fresh water supplies and better housing. 

Joseph also cultivated rubber and in 1913 he won a gold medal awarded 
by the Rubber Growers’ Association. He died in 1914, aged 61. 

Following his death, his wife Chrissie provided money to establish a 
hospital in Colombo in his memory. His children donated the equipment 
needed and The Joseph Fraser Memorial Nursing Home was opened by 
the Governor on 10th August, 1923. It still operates as a private hospital.

JOSEPH’S LANE    BambalapitiyaC4  
Abraham Joseph (1768-1817) of the de Meuron Regiment, born in Alsace-
Lorraine lived in Ceylon (1790—1817).

A.O.Joseph (1842-97) was a Proctor of the Supreme Court of Ceylon and 
member of the Colombo Municipal Council 1874-9. His son, Colonel Ernest 
Henley Joseph (1868-1941), was the Secretary of the Municipal Council 
(1913-33), a manager of the Ceylon Independent, a sports writer and a 
Commander in the Ceylon Artillery Volunteers.

JUBILEE MAWATHA    Mutwal C15 
Old Name: New Road        

Queen Victoria celebrated her Golden Jubilee in 1897. An address from 
Colombo Municipal Council engraved on a gold plate and enclosed in a gold 
casket of traditional Sinhalese design and art work was sent to London. 
Unfortunately, this was 89 years too early. This street was renamed in 
1986.

JUMMA MASJID ROAD    Maradana C10  
A Jumma Masjid is a congregational mosque. This is the Maligawatta 
Jumma Masjid.
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K
K. ABEYSEKARA MAWATHA    Maradana   C10     
Old Name:  Zaleski Place     

Karunaratne Abeysekera (1930–1983) was a Sinhala broadcaster, poet and 
songwriter. He wrote the lyrics to over 2000 songs and was the first cricket 
commentator to use the Sinhala language. He had to devise his own Sinhala 
phrases to replace standard English cricketing terms. These phrases are 
still in use today. He commentated on matches played by Ceylon against 
visiting English, Indian and Australian teams from the 1950s to the 1970s. 

K. B. CHRISTY PERERA MAWATHA    Kotahena C13    
Old Name:  Jampettah Street

On October 24 1994 a devastating 
bomb at Thotalanga killed K.B. 
Christy Perera, the Deputy 
Mayor of Colombo. The bomb 
also killed Gamini Dissanayake, 
Weerasinghe Mallimarachchi, 
Dr Gamini Wijesekera and Ossie 
Abeygoonesekera.

K. CYRIL C. PERERA MAWATHA    Kotahena C13    
Old Name:  Bloemendhal Road

K. Cyril C. Perera & Sons are Timber Merchants and still trading at 73, 
Armour Street, Colombo 12. 

KACHCHERI ROAD    Hulftsdorf C12
Kachcheri is another name for a District Secretariat, one of which is located 
on this very road.

KALINGA MAWATHA    Wellawatte C6  
Kalinga was an ancient Indian kingdom with more than a passing relevance 
to Sri Lanka. The Buddha’s tooth was taken to Kalinga and later brought to 
Sri Lanka where it became the symbol of kingship and faith.



COLOMBO JUMBO101

It was also the conquest of Kalinga which brought about the conversion of 
King Asoka to Buddhism and, by implication, the introduction of Buddhism 
to Sri Lanka. Also, Kalinga Magha’s invasion and rule (1215–1236) hastened 
the destruction of the ancient Rajarata kingdom and moved future seats 
of power southwards to the coast and into the hill country.

KALYANI ROAD    Wellawatte C6  
According to the Mahavamsa chronicle the Buddha visited Kelaniya 
(Kalyani). The town is also of historical importance as the capital of a 
provincial king Kelani Tissa (1st century BCE) whose daughter, Vihara 
Maha Devi, was the mother of King Dutugemunu regarded as the most 
illustrious of the 186 or so kings of Sri Lanka between the 5th century BCE 
and 1815.

Sri Lankan Buddhists believe that the Buddha visited Kelaniya in order 
to quell a quarrel between two Naga leaders of two warring factions: 
Chulodara (literally ‘the small-bellied one’) and Mahodara (literally ‘the 
big-bellied one’). They were quarrelling over a jewel-encrusted throne. 
After the Buddha showed them the futility of their quarrel they converted 
to Buddhism and together offered the throne to the Buddha. It is believed 
that the Dagoba (pagoda or Buddhist temple) seen today was built with 
the throne as a relic inside.

Kalyani is also a girl’s name, probably meaning ‘happy’ or ‘fortunate’. In 
fact this is the most likely since there is no obvious connection with the 
town.

KANATTE ROAD   Borella C8
New Name:  D S Senanayake Mawatha

This is the road leading to the Borella cemetery. According to Clough 
Kanatta means ‘hilly ground or field (with a little jungle)’. It is now simply 
‘cemetery.’

KANDEWATTA LANE    Wellawatte C6  
Kande means ‘hill’ and watte means ‘garden’. Both the Lane and the Road, 
not surprisingly, are on a hill off Nawala Road. 

KANDEWATTA ROAD    Wellawatte C6  
See Kandewatta Lane.
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KARLSHRUE GARDENS    Maradana C10  
Karlsruhe is in south-west Germany, near the border with France. 
Karlsruhe is famous for its palace which dominates the cityscape.  It was 
also the name of a 5,000 tonne ship managed by Norddeutscher Lloyd 
shipping company, which used to ferry cargo and passengers on the Far 
East and Australasia circuit; that’s 1 tonne for every mile from Karlsruhe 
to Colombo.

KARLSHRUE PLACE    Maradana C10  
See Karlshrue Gardens

KASSAPA ROAD    Havelock Town C5     
Old Name:  Tannery Path
King Dhatusena (455 to 473 CE) was a builder: eighteen 
irrigation tanks, a large irrigation canal known as Yodha Ela, 
the Kalawewa tank and the 12m Avukana Buddha statue. 
King Dathusena had two sons, Kassapa and Mugalan, from different 
mothers.  Mugalan was the son of the royal consort and the rightful heir 
to the throne, while Kassapa was born to a mistress. With the help of his 
cousin General Migara, Kassapa overthrew the king. Migara led Kassapa 
to believe that Dhatusena had hidden treasures and when asked to lead 
Kassapa to where these treasures were hidden, Dhatusena took him to 
the Kalawewa tank. He took water in his hands, saying that this was the 
only treasure he had. Enraged at this, Kassapa had him killed by burying 
him alive in the bund of the Kalaweva.

Kassapa was disgraced among the public and the bikkhus, and he received 
the name Pithru Ghathaka Kashyapa, meaning ‘Kassapa the Patricide’. 
Because of this, and fearing an attack from Mugalan, Kassapa moved 
his capital and residence from the traditional capital of Anuradhapura 
to Sigiriya. At Sigiriya, he built a palace on top of the Sigiriya rock. An 
elaborate city and a large garden were built around the rock. A complex 
underground irrigation system supplied water to fountains which are still 
working today. 

Mugalan organised an army in South India and returned to Sri Lanka 
to claim his right to the throne. In the battle that ensued in the plains 
surrounding Sigiriya, Kassapa’s army was defeated, and he killed himself 
with his own sword. Kassapa’s reign as king ended with this defeat in 495, 
and Mugalan became the king.
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KAVINDA PLACE    Wellawatte C6  
Kavi, originally from Sanskrit, relates to ‘poetry’ or ‘song’. Kavinda or 
Kavindra, a first name for boys, means ‘lord of the poets’. Kavi also carries 
the meaning ‘wisdom’.

KAVIRATHNE PLACE    Wellawatte C6  
Ratne is a common ending for surnames, possibly derived from ‘jewel’. 
Other -ratne names are Seneviratne (soldier), Rajaratne (advisor to the 
king?) and Jayaratne (victory).  See Kavinda Place for a possible meaning.

KELANI GANGA MILL ROAD    Mutwal C15          
The Kelani ‘ganga’ or river was the most ferried river on the island with 
many crossings. No sign of a Mill but I’m still looking.

KELANKADUWA PLACE   Wellawatte C6  
There are a number of possibilities here. Although kaduwa is sword in 
Sinhala, Codrington derives kaduwa as a place name from the Tamil word 
kadu for ‘salt land on which jungle only grows sparsely or in park fashion.’ 
A useful list from Fergusons also refers to kaduwa as a ‘creek.’ 

This leaves kelan which has an older meaning in Sinhala of ‘happy’ or 
‘fortunate.’ But it could also refer to the temple or village (see Kalyani 
Road).

KENSINGTON GARDEN    Bambalapitiya C4  
In London Kensington Gardens were formerly the private gardens of 
Kensington Palace. They are now open to the public as one of the Royal 
Parks of London. The park is 275 acres. 

There is no doubt that this road takes its name from these British gardens.

KENT ROAD    Dematagoda C9  
Kent is a county in south-east England. It has been dubbed the ‘Garden 
of England’. It is famous for its orchards and hopfields. Urban, inner city 
Dematagoda, unfortunately, does not share this fame.
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KEPPETIPOLA ROAD    Havelock Town C5  
Old Name:  Brownrigg Road

Rajapaksa Wickramasekera Mudiyanselage Monarawila Keppetipola 
was a Disawe, a high ranking official under the rule of King Sri Wikrama 
Rajasinghe and later under the British. He was a prominent leader of the 
Uva rebellion of 1818.  He joined the rebels he was sent to suppress by the 
British. The rebellion was defeated by the British and Keppetipola Disawe 
along with several other leaders of the rebellion were found guilty of high 
treason and sentenced to death. Dr. Henry Marshall, a military doctor, was 
so impressed by the Kandyan Chief’s heroism and intellect that he took 
possession of the rebel leader’s skull after the execution and presented it 
to the Phrenological Society at Edinburgh Museum for analysis.

The skull was returned on the eve of Inependendence in 1948 and is now 
part of a monument on Kandy esplanade. There is also a statue of him on 
the Nuwara-Eliya-Badulla road in the Uva hills.

Marshall wrote that: ‘had the insurrection been successful he would have 
been honoured and characterised as a patriot instead of being stigmatised 
and punished as a traitor.’

KETAWALAMULLA LANE    Maradana C10  
According to D’Oyly keta is a ‘royal field or land sown on account of the 
Crown.’ Mulla is a ‘corner’ or ‘edge’, walais is a ‘hole’ or ‘dip’  so Royal Field 
Corner could work.

KETAWALAMULLA PLACE    Maradana C10   
See Ketawalamulla Lane.

KEW PASSAGE    Slave Island C2  
See Kew Road.

KEW LANE    Slave Island C2      
New Name:  Bahiathula Asraf Lane/Bahjathul Asrar Lane

See Kew Road.

KEW POINTS ROAD   Slave Island C2  
See Kew Road
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KEW ROAD    Slave Island C2  
During colonial times the British Government looked out for potentially 
lucrative crops and experimented by procuring seeds abroad, growing 
them into seedlings at Kew Gardens and then dispatching them to 
offshoot enterprises in the colonies. The busy Kew Road in Slave Island 
was the original site of a 7 acre garden set up by the British Government 
in 1810. The garden’s activities were moved to the warm, moist climate of 
Peradeniya where growing conditions were better.

KEYZER STREET    Pettah C11
Keyzer or Kaiser refers to the Dutch Emperor. This street is traditionally 
associated with furniture trading.

KHETTARAMA MAWATHA    Grandpass C14    
New Name:  Vincent Square

The R. Premadasa International Stadium (known prior to June 1994 as 
the Khetterama Cricket Stadium, after the area of Colombo it stands in) 
was the brainchild of the late Sri Lanka President Ranasinghe Premadasa, 
who championed the development of this colossal 35,000-seater concrete 
bowl, the biggest stadium in the country. It was built on swampland 
previously used by monks ferrying across to the Khettarama temple 
adjacent to the stadium. Khetta in Pali or Kshetra in Sanskrit mean a ‘field’ 
aramaya is a ‘temple’.

KHETTARAMA TEMPLE ROAD    Maradana C10     
Old Name:  Chapel Place  
See Khettarama Road.

KINROSS AVENUE    Bambalapitiya C4  
The Kinross Swimming & Life Saving Club was originally located on the 
beach at the end of Kinross Avenue and was subsequently moved furher 
away to Wellawatte at the end of Alexandra Road, where it still stands. 
Kinross itself is a small town in Perth and Kinross, East Scotland. It was 
formerly the county town of Kinrossshire. Like many other roads and 
plantations in Ceylon it was given this name by a homesick Scottish 
expatriate.
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KIRILLAPONE AVENUE    Wellawatte C6  
The high ground at Kirulapone has a hillock and this is where it gets its 
name. Originally it would have been Kirulapaena which literally means ‘in 
sight of the pinnacle’: the villagers could see the pinnacle of the King’s 
Palace at Kotte from here across the open space of paddy field and marsh.

KIRILLAPONE CANAL BANK   
New Name:  Dhammarama Road

The Kirillapone Canal runs from Welawatte to Nawala. Following 
modernization there is even a ferry service along this route.

KIRILLAPONE MASJID ROAD    Wellawatte C6  
Site of the Kirillapone Jummah Mosque.

KIRILLAPONE ROAD    Wellawatte C6  
See Kirillapone Avenue.

KIRILLAPONE NUGEGODA ROAD    Wellawatte C6    
New Name:  Poorwarama Road

This is the road to Nugegoda, the ‘place’ with the nuga or banyan trees 
(Ficus benghalensis). See Mahanuga Gardens.

KIRILLAPONE STATION ROAD      Wellawatte  C6     
New Name:  D M Colombage Mawatha 
Local urban rail services stop here. See Kirillapone Avenue.

KIRIMANDALA MAWATHA    Havelock Town   C5  
Old Name: Milk Board Road

20 years ago Kirimandala Mawatha was 
simply a path in Nawala, a rapidly urbanising 
cinnamon and rubber plantation zone. 

At the Narahenpita end was the Kirimandala 
or ‘Milk Board’. This section of the road 
was joined to Nawala by an edanda - a 
traditional coconut trunk bridge - over which people walked in single file. 
The Milk Board is still there. See Narahenpita Road.
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KIRTHI LANE    Pettah C11
Kirthi Sri Raja Singha was the second Nayaka king of Kandy (1747 -1782). 
He was a prince from the Madurai Nayak Dynasty. He succeeded his 
brother-in-law, Sri Vijaya Raja Singha, to the throne in 1751. 

King Kirthi furthered the Buddhist faith by building the Raja Maha Vihara 
(Gangarama) in Kandy and extending the inner temple of the Sacred 
Tooth Temple. He commissioned writers to continue the Mahavansa by 
chronicling events up to his own reign. 

In 1761 King Kirthi attacked Dutch garrisons and forts around the country. 
The Dutch retaliated by consolidating their positions and expelling 
Kandyans from Dutch territory, before planning an all-out assault on 
Kandy. The king looked to the British in Madras for assistance. The British, 
keen to gain a foothold in the spice trade, were eager  to help. In 1762 
they sent their envoy, John Pybus in 1762. The King gave him a ring, a 
sword, a gold chain with breast jewels. Pybus was amazed to see how the 
Kandyans had managed to fight a war with the Dutch and had captured 
the Matara  Dutch Fort. He wrote that: ‘they had put every European to the 
sword except two officers who are now prisoners.’

See Dharmakirthiyarama Mawatha for another possible derivation.

KIRULA PLACE    Havelock Town C5 
Kirula means ‘crown’ or ‘pinnacle’ and undoubtedly refers to the pinnacle 
of Kotte fort. See Kirillapone Avenue.

KIRULA ROAD    Havelock Town C5  
See Kirula Place

KITTIYAKARA ROAD    Maradana C10  
The House of Kitiyakara is a Thai royal dynasty. Sri Lanka has had long-
standing connexions with Thailand, both countries being Theravada 
Buddhist.

KITULWATTA LANE    Borella C8
This is the ‘garden’ or ‘orchard’ of kitul trees. This fish-tail palm tree yields 
a brown syrup or jaggery which is a popular alternative to honey. The lane 
has a long row of well-kept shanties backing onto the railway line and golf 
course.
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KITULWATTA ROAD    Borella C8
See Kitulwatta Lane.

KOCHCHIKADE STREET    Mutwal C15
New Name:  St. Anthony’s Mawatha

Friar Antonio came to Colombo from Kochi (also Cochin) in Kerala, South 
India in the 18th century. He was a Catholic priest when, under the Dutch, 
Catholics were being persecuted. He disguised himself as a trader and 
lived in Maliban Street, close to St. Philip Neris Church. 

When the Dutch discovered who he was and what he was doing Fr. Antonio 
fled to Mutwal. He met some fishermen who knew him and they agreed 
to protect him on one condition. The sea had encroached onto the beach 
where they had previously dried their nets and they wanted the beach 
back.

Fr. Antonio hurried back to Maliban Street and came back dressed in his 
priest’s garments with a large wooden Cross. He placed the Cross on the 
shoreline and prayed for a miracle. On the third day the waves withdrew 
and the beach returned. 

Soldiers reported to the Governor what had happened. He realised that it 
would be dangerous to arrest him and instead he gave Fr. Antonio some 
land where he built a small shop or kade. During the day he would run 
his business and at night he would perform his spiritual duties. As he was 
from Cochin, the place gained the name Kochchiyakade – ‘the kade of the 
man from Cochin’.

The shop built by Friar Antonio became a chapel in 1822 after the 
Miraculous Statue of St. Anthony had been brought from Goa and set on 
the altar which marked the spot where Friar Antonio had placed his own 
miraculous cross. In 1834 the chapel became St Anthony’s church.

KOKILA ROAD    Wellawatte C6 
Kokila are cuckoos. They lay their eggs in the nests of crows and other 
birds, who raise their young for them. The name kokila like the English, is 
onomatapoeic. The bird is a widely used symbol in poetry: the victory of 
Sapumal Kumaraya, sent by the King of Kotte to capture the Aryachakravarti 
Jaffna kingdom, is sung in the Kokila Sandesaya (Message carried by the 
cuckoo).
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KOLONNAWA ROAD    Dematagoda C9  
This road leads to Kolonnawa, a town in Colombo District but outside the 
municipality. Kolonnauwa was, until recently, a rubber plantation.

KOLLUPITIYA LANE    
New Name:  St. Anthony’s Mawatha
See Zones: Kollupitiya

KOPIYAWATTA ROAD    Dematagoda C9  
New Name: Bodhirajarama Patu Mawatha
Kopi could refer to coffee plants. I like the idea of a small coffee garden.

KORTEBOAM STREET    Mutwal C15 

New Name:  Srimath Ramananthan Mawatha

Korteboam means short trees. The Dutch called it Korteboam because 
they found that the sea spray stunted the growth of the trees here.

KOSALA LANE    Pettah C11
Old Name:  Kaffir’s Lane

Kosala was an ancient Indian kingdom centred on Ayodhya (of Ramayana 
fame). The Buddha preached to a King of Kosala: “Once when the Buddha 
was living at Savatthi, King Pasenadi of Kosala had eaten a whole bucket 
measure of rice and curries. And the Buddha, observing how he was 
huffing and puffing, said: ‘Those who live in mindfulness know when they 
have eaten enough food and find that they have less discomfort after. They 
age slowly and their lives are long.’

After that the king ate no more than a pint-pot measure of rice. When his 
body had become quite slim, King Pasenadi exclaimed: ‘Indeed the Buddha 
has shown me Compassion in two different ways: For my welfare right 
here and now, and also in the life to come!’ ’’

KOSWATTA ROAD    Borella C8
This means a jack fruit orchard. Kos is ‘jackfruit’; watta is ‘garden/orchard’.

KOTAHENA STREET    Kotahena C13
See Zones: Kotahena
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KOTALAWELA AVENUE    Bambalapitiya C4  
The Kotelawala family has three famous public servants to justify a street-
naming:

1. Sir Henry Kotelawala represented Uva in the Legislature and State 
Council for a record number of years.

2. General Sir John Lionel Kotelawala (1897- 1980) was a Sri 
Lankan soldier and politician. He was successively Minister of 
Communication, Minister of Public Works and Minister of Transport 
in D.S. Senanayake’s government. When Dudley, his son and 
successor, was forced to resign after the economic crisis and hartal 
of 1953, Sir John became the Prime Minister, serving until 1956. The 
General Sir John Kotelawala Defence University (KDU) is named after 
him.

3. Sir John’s brother, Justin, was Chairman of the Ceylon Insurance Co 
(Ceylinco) and a Colombo Municipal Council member 1941-46.

KOVIL VEEDIYA    Maradana C10
Old Name:  Captain’s Garden Road  

This road leads up to the Captain’s Garden Hindu temple, Sri 
Kailawasanathar Swami Devasthanam.

KULARATHNE MAWATHA    Maradana C10  
Old Name:  Maradana Road 

Patrick de Silva Kularatne (1893-1976) was an educationist and politician. 
He established Nalanda College, Ananda Balika, Moratuwa Vidyalaya and 
Pannipitiya Vidyalaya. His wife, Hilda, a scholar, was the principal of Ananda 
Balika and she founded the Sri Sumangala Girls’ School at Panadura and 
the Maliyadewa Girls’ School at Kurunegala. He was Principal of Ananda 
College and the first secretary of the Sri Lanka Freedom Party.

KUMARAN RATHNAM ROAD    Slave Island C2      
Old Name:  Shorts Road

Dr Kumaran Ratnam was Mayor of Colombo in 1950. The Ratnam Hospital 
was known for treating the poor with whatever money they brought with 
them. His funeral in Slave Island drew a very large crowd, not surprisingly.
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KURUPPU ROAD    Borella C8 
Although there are plenty of runners there are no obvious winners. 
Road builders, clerks, landowners, sportsmen, proctors and prominent 
Buddhists are all in the leading pack.

KURUWE STREET    Hulftsdorf  C12    
New Name:  Husainiya Street

The Sinhala kings had special elephant trainers, the Kuruwe people from 
Kegalle. They were responsible for training elephants caught in the wild 
for both traditional purposes and war. Even the mahouts who looked after 
the elephants after their training were trained by the Kuruwe people. A 
brass model of an elephant with a number of movable joints was used in 
the training of the mahouts.

KYNSEY PLACE    Cinnamon Gardens C7
Dr. W.R. Kynsey was the Principal Civil Medical Officer of Ceylon and a 
member of the Colombo Municipal Council (1876-87). He researched 
parangi, a contagious disease marked by eruptions, sores and ulcers. He 
established that the disease developed in areas where sanitation and 
hygiene were poor.  He recognised the similarity of symptoms to syphilis 
but classified it as closer to framboesia. 

He was concerned about the effect of immigration on health saying 
that: ‘it is intimately connected with the coffee industry and the material 
progress of the colony. It is equally connected to and answerable for the 
introduction and dissemination of infectious diseases such as cholera and 
smallpox.’ In 1876 alone 60,089 immigrants arrived in Colombo.

KYNSEY ROAD    Borella C8
See Kynsey Place

KYNSEY TERRACE    Cinnamon Gardens C7
See Kynsey Place
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L
LAKE CRESCENT    Slave Island C2  

A crescent shaped road adjacent to Beira Lake.

LAKE  DRIVE    Borella C8 

A road that skirts Dematagoda Ela, opposite Royal Park Condominium

LAKE ROAD    Kollupitiya C3    
New Name:  Baladaksa Mawatha 

This road is sandwiched between Galle Face Green and the sea to the west 
and Beira Lake to the East.

LASCAREN STREET    Kotahena C13    
New Name:  Sri Sivananda Veediya

Lascarins (or Lascareens) were soldiers who fought for the Portuguese 
(1505 - 1658) and took part in the battles against the Dutch during the 
Dutch–Portuguese War which ended the Portuguese occupation of coastal 
Sri Lanka. Lascarins then served the Dutch but during British rule they 
became a ceremonial guard used by Mudaliyars for personal protection. 
They were also guards of honour for royal visits. The Lascarins dressed in 
scarlet tunics with gold embroidery, white cloth or trousers and plumed 
headgear. They carried lances and white parasols and marched to the 
music of a tom-tom and flute band. 

LAKSHMI GARDENS    Borella C8
Lakshmi is the goddess of wealth, prosperity and fortune. She is the wife of 
Vishnu and is usually portrayed standing or sitting on a pink lotus offering 
gold coins or pearls. She is nearly always framed by white elephants 
showering her with water.

LAURIES LANE    Bambalapitiya C4  
William Laurie was a Civil and Mechanical Engineer and the first 
Superintendent of Works for Colombo Municipal Council.
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LAURIES ROAD    Bambalapitiya C4  
See Lauries Lane

LAYARDS BROADWAY    Grandpass C14
Charles Edward and Henry Peter 
John Layard were the sons of the 
Rev. Charles Peter Layard, the Dean 
of Bristol. They arrived in Ceylon 
1803-4 and they both worked for 
the Ceylon Civil Service. Henry 
Peter married Marianne Austen 
and their son was the famous 
archaelogist, Sir Henry Austen 
Layard of Nineveh fame.

Charles Edward married Barbara 
Bridgetina Mooyart and had 
26 children. He had a house in 
Kalutara called ‘Mount Layard’. 
His eldest son was Charles Peter 
Layard (1806-1893), Government 
Agent for the Western Province, District Judge and Colonial Secretary. 
Layards Broadway is named after him. Most importantly C.P. Layard was 
the first Chairman of Colombo Municipal Council 1866-77.

LAYARDS ROAD    Bambalapitiya C4  
See Layards Broadway.

LEECHMAN LANE    Slave Island C2 
In 1865 when the Hulftsdorf Mills Co. went into liquidation the property 
was acquired by George Barclay Leechman who, with his brother William 
Carey Leechman as partner, founded the firm of G. & W. Leechman. In 
1886 Philipp Freudenberg took out a lease on the Hulftsdorf Mills and 
then bought it in 1896. The Leechmans had built a new mill at Grandpass. 
Leechman & Co. owned plantations and traded in coffee, cinchona (used 
for making quinine), rubber and tea. 
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LESLIE RANAGALA MAWATHA    Borella C8 
Lesley Ranagala was the UNP MP for Borella assassinated by JVP.

LEYDEN BASTIAN ROAD    Fort C1   
This was part of the old Fort, named after the town in Holland. It was one 
of the eleven bastions of the Dutch Fort. See Zones: Fort.

LILLIE STREET    Slave Island C2
Captain Lillie commanded the Ceylon Rifle Regiment during the brutal 
suppression of the 1848 Matale Rebellion. The Ceylon Rifles were based 
in Slave Island.

LILY AVENUE    Wellawatte C6  
It’s difficult to decide between the ladies and the flowers, both name and 
bloom are very common.

LIONEL EDIRISINGHE MAWATHA    Havelock Town C5    
Old Name:  Nugagahwatta Road

Dr. Lionel Edirisinghe (1913-88) studied classical music at the Santiniketan, 
near Calcutta. Later he went to Bathkande University in Lucknow where 
Ravi Shankar and Ali Akba were fellow students.

He founded the Government College of Music (now the Faculty of Music 
at the University of Visual and Performing Arts).

He was involved in a controversy over a new national anthem for 
independent Ceylon. He was on the selection panel and wrote the music 
for the winning entry while a co-panellist wrote the lyics. In the end their 
selection was rejected in favour of Ananda Samarakoon’s ‘Namo Namo 
Matha.’ 
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LOCKGATE LANE    Maradana C10      
New Name:  Piyadarsana Mawatha
Lockgates in Colombo had Mudaliyars and Muhandirams to manage 
them. The Sebastian Canal was one of canals built by the Dutch for barge 
transport. It connected Grandpass to Beira Lake, flowing through the 
Bloemendhal marshes and round Hulftsdorp Hill.

LONGDEN PLACE    Cinnamon Gardens C7    
New Name:  Malalasekera Mawatha

Sir James Longden was Governor of Ceylon 1877-1883. As Hulugalle 
comments: ‘Dull and safe men have their uses, and James Robert Longden 
did not let the Colonial Office down.’

During Longden’s term of office the 
coffee fungus Hemileia vasatrix, 
which had made its entrance in 
1869, destroyed most of the coffee 
plantations and forced planters to quit 
coffee or Ceylon. Over 400 planters 
left and the remainder invested in tea 
and/or cinchona (quinine).

Amazingly, it was only in 1883 that the first ‘coolie’-powered, iron-wheeled 
rickshaw arrived in Ceylon, imported by Whittall & Co.

LONGDEN TERRACE    Cinnamon Gardens C7    
New Name:  Malalasekera Pedesa
See Longden Place.

LORENSZ ROAD    Bambalapitiya C4  
The Burgher intelligentsia in the 1860s was led by Charles Ambrose 
Lorensz. His legal mind earned him the nickname ‘Morning Star of 
Hulftsdorp’. Together with a group of young Burghers such as Leopold 
Ludovici, Francis Bevan, Samuel Grenier and James Stewart Drieberg they 
produced a leading local literary journal called ‘Young Ceylon’

In 1859 Lorensz and a syndicate purchased the Ceylon Examiner. Until his 
death in 1871, at the age of forty two, Ambrose Lorensz used this vehicle 
for promoting social reform, championing democratic causes and holding 
the British colonial government, the Governor and his Executive Council 
to account. 
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LOTUS ROAD    Fort C1   
There were several outlets to 
carry the spill water of Beira Lake 
to the sea. One of them came 
from a stream flowing across St 
John’s Road where the Central Fish 
Market used to be.  

Another was the Lotus Canal, formerly on the banks of Beira Lake. Ingram 
(see Ingram Road) refers to an area which in the early 1900s: ‘was politely 
named the ‘Lotus Pond’ which had however long ceased to allow anything 
of the kind to grow and was even then a stagnant and not inoffensive pool.’

LOWER BAGATALLE ROAD    Kollupitiya C3  
See Alfred House Gardens.

LOWER ST. ANDREW’S PLACE    Mutwal C15           
This road skirts St. Andrew’s church, Mutwal. See also St. Andrew’s Road.

LOW LEVEL ROAD    Grandpass   C14
New Name:  Avissawella Road

See High Level Road.

LUCAS ROAD    Grandpass C14
Lucas is originally a Latin name meaning a man from Luciana (a region of 
Italy). Examples appear in the records of it as a Dutch and a British name, 
but none of them is particularly worthy of a mention.

LUKMANJEE SQUARE    Grandpass C14

Adamjee Lukmanjee set himself up as a trader in Pettah in 1865. He started 
with spices, sugar and pulses. When he relocated to Grandpass in 1907 he 
had already moved into coconut oil manufacturing. Later he invested in 
property and plantations. The company he founded is still in business and 
still trading in Grandpass. See Adam’s Avenue.
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M
M. VINCENT PERERA MAWATHA    Grandpass C14      
Old Name:  Grandpass Road   

M. Vincent Perera was Mayor of 
Colombo (1965-1966, 1970-1973). He 
was also Minister of Parliamentary 
Affairs & Sports (1978 -1987) and 
Minister of Parliamentary Affairs & 
Justice (1989-1993).

M.D. GUNASENA MAWATHA   Hulftsdorf C12    
Old Name:  Trinity Place

Malagalage Don Gunasena founded M.D. Gunasena printers, publishers 
and booksellers in 1925. The printing section is still located in Hulftsdorf.

M. J. M.  LAFEER MAWATHA    Maradana C10      
Old Name:  Messenger Street 

Muhammad Junaid Muhammad Lafir was Sri Lanka`s first World Champion 
in any sport. He won the World Billiards Title in 1973, held in Bombay, 
scoring, at that time, a world record break of 850. After this victory the 
government issued a commemorative stamp. 

He was born in Messenger Street in 1929 and after his death in 1981 the 
Municipal Council re-named it after him.

McCALLUM ROAD    Maradana C10      
New Name:  D R Wijewardene Mawatha

Sir Henry McCallum was the Governor of Ceylon (1907-13).

He opposed any reform to increase Ceylonese representation on the 
Legislative Council or to take power away from Agents and Civil Servants 
to make decisions on behalf of the local population. So, not a force for 
change.
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MacCARTHY ROAD    Kotahena C13    
New Name:  Wijerama Mawatha 

Sir Charles Tustan MacCarthy was the Governor of Ceylon 1860-63.

He was promoted from the ranks of the Civil Service following thirteen 
years in Ceylon. His interests were more administrative than political, 
commercial or intellectual.

MACKENZIE ROAD    Cinnamon Gardens C7
James Alexander Stewart-Mackenzie was the Governor of Ceylon (1837 
-1841). He suffered fom malaria and was not able to complete his term 
of office. Sales of land for coffee planting accelerated during his term of 
office: the average number of acres sold annually reached 42,880 (1840-
45). However, a shortage of public funds due to the abolition of the 
cinnamon monopoly and the slump in pearl fishing meant that he could 
not extend the road network, as Barnes and Horton had done (see Barnes 
Place and Horton Place). This made him unpopular with planters and 
merchants who were eager to improve commercial supply lines.

Mackenzie refused to take on the Governor’s role in the appointment of 
high priests for Buddhist temples believing it encouraged Buddhism rather 
than his own Christian faith. Eventually this constitutional practice was 
abandoned.

MACLEOD ROAD    Bambalapitiya C4  
Keith William Bruce Macleod (1875-1941) held various positions in the 
Civil Service. He was a police magistrate, a district judge, a government 
Agent, the Deputy Collector of Customs and the Chairman of Colombo 
Municipal Council (1910 -1912). He was the acting magistrate in the 
amous Attygalle murder case in 1907 which resulted in one of the accused 
poisoning himself and the execution of his co-conspirator.

MADAMPITIYA ROAD    Mutwal C15          
Maadam is a tree with juicy edible fruit. It is also called: Maadang, Mahaa-
dang, jumbo/jamba tree, damba, black plum, damson plum, duhat plum, 
Java plum or Portuguese Plum. 

The wood is strong and is water resistant. Because of this it is used in 
railway sleepers and to install motors in wells. The fruit is oblong or oval 
and changes from green to pink to shining crimson as it matures.
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MADANGAHAWATTE LANE    Wellawatte C6  
This was a forest of Maadang trees. See Madampitiya Road.

MAGAZINE ROAD    Borella C8
The Magazine or Welikada prison is a historical building housing both male 
and female prisoners. According to popular myth, the two units within 
the prison complex - the Magazine Male prison and the Magazine Female 
prison - are so named because the building was a safe haven used by the 
British to store ammunitions.

MAHA SANTIAGO MAWATHA    Mutwal C15          
Also known as Santha Santiago it refers to St James (‘Sant’, ‘Iago’) one of 
the first disciples of Jesus and a witness to the Transfiguration. St. James 
was executed by King Herod Agrippa. His remains are said to be in Santiago 
de Compostela in Galicia (Spain). Saint James is the Patron Saint of Spain. 
He is portayed as a travelling pilgrim with a staff, hat, carpenter’s saw and 
a scallop shell on his shoulder.

The 140-year old church is at the end of this street in Modera. 

MAHAKUMARAGE ROAD    Grandpass C14     
Old Name:  Destructor Road

This is quite a popular family name. 
Maha means ‘great’, kumara 
means (young) prince. Kumara 
is a name given to Murugan or 
Kataragama. ‘-ge’ indicates a 
family or household name.

MAHANUGA GARDENS    Kollupitiya C3  
Mahanuga in Sinhala is a banyan tree (Ficus benghalensis). The banyan 
sends roots down from its host tree, these then form secondary trunks 
to support the expanding branches and these trunks send out even more 
roots until they crowd out the host tree. It is an amazing tree. 

Sir Harry Dias bought the house ‘Alcove’ in Captain’s Gardens, Kollupitiya. 
He renamed it after the large banyan tree in the garden. He was asked 
if he was interested in selling the property for railway development and 
replied, ‘Sir, let me die here!’ 
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This was the beginning of the Maha Nuge Gardens connection with the 
Bandaranaike dynasty in Ceylon. The lane is still owned by them.

Sir Harry Dias Bandaranaike was the first Sinhalese to be called to the Bar 
in England, the first Sinhalese to be appointed a Judge to the Supreme 
Court in Ceylon and he was also knighted by the King. Sir Harry also served 
as an Official of the Legislative Council of Ceylon

MAHASEN MAWATHA    Havelock Town C5  
Mahasen, also known as Mahasena, was a king of Sri Lanka (275-301 CE). 
He built sixteen large tanks or reservoirs in Sri Lanka. After becoming king, 
Mahasen discriminated against Theravada Buddhists in the country, and 
destroyed several temples including the Mahavihara, the main Theravada 
temple, before his chief minister made him repent. He built the Jethavana 
Stupa but his greatest claim to fame was the Minneriya Tank which  
stretches over 4670 acres. Its 15m dam holds over 20bn gallons of water. 

MAHA VIDYALAYA MAWATHA    Maradana C10   
Old Name:  Barber Street  
Kotahena Mahavidyalaya (High School) is on this road.

MAHAWATTA LANE    Havelock Town C5      
New Name:  Muhandiram E D Dabare Road
Maha is ‘great/big’ and watta is ’garden’ or ‘land’. It is not much of a 
garden now, but this land would have been in a jungle-to-plantation phase 
not so long ago.

MAHAWATTA ROAD    Grandpass C14       
Old Name:  Temple Road

Reynoldus D’Andrado, Mudaliyar and Military officer, received a gift of 58 
acres of land known as ‘Mahawatte’ in Grandpass. Mahawatta in those 
days was a marsh and the land was used for paddy farming. Canals drained 
the water away and later an embankment was built. Mahawatta is now a 
busy commercial zone and the remaining marsh land has been reclaimed 
and only a few of the D’Andrado family remain. 

MAHAWELA LANE    Dematagoda C9  
Mahawela Lane leads up to the Dematagoda Canal. At one time this must 
have been marshy wasteland with wela or ‘sand’ and shrubs.
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MAHAWELA PLACE    Havelock Town C5  
This name probably has a similar name origin as Mahawela Lane in 
Dematagoda.

MAHESWARI ROAD    Wellawatte C6   
Maheswari is another name for the Hindu goddess Parvathi. It also appears 
as both a first and a family name.

MAHINDA PLACE    Havelock Town C5   
Mahinda Thero, son of King Ashoka, was the monk who brought Buddhism 
to Sri Lanka.

MAHINDARAMA MAWATHA    Maradana C10  
Mahindarama is made up of two Pali words: Mahinda, the son of King 
Ashoka and the monk who who introduced Buddhism to Sri Lanka; and 
Arama (ya), a ‘shrine’, a ‘temple’ or a ‘place of refuge’. This road leads to 
the Sri Anandaramaya Temple behind Ananda College.

MAIN STREET    Pettah C11

At one time, the main street joined Pettah to the Fort. The Dutch called it 
Konings (King’s) Street. 1st and 2nd Cross Streets, which intersect it, were 
originally known as Market Street and Harlemmer Street.

MAITHRI BODHIRAJA MAWATHA    Hulftsdorf  C12
Maithri is a Sanskrit word (Pali: metta) meaning ‘loving-kindness’. 
Bodhiraja refers to the Bo tree (see Bodhiraja Mawatha).
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MAITLAND CRESCENT    Cinnamon Gardens C7
Sir Thomas Maitland 1805-1811 was nicknamed ‘King Tom’ because of 
his forceful and determined approach to government. According to his 
biographer: ‘his life meant work, work that would have crushed ordinary 
men even to attempt. His diversion, his solace was gross indulgence. He 
was not a brilliant or popular man. He was a great human force controlled 
by a will of iron.’

Maitland managed a tight 
budget, stripping out waste and 
extravagance in the Army and Civil 
Service. He was in no mood to 
repeat the mistakes of Governor 
North’s Kandyan campaign (see 
Guilford Crescent), claiming that 
there was nothing he couldn’t 
achieve through underhand diplomacy. He drastically reduced the size 
of his army in Ceylon and conducted a radical reorganization of the Civil 
Service.  

He built a palace by the sea at ‘Galkissa’ (Mount Lavinia), a few kilometers 
south of the city of Colombo. During his time as Governor, Maitland fell 
in love with a half-caste dancing-girl named Lovina (half Portuguese, half 
Sinhalese). When the palace was being built Maitland had a special tunnel 
dug which led from a wine cellar in the palace to a well in Lovina’s house. 
Unfortunately, the tunnel was sealed up in 1920.

MAITLAND PLACE    Cinnamon Gardens C7
See Maitland Crescent

MAJEED PLACE    Dematagoda C9  
Majeed is an Arabic name meaning ‘noble glory’. A famous Abdul Majeed 
living in Dematagoda was Abdul Majeed Mohamed Rajabdeen, son 
of another Abdul Majeed. He founded A. M. M. Rajabdeen & Sons in 
Nawala which expanded from a small hardware shop in Pettah in 1935 
to a modern diversified construction sector company importing and 
distributing sanitaryware and fittings; bathroom accessories; door and 
window fittings; and agricultural and garden equipment. 
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MAJESTIC AVENUE    Bambalapitiya C4  
This is the site of the Majestic City shopping mall and the Majestic Cinema, 
a project of Ceylon Theatres Pvt Ltd under the chairmanship of Albert 
Page. It is now over twenty years old.

MALALASEKARA MAWATHA    Cinnamon Gardens C7      
Old Name:  Longden Place

Gunapala Malalasekara was a teacher and principal at Ananda College, 
(1921-3). He left to study for an MA and PhD in Pali Literature at the School 
of Oriental Studies, University of London. In 1927 he was was a lecturer 
in Pali and Sanskrit at University College, Ceylon. When the University 
of Ceylon was founded in 1942 he became the first Dean of Sinhala, Pali 
and Sanskrit. He was the Chief  Editor of the Encyclopedia of Buddhism 
and the President of the All Ceylon Buddhist Congress (1938-57). The 
Congress building in Bauddhaloka Mawatha was named after him. In 1950 
he brought together representatives from 27 countries to form the World 
Fellowship of Buddhists. Prof. Malalasekara was its President (1950-1958).

He is most famous, however, for compiling his English-Sinhalese Dictionary 
and Dictionary of Pali Proper Names. These are in addition to his many 
other works on Buddhism and his Extended Mahavamsa.

In 1957 he became Sri Lanka‘s ambassador to the USSR. He was also 
Ambassador to Canada (1960); the Permanent Representative for Ceylon 
in the UN (1961); and the Ceylon High Commissioner in the U.K. (1963).  
On his return to Sri Lanka in 1967 he became Chairman of the National 
Higher Education Commission.

MALALASEKARA PEDESA (Place)    Cinnamon Gardens   C7 
Old Name:  Longden Terrace
See Malalasekara Mawatha. Pedesa in Sinhala means ‘Place’.

MALAY STREET      Slave Island   C2  
The Dutch imported a contingent of Ooosterse Militie or ‘Eastern 
Soldiers’ from Java. They were settled in the Malay Quarter of Slave 
Island, now called Malay Street. Names of places such as Jawatte Lane, 
Java Lane and Ja-ela in the suburbs indicate their presence in Colombo. 
Today 60,000 Malays are scattered in  Colombo,  Hambantota,  Ampara, 
Kalutara and in a few other towns. 
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MALIBAN STREET    Pettah C11 
The Maliban (Dutch) or Mall was the fashionable promenade or market of 
Pettah in Dutch times. Angulugaha Gamage Hinniappuhamy, the founder 
of Maliban Biscuits, opened his first hotel, the Maliban Hotel, at 62, 
Maliban Street. See Hinniappuhamy Mawatha.

MALIGAKANDA LANE    Maradana C10  
See Maligawatta Road

MALIGAKANDA ROAD    Maradana C10    
New Name:  Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Nahimi Mawatha 
See Maligawatta Road

MALIGAWATTA LANE    Maradana C10  
See Maligawatta Road

MALIGAWATTA JUMMA MASJID ROAD    Maradana C10  
Old Name: Maligawatta Road
The is the site of the Maligawatta Jumma Masjid.

MALIGAWATTA NEW TOWN ROAD    Maradana C10  
See Maligawatta Road

MALIGAWATTA PLACE    Maradana C10  
See Maligawatta Road

MALIGAWATTA ROAD    Maradana C10 
Maligawa means ‘royal palace’. When Rajasinha, King of the Sitawaka 
Kingdom (1581-93) attacked the Portuguese fort his troops camped out 
here in Maliga watta. The king himself was housed at Maligakanda. Dalada 
Maligawa, the Temple of the (Buddha’s) Tooth, is actually the ‘palace’ of 
the tooth and the royal palace connected to it is also known as Maligawa.

MALLIKA LANE    Wellawatte C6  
Mallika in Sanskrit is ‘jasmine’. It is also a common woman’s name. The 
Anagarika Dharmapala’s mother was called Mallika, she founded the 
Mallika Home for the Elderly in Visaka Road. See Dharmapala Mawatha.
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MALLIKARAMA MAWATHA    Dematagoda C9  
This may indicate a ‘jasmine’ (mallika) ‘shrine’ (arama).

MALWATTA LANE    Mutwal C15          
This was the site of a flower or market garden. It is a hybrid name derived 
from the Sinhala Mala ‘flower’ and the Dutch  ‘mall’ or ‘market’; watta  is 
‘garden.’

MANGALA ROAD    Borella C8 
In astrology, Mangala is the name for Mars, the red planet. It can also 
mean ‘happiness’ or ‘fortune’ and ‘wedding feast’ or ‘banquet’.

MANGALA UYANA    Borella C8
Names of flower gardens belonging to Buddhist establishments end with 
uyana.

MANNING PLACE    Wellawatte C6  
Manning Town, Manning Place and Manning Market are all linked to 
the name of Sir William Henry Manning, Governor of Ceylon (1918-25). 
A military man with experience of India and Africa, he came to Ceylon 
at a time when constitutional change had become necessary. His two 
reforms expanded the membership of the Legislative Council from 21 to 
49, including 29 elected members.

MANTHRI PLACE    Havelock Town C5  
Manthri means ‘Minister’ or ‘adviser’. It has the same root as ‘Mandarin.’ 
Perhaps a public official lived here.

MANTHRI ROAD    Havelock Town C5  
See Manthri Place.

MARADANA ROAD    Maradana C10       
New Names:  Gnanartha Pradeepaya Road, Kularatne Mawatha, Orabi 
Pasha Mawatha

See Zones:  Maradana
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MARCUS FERNANDO MAWATHA    Cinnamon Gardens C7    
Old Name: Edinburgh Crescent

(Sir) Dr. Hilarion Marcus Fernando was Registrar to the Ceylon Medical 
College (1890-97) and the First Physician at the Colombo General Hospital 
(1898-1909). He was Chairman of the Board of Directors at the State 
Mortgage Bank and President of the Catholic Union. He also served on the 
Executive and Legislative Councils.

MARINA AVENUE    Cinnamon Gardens C7
Seeing how far Horton Place is from the sea, this name remains a puzzle; 
but Marina, the girl’s name, is a possibility.

MARINE DRIVE    Fort C1     
New Name: Chaitiya Road

This road leads the way along the coast to the harbour, chaitiya and light-
house.

MARINE DRIVE    Fort C1-Wellawatte C6   
New Name: Colombo Plan Road

Marine Drive was started by Governor Maitland who wanted to build a 
direct route from his residence in Mout Lavinia to his office in Fort but 
the road, until recently, was only completed between Wellawatte and 
Bambalapitiya. However, it now stretches as far as Kollupitiya and it will 
relieve a considerable amount of congestion from Galle Road.

MARRIKKAR PLACE    Maradana C10  
Arasi Marikar Wapchie Marikar was one of the founders of Zahira College 
and seved as both Treasurer and Headmaster. He was also the building 
contractor for Colombo Museum, the General Post Office, Colombo 
Customs, the Old Town Hall in Pettah, Galle Face Hotel, Victoria Arcade, 
the Finlay Moir building and the Lighthouse Clock Tower.

There are, of course, other Marikars.

MART PLACE    Mutwal C15         
New Name:  Veluwana Place
A mart is a market or trading centre.
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MART TERRACE    Mutwal C15         
New Name:  Veluwana Terrace     
See Mart Place.

MARTIE’S LANE    Hulftsdorf C12
This is possibly a corruption of ‘mart’.

MARY’S ROAD    Bambalapitiya C4  
This is too far away from St. Mary’s Church, Bambalapitiya, to be connected 
in some way. This leaves the impossible task of finding a golden needle in 
a haystack of Marys.

MASJID JAMIAH ROAD    Slave Island C2       
Old Name:  Ingram Street

Masjidul Jamiah mosque is at the end of the road at no. 1,  Java Lane.

MATHA ROAD    Borella C8
Matha could mean ‘mother’ or ‘monastery’ (math). Perhaps the Sri 
Sariputtha Ramaya (temple) at the end of the road gives a clue.

MAURICE PLACE    Havelock Town C5  
There are lots of interesting Maurices:

1. Maurice de Worms who set up the largest coffee plantation in 
Ceylon and introduced the first tea plants from China.

2. Col. Maurice de Mel who was one of the leaders of the 1962 coup 
d’état attempt.

3. Count Maurice de Mauny, author of Gardening in Ceylon and 
The Gardens of Taprobane, who lived in Ceylon (1912-41). He 
was famous for his furniture creations and the house he built on 
‘Taprobane’ island off Weligama with its own ‘garden of Eden.’

MAYA AVENUE    Wellawatte C6 
Queen Maya of Sakya was the mother of Siddartha Gautama (the Buddha). 
When she conceived him she had a vivid dream with a white elephant, 
tidings of a very important event to come.
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The Maya Rata (205 BCE–161 BCE) or Kingdom of Kelaniya was a medieval 
era Sinhalese kingdom located in western part of Sri Lanka. Kelaniya was 
its capital. The boundaries of the Kingdom of Maya Rata are Deduru Oya 
River from the North, and Kalu River River from the South.

Maya is also a key concept in Indian philosophy, often translated as ‘illusion’ 
but more correctly can be defined as referring to the trancendental ideality 
of experience.

MAYFIELD LANE    Kotahena C13
See Mayfield Road

MAYFIELD ROAD    Kotahena C13
Mayfield is the name given to a whole range of tea and coffee estates in Sri 
Lanka and South India. The original Mayfield estate in Sri Lanka was based 
at Dimbula, near Hatton, with 700 acres of tea planatations and 239 acres 
of timber.

It is likely that the name Mayfield came from one of the villages in England 
(Sussex, Staffordshire) or Scotland (Edinburgh, Midlothian)

MAYURA PATH    Wellawatte C6  
See Mayura Place

MAYURA PLACE    Wellawatte C6    
Mayura is a peacock. It is an important symbol in Hinduism and Buddhism, 
representing at different times immortality, love and the conquering of 
the senses. There is a Sri Lankan peacock dance. Mayura is the origin of 
the name of the Mauryan dynasty, one of whose members, King Asoka, 
gave the gift of Buddhism to Ceylon.

Mayura Place boasts the Mayura Buddhist temple, the Mayura Hindu 
temple and the Mayura Place mosque.

MAYURI LANE    Pettah C11
Mayuri is a female peacock - a ‘peahen’.

MEEGAHA PLACE (PEDESA)    Havelock Town C5
The Meegaha is a tree (Mee tree, Bassia longifolia, Madhuca longifolia 
Mahwa or Mahua). 
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Its flowers are edible and are used to make syrup for medicinal purposes 
and fermented to produce an alcoholic liquor.

MEERANIYA STREET    Hulftsdorf C12
Old Name:  Ferry Street
This is the site of the Meeraniya Jumma Masjid.

MELBOURNE AVENUE    Bambalapitiya  C4  
Melbourne, the second largest city in Australia, has a Sri Lankan population 
of 30,000, about half of all Sri Lankans living in Australia. 

Melbourne was named after William Lamb, 2nd Viscount Melbourne 
(1779–1848), a British politician who served as Home Secretary (1830–
1834) and Prime Minister (1834 and 1835–1841) and lived in the village 
of Melbourne in Derbyshire. The village’s name means ‘mill stream’. The 
Colombo road was named after the Viscount, the city or the village.

MESSENGER STREET    Maradana C10      
New Names:  M J M Laffir Mawatha, Mill Street

The name Messenger Street comes from Masang Gas Vidiya after the ma 
sang trees  (wood apple or Java Feroniella) that grew there. The trees 
were probably brought in by the Dutch from Java.

MEWS STREET    Slave Island C2  
Mews is a British term describing a row of stables, usually with carriage 
houses below and living quarters above, built around a paved yard or 
court, or along a street, behind large city houses, such as those of London, 
during the 17th and 18th centuries. The word may also refer to the lane, 
alley or back street onto which such stables open and the trading district 
used by smiths and farriers. It is sometimes applied to rows or groups of 
garages or, more broadly, to a narrow passage or a confined place. Today 
most mews stables have been converted into dwellings, some greatly 
modernised and considered highly desirable residences. 

Mews Street in Colombo has been rather more famous recently as the 
location of shanty housing, especially after the eviction of long-term 
tenants to ‘gentrify’ the area.
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MIHINDU MAWATHA    Hulftsdorf  C12
There were five kings of Sri Lanka with this name:  Mahinda I 731-33 
(Anuradhapura), Mahinda II 781-97 (Anuradhapura), Mahinda III 802-5 
(Anuradhapura), Mahinda IV 955-72 (Anuradhapura), Mahinda V 982- 
1018 (Anuradhapura), Mahinda VI 1187 (Polonnaruwa). There was also 
Mahinda (Mihindu) Thero, the monk who brought Buddhism to Sri Lanka.

MILAGIRIYA AVENUE    Bambalapitiya C4  
The Bambalapitiya area was once known as Milagiriya, its name coming 
from milager or ‘miracle’. The Portuguese built the the church of Nossa 
Senhora dos Milagres (Our Lady of Miracles) here. 

St. Paul’s Church, on the other side of Galle Road, kept Milagiriya in its 
name.

The well next to the Portuguese church had attested miraculous properties 
which drew those who wished for healing and relief. The Anglican church 
houses the filled-up well in a small chapel on the left of the main seating 
area.

MILE POST AVENUE    Kollupitiya C3  
In many countries, Kilometre or Mile Zero is a particular location (often in 
the nation’s capital city), from which distances are traditionally measured. 
A similar notation also exists for individual roads (that is, all locations on 
the road have a number, depending on their distance from that location), 
and for individual cities (often the city’s central post office is used for this). 

In Sri Lanka, all distances from Colombo are measured from the President’s 
House. This practice began with the construction of the Colombo-Kandy 
road in 1830, which was the first modern highway in the island. Mile Post 
Avenue was obviously one mile from Mile Zero.

MILL BANK PLACE    Maradana C10     
New Name:  Sri Sugathawansa Mawatha

There were a number of mills in this area of Maradana including Ripley & 
Marshall and Volkart Bros. 

MILL STREET    Maradana C10         
Old Name:  Messenger Street 

This is the site of the old Hulftsdorp Mills (see Belmont Street and Leechman Lane).
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MODEL FARM ROAD    Borella C8    
New Name:  Ven. Pelpola Vipassi Himi Mawatha

Charles Henry de Soysa (1836-1890) donated £10,000 and 87 acres of land 
in Kanatte for a Model Farm to research farming methods and promote  
agricultural innovations.

To convince his farmers to modernize, he had residential facilities at Model 
Farm where the new techniques in agriculture and animal husbandry were 
explained and demonstrated.

To commemorate the visit of the Duke of Edinburgh he renamed it Alfred 
Model Farm. The farm had by then expanded to 160 acres. De Soysa 
imported cattle from India and Australia; geese from India and China; and 
a whole range of turkeys, guinea fowl, ducks, deer and  ornamental birds 
from all round the world — even elephants. 

MODERA LANE    Mutwal C15        
New Name:  John Rodrigo Mawatha 

See Modera Street.

MODERA STREET     Mutwal C15          
Modera is in Colombo North and is now part of Mutwal.

Mutwal at one time was a fashionable suburb and the Auditor General,       
H A Marshall, built three large residences: Rock House, Whist Bungalow 
and Modera House. Rock House was occupied by Sir William Coke, the 
Chief Justice. John Armitage (founder of Armitage Bros, a trading company) 
lived in Modera House and Whist Bungalow was eventually bought by Sir 
Richard Morgan (see Morgan Road).

MOHIDEEN MASJID ROAD    Maradana C10         
Old Name:  Piachauds Lane

This road leads to the Abu Salih Thakkiya Mosque at no. 250. The All 
Ceylon Jamiyyathul Ulama is around the corner on Orabi Pasha Road.

MOLAWATTA LANE     Grandpass C14
This could be a grove of Mola-gaha trees. The tree, however, as Clough 
points out, is ‘not ascertained.’ And I can’t ascertain it either. 
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MOOR ROAD    Wellawatte C6
This refers to the Sri Lankan Muslim community (Moors) who have 
traditionally lived and trade in this area.

MORGAN ROAD    Slave Island C2  
The first Morgan worked for the Madras government sometime in the 
middle of the 18th century. His son, Richard, having learnt Dutch in Tuticorin 
and other South Indian towns got a job as a translator following the British 
takeover of Dutch Ceylon. Richard married Behrana Lucretia Lourenz and 
his son, Richard Francis Morgan, became an eminent Sri Lankan lawyer, 
who served for a while as Chief Justice of Ceylon. 

R. F. Morgan was an Unofficial Member of the Legislative Council 
representing the Burghers (1851); a District Judge; a Queen’s Advocate, an 
appointment which he held until his death; and acting Chief Justice. 

He was the first Asian in the British Empire to receive a Knighthood and 
the first Sri Lankan to be a member of the Governor’s Executive Council. 
Morgan purchased Whist Bungalow (see Whist Passage) on which he spent 
large sums of money re-decorating and refurbishing it in lavish fineries. It 
is said that this extravagance pushed him to near bankruptcy at the time of 
his death and that his ghost has haunted the place ever since.

MOSQUE LANE    Hulftsdorf C12      
New Name:  Ghouse Mohideen Mawatha 
This is a continuation of Mosque Lane below.

MOSQUE LANE    Kotahena C13
This lane leads to the Colombo Grand Mosque.

MOSQUE LANE    Mutwal C15 
The Mutuwal Jumma Mosque is at at 74, Mutuwella Mawatha.

MOSQUE LANE    Kollupitiya C3  

The Kollupitiya Jumma mosque is close by.

MOUNT AVENUE    Mutwal      C15          
This road leads to the Mount Mary railway quarters and is opposite the 
Mount Mary Recreation Ground.
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MOUNT MARY ROAD    Maradana C10      
New Name:  J D Fernando Mawatha
See Mount Avenue.

MOUNT PLEASANT    Mutwal C15          
This is a road parallel to the old Mount Mary Avenue. It leads to the 
Muslim Burial Ground. A hill, of course, but I assume it was the view that 
was pleasant.

MUDALIGE MAWATHA    Fort C1        
Old Name:  Baillie Street  
This is another puzzle which is strange given that it is such a central street.

MUGALAN ROAD    Wellawatte C6
See Kassapa Road

MUHANDIRAM E.D. DABARE ROAD    Havelock Town C5       
Old Name:  Mahawatte Lane 

E. Victor Dabare was the SLFP 
ward member for Narahenpita 
for 30 years. He was the son of 
Muhandiram E. D. Dabare. This 
is a case of a son honouring his 
father. See also Muhandiram’s 
Road

MUHANDIRAM ROAD    Kollupitiya C3  
See Muhandiram’s Road.

MUHANDIRAM’S ROAD    Hulftsdorf C12
Muhandiram was an honorary title conferred by the administration on 
influential village gentry after which the household came to be called the 
Walauwe. The Muhandiram was a local officer below a Mudaliyar in the 
administrative hierarchy.
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MUMTAZ MAHAL ROAD    Wellawatte C6  
Mumtaz Mahal meaning ‘chosen one of the place’ was the name given to 
Shah Jehan’s third and favourite wife. When she died while giving birth to 
his fourteenth child, he was inconsolable. The mausoleum and funerary 
garden he built in her memory is the world famous Taj Mahal.

Another Mumtaz Mahal was formerly the official residence of the Speakers 
of Sri Lanka’s Parliament and is now the office of the Sanskrit and Pali 
University of Sri Lanka. This remarkable Mediterranean villa/mansion was 
built by Mohamed Ali Mohamed Hussain. Homi Billimoria designed it and 
Count De Mauny (see Maurice Place) made the elegant French furniture 
and landscaped the gardens. 

Mohamed Hussain named it after his youngest daughter. 

But this Mumtaz Mahal is along Galle Road on the sea side of Kollupitiya. 
The street in question here is on the land side of Wellawatte. Mumtaz 
Mahal has obviously become a popular name for daughters since Shah 
Jehan’s days.

MURUGAN PLACE    Wellawatte C6  
Murugan is the great six-headed god worshipped by Hindi Tamils. He is 
usually depicted as the youthful son of Shiva with his Vel, or Divine Spear, 
riding a peacock. These are symbols of his power to conquer evil and 
human suffering.

His six heads represent the six siddhis bestowed upon yogis over the 
course of their spiritual development. The main Murugan festival and 
procession is in July and the two major Murugan temples in Colombo are 
the Sammangodu Sri Kathirvelayutha Swamy Kovil temple in Pettah and 
the Sri Sivasubramaniya Swamy Temple in Slave Island.

MURUGAN STREET    Slave Island C2  
This leads to the the Sri Sivasubramaniya Swamy Temple. Subramaniya 
is another name for Murugan meaning ‘beloved of the Brahmins’.  See 
Murugan Place.
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MUTHUWELLA MAWATHA    Mutwal C15       
Old Name:  Mutwal Sreet        

Amir A Sheriff was born and raised at No. 7, Mutwal Street, Mutwal. 
Dissatisfied with the fact that his street name did not mean anything, he 
initiated a Council motion to rename it Muthuwella Mawatha (‘street by 
the sea’). He was a Proctor of the Supreme Court, an Attorney-at-Law and 
a Notary Public. He also acted as Municipal Magistrate in Colombo.

He was a member of the Colombo Municipal Council for over a decade 
from 1965, holding various Chairmanships in Law, Sanitation and Markets, 
Housing and Town Improvement.

MUTTIAH ROAD    Slave Island C2  
Dr. S. Muttiah was a member of Colombo Municipal Council (1927-37). He 
also had a park named after him in Sir James Peiris Mawatha.

MUTWAL STREET    Mutwal  C15     
New Name:  Muthuwella Mawatha  
See Zones: Mutwal     
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N
N.H.M. ABDUL CADER MAWATHA    Pettah C11
Noordeen Hajiar Muhammad Abdul Cader (1879-1938) was the younger 
brother of Noordeen Hajiar Abdul Caffoor, the jeweller (see Abdul Caffoor 
Mawatha). He was a Proctor and Notary Public and represented the 
Muslims in the Legislative Council for fifteen years (1915-30). He was a 
Colombo Municipal Councillor for thirty years (1908-1938), the President 
of the All Ceylon Muslim League, President of the Maradana Mosque 
Executive Committee for twenty five years and the Manager of Zahira 
College.

N. M. ISHAK MAWATHA    Dematagoda C9  
N.M.M. Ishak represented the Maradana Ward for the Colombo Municipal 
Council. Ishak was a pioneer Muslim trade union leader who functioned as 
the Treasurer of the Ceylon Labour Union led by A.E. Goonesinghe, a left 
wing Mayor of Colombo. 

NAGALAGAM STREET    Grandpass C14
This was a Sinhalese garrison 
which could be seen from the 
Fort in Portuguese times. During 
the Dutch period this area was 
called Nakalagam, the main Road 
was called Nakalagam Road and 
Grandpass was also called Pas 
Nakalagam or Nagalagam Tota. The 
Portuguese called this place Nacolagam, in order to differentiate it from the 
Wattala ferry. They also called it Grande Passo, which became Grandpass 
in British times. The Dutch called it various names such as Groote Pas, Pas 
Nacollegam and Pas van Goensdorp. The name may come from the Nagas, 
an ancient snake worshipping people who had kingdoms in Northern and 
Western Ceylon from the 6th century BCE to the 3rd century CE. This place 
is within the ancient Kalaniya kingdom of the Nagas, made famous by the 
Buddha’s visit when he intervened in a war between two Naga kings.
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It may also refer to the ancient worship of divine Nagas, supernatural 
beings associated with water in classical literature. There may have been a 
guard stone here for worship as people crossed on the ferry.  

NAGASWATTA ROAD    Wellawatte   C6  
Sri Lanka’s national tree the Na or Nagaha in Sinhalese, Naga in Sanskrit 
(Mesua ferrea, Ceylon ironwood, Indian Rose Chestnut) is the most likely 
candidate.

NALANDA PLACE    Maradana C10  
Nalanda was the name of an ancient Buddhist university in Bihar (India) 
about 55 miles southeast of Patna. It was a centre for Buddhist education 
from the 5th century BCE to the 12th century CE. Some of the campus 
buildings were constructed by Emperor Ashoka.

NANDANA GARDENS    Bambalapitiya C4  
Jetavana Monastery, built in the 3rd century BCE, was built in the Nandana 
Pleasure Garden in Anuradhapura. Thera Mahinda, son of Emperor 
Ashoka, preached Buddhism here for seven consecutive days. After this 
the Nandana Garden was also called ‘Jotivana’, the ‘garden of light’. 

NANDIMITRA ROAD    Wellawatte C6  
Nandhimitra was one of the ten giant warriors in Dutugemunu’s army (see 
Dutugemunu Street). He was named after his uncle, Mitta, one of Elara’s 
army generals. A skilled mahout for army elephants, he was said to have 
the strength of ten elephants. As a young child, Mitta was tied to a mill-
stone by a strap (nandhi) to stop him from wandering off, but he simply 
dragged the stone behind him and 
earned the name Nandhimitra.

NARA ROAD    Mutwal C15
The National Aquatic Resources 
Research and Development Agency 
(NARA) is a national institute 
which researches fisheries, oceans, 
aquaculture and marine biology. It is 
based at the end of this road.
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NARAHENPITA ROAD    Havelock Town C5      
New Name: Elvitigala Mawatha
Cattle-rearing and dairy products 
were introduced to Colombo by 
people from Kerala. Narahenpita 
was the area where they had a 
large herd of cattle. The name 
Narahenpita is derived from 
‘Narayan’s Patti’ (‘Narayan’s herd 
of cattle’). Narahenpita became 
the main distribution point of milk 
to the city. 

Today, this is the location of the Colombo Milk Factory which produces the 
Highland range of milk, butter, ice cream and yoghurt. See Kirimandala 
Mawatha.

NATHANIELS PLACE    Maradana C10      
New Name:  Vajirashrama Mawatha 

Nathaniel as a first name and family name are quite common in the records, 
but there is no indication which family member this road is named after.

NAWAM MAWATHA    Slave Island C2  
Navam Poya is in February and is celebrated with an annual Perahera 
managed by the Gangarama Temple, the temple of the Hair Relics of the 
Buddha. The Perahera route skirts Beira Lake and the Slave Island zone. 
Navam Mawatha is at the centre of the procession.

Navam Poya marks the day when the Buddha introduced a code of 
discipline for the monks and when Sariputta and Moggalana, two of the 
Buddha’s chief disciples, entered the Buddhist Sangha. 

NAWALA ROAD    Havelock Town C5  
Nawala, until recently, was a village on the edge of Kotte’s Diyavanna Oya 
(‘stream of victory’). It was in the centre of an area of marsh and paddy 
land. Back in the early 1400s when Kotte Fort was under construction 
it was still a jungle and the elephants which were used for the building 
work were stabled here. According to the Kotte archaeologist, Douglas 
Ranasinghe, this explains Nawala’s name: Na(ga)  is ‘elephant’ and  wala 
is ‘jungle’. 
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I have found references to naga as ‘elephant’ in the Pali Buddhist literature 
and I am now more convinced than I was.

Frederick MedIs takes this one step further and suggests that is part of an 
‘elephant corridor’ that linked Nawala, Nawinna, Padukka, Sinharaja and 
Panamure.

A simpler derivation would be from the na or ironwood tree.

NELSON LANE    Kollupitiya C3  
Horatio William Nelson (1871-1910) was a solicitor, Registrar and Proctor 
of the Supreme Court. He is related to his more famous namesake, the  
admiral who secured naval victory in the Napoleonic Wars and died at the 
Battle of Trafalgar. It is possible that either of these two could be behind 
the name of this lane.

NELSON PLACE    Wellawatte C6  
See Nelson Lane

NEW CHETTY STREET    Kotahena C13
The Chetties in this street were mostly shroffs or accountants. They were 
contrasted with the Nattukottai Chettiars from South India in Sea Street 
because they wore turbans and waistcoats. The Chettiars, who were often 
moneylenders and wholesalers, preferred to be bare-chested and to wear 
loose fitting dhoties.

NEW KELANI BRIDGE ROAD    Grandpass C14
Before the New Kelani Bridge was opened in 1956, the only way to enter 
or leave Colombo from the North was over the old Victoria Bridge. This 
bridge has now been demolished. The New Kelani Bridge will soon be the 
starting point for the 25.8 km Expressway to Katunayake.

NEW MOOR STREET    Hulftsdorf C12 
The Sri Lankan Moors trace their origins to Arab traders who settled in Sri 
Lanka between the 8th and the 15th centuries. They are the third largest 
community in Sri Lanka, representing 2m people - about 10% of the total 
population. This part of Colombo has traditionally been a Muslim area. 
Old Moor Street runs parallel to the new one. 
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NEW ROAD    Havelock Town C5
Not a particularly original name. It was obviously new when it was built 
but does not look very new now.

NEWHAM SQUARE    Kotahena C13

C. Herbert E. Newnham was the Mayor and Chairman of Colombo 
Municipal Council 1924-31 and was the Mayor at the time the current 
Town Hall was completed. 

NIMAL ROAD   Bambalapitiya C4  
Nimal is a very common Sinhala boy’s name. It means ‘pure’.

NIMALKA GARDENS    Kollupitiya C3  
Nimalka is a girl’s name with the same origin as Nimal.

NORRIS AVENUE    Borella C8
Francis Brooke Norris was the Civil Engineer and Surveyor–General of 
Ceylon (1833-50). He started on a meagre salary of £800 plus a feed 
allowance for two horses. In his period as Surveyor-General the top 
priority was to survey blocks of forest land so that they could be auctioned 
off as coffee estates. By 1845 he had sold 1,633 acres. 

He became involved in a scandal in 1849 and was held responsible for 
failing to manage the Department’s finances when a clerk was found to 
have been embezzling. He left soon after and went to India. See Norris 
Canal Road.
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NORRIS CANAL ROAD    Maradana C10  
New Name:  (part) Professor Nandadasa Kodagoda

The Norris Canal was one of the many canals that criss-crossed Colombo 
and either drained into the sea directly or through one of the lakes such 
as Beira and Bolgoda. The Norris Canal, originally built to drain off storm 
water, now carries waste water from the General Hospital area to the 
Beira Lake.

Colombo was a marsh at one time. The Dutch, who are very good at 
that sort of thing, built most of the canals in and around Colombo. 
Unfortunately, due to a combination of silting and building-up most of the 
canals have become open sewers and this one is no better than the others.

NUGAGAHWATTA ROAD    Havelock Town C5       
New Name: Lionel Edirisinghe Mawatha

The nuga or banyan tree (Ficus benghalensi) is an extraordinary tree 
which grows from seeds germinating on a host tree. The branches shoot 
roots into the ground which form new trunks to crowd out the host tree.

The nuga or banyan tree (Ficus benghalensi)
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O
OHLMUS PLACE    Borella C8 

Jan Caref Ohlmus from Hildesheim in Lower Saxony, Germany, arrived in 
Ceylon on the ship ‘Amelisvaart’ in 1760. The Ohlmus family remained 
in Sri Lanka and produced a range of proctors, surveyors, engineers and 
doctors. 

OILMAN STREET    Hulftsdorf C12
Oilman’s stores consisted of preserved food and condiments in casks, 
crates, bottles, packets and tins. Supplies included vinegar, pickles, 
sauces, anchovies, ketchup, syrups, jams, marmalade, fruits, salmon, 
sardines, salad oil, capers, mustard, confectionary, curry powder, pepper, 
mushrooms etc. Crosse & Blackwell were one of the leading suppliers in 
the colonial market. Colombo Apothecaries boasted that they only stocked 
oilman stores from ‘first class’ houses such as Crosse & Blackwell, one of 
the leading suppliers in the colonial market.

OLCOTT MAWATHA    Pettah C11

Colonel Henry Steel Olcott (1832 – 1907) was the co-founder and first 
President of the Theosophical Society. Previously he had been an American 
army officer, a lawyer and a journalist.

Olcott was the first well-known European to officially convert to Buddhism. 
He helped revive Buddhism in Sri Lanka and he is still commemorated for 
this. 

He arrived in Colombo in 1880 with Madam Helena Blavatsky. They 
both took the Five Precepts at a monastery near Galle. His The Buddhist 
Catechism (1881) brought together the main principles of Buddhism for 
educating Westerners. It is still used today.
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The Theosophical Society built several Buddhist schools in Ceylon (Ananda 
College in Colombo, Dharmaraja College in Kandy, Mahinda College in 
Galle and Maliyadeva College in Kurunegala). Olcott was also instrumental 
in the design and promotion of the multi-coloured Buddhist flag used as a 
universal flag for all Buddhist traditions.

Olcott’s statue stands in front of Colombo Fort Railway Station and his 
death anniversary is celebrated in Buddhist schools and temples around 
Sri Lanka. He worked closely with Anagarika Dharmapala and paid for 
him to attend the World Parliament of Religions in Chicago in 1893. See 
(Anagarika) Dharmapala Mawatha.

OLD BUTCHER’S STREET    Pettah C11
New Name: I. x. Pereira Mawatha
This is an occupational name for the central market street in Pettah.

OLD MOOR STREET    Hulftsdorf C12
See New Moor Street

OLD QUARRY ROAD    Wellawatte C6    
New Name: Robert Gunawardena Mawatha
The site of an old quarry or quarry processing works. 

ORABI PASHA MAWATHA    Maradana C10  

Orabi Pasha was an Egyptian nationalist leader who was exiled to Ceylon 
(1883–1901). He led a revolt against the Turkish ruler Tewfiq, who called 
on the British to protect him. The British went on to occupy Egypt for 70 
years. 

Orabi Pasha and the seven other Egyptian exiles inspired local nationalists 
and Muslims. He founded ‘Zahira College’, the first Muslim school in 
Ceylon; Ceylonese Muslims began to wear the Egyptian fez. 

1983 was Orabi Pasha Centenary Year in Sri Lanka. A permanent Museum 
was built in Kandy in the house where he lived; part of Maradana Road was 
renamed Orabi Pasha Street; and a commemorative stamp was issued. In 
return a road in Cairo was renamed Sri Lanka Street. 
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P
PAGET ROAD     Cinnamon Gardens C7
Lieutenant-General Sir Edward Paget was Governor of Ceylon from 
(February-November 1822). He relieved Sir Edward Barnes while he 
took up an army command in India. Barnes had to return following 
disagreements and the two swapped places. Of his very short period as 
Governor there is little to report.

PALITHA PLACE    Dematagoda C9  
Palitha is quite a common boy’s name. Malalasekera’s Dictionary of Pali 
Proper Names lists four examples of kings, attendants and disciples of the 
Buddha who had this name.

PALM GROVE    Kollupitiya C3  
The palm tree family (Arecaceae) is recognised by its branchless trunks 
and evergreen leaves. The tree is a symbol of victory, peace and fertility. 

PALMYRAH AVENUE    Kollupitiya C3  
The Borassus or palmyra palm is a very tall palm tree with a crown of 
fan-shaped leaves. The tree is the official emblem of Tamil Nadu and is 
particularly associated with the north of Sri Lanka. Its leaves have many 
uses from writing to thatching and weaving. See Talgahawatta Para.    

PAMANKADE LANE    Wellawatte C6  
Pamankade is an area between Wellawatte and Kirillapona. Pamankada 
Bridge links the two. Pamankada is is from palama, a small bridge or 
simply a trunk or plank placed across a stream.

PAMANKADE ROAD    Wellawatte C6  
See Pamankade Lane.

PANCHIKAWATTA ROAD    Maradana C10  
A five-way junction (Maradana Road, Panchikawatta Road, Jayantha 
Weerasekera Mawatha, Orabi Pasha Mawatha and T.B. Jayah Mawatha).
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PANSALA ROAD    Grandpass C14    
New Name:  Paramananda Vihara Mawatha        

Pansala is another name for a Buddhist temple, more commonly called 
vihara or aramaya. In this case it refers to the Paramananda Vihara.

PARADISE PLACE    Hulftsdorf C12      
New Name:  Sri Bodhiraja Pedesa 

This was a famous leisure spot in Dutch times. Picnics were organised and 
holiday-makers relaxed here by bathing in the canals. You couldn’t imagine 
that now. In the middle of this was the ‘hangout’ for dhobies, the urban 
laundry zone.

PARAKRAMA ROAD     Grandpass C14
Parakramabahu I (1153-86) built 
the huge Parakrama Samudra 
(Sea of Parakrama) reservoir in 
Polonnaruwa. It covered an area of 23 
km² and was built with 10 ton blocks 
of stone. This was a remarkable feat 
of ancient engineering.

Parakrama & Co, established in 1925, was a modern engineering venture 
installing industrial buildings, factories, mills, aerial ropeways and hydro-
electric plants. They also built domestic bungalows and imported a full 
range of engineering hardware. This company was located in Skinner’s 
Road South; close by but maybe not close enough to merit a street-naming.

PARAMANANDA VIHARA MAWATHA    Grandpass C14    
Old Name:  Pansala Road

The site of the Paramananda Vihara temple founded in 1806 by the 
Ven. Panadure Dhammananda Nayaka Thera. The Ven. Hikkaduwe 
Sri Sumangala Nayaka Thera was a resident here before he set up the 
Vidyodaya Pirivena. See Sri Sumangala Road.

PARK AVENUE    Borella C8
This leads to Campbell Park, named after a Chief of Police. See Campbell 
Avenue.
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PARK CIRCUS    Havelock Town C5  
See Park Road.

PARK DRIVE    Havelock Town C5  
See Park Road.

PARK GARDEN Havelock Town C5  
See Park Road.

PARK LANE    Havelock Town C5  
See Park Road.

PARK PLACE    Havelock Town C5 
See Park Road.

PARK ROAD    Havelock Town C5  
This leads to the recreation park which is home to Pedris Park (see Pedris 
Road), the Burgher Recreation Club, Havelock Grounds, the Colts Cricket 
Club and the Children’s Playground.

PARK STREET    Slave Island C2  
This street leads to the Viharamahadevi Park, formerly Victoria Park. The 
Park was named after the mother of King Dutugemunu. See Dutugemunu 
Street.

PARK TERRACE    Havelock Town C5  
See Park Road.

PARK WAY    Havelock Town   C5  
See Park Road.

PARSONS ROAD    Mutwal C15          
New Name:  Sir Chittampalam Gardiner Mawatha

Gother Mann Parsons was a roads surveyor. He had been in the Pioneer 
Corps under Sir Edward Barnes and became Chief Assistant to F.B. Norris in 
the Civil Engineer and Surveyor-General’s Department, and was dismissed 
(with Norris) under Sir George Anderson for allowing the head clerk to 
embezzle money. Following an appeal he was pardoned and later became 
a Commissioner of the Loan Board from 1856. He retired in 1864 and died 
in 1872. See Norris Avenue.
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PASBETAL ROAD    Mutwal C15          
New Name: Sri Wickrema Mawatha

‘Pasbetal’ comes from the village name Wattala, ‘Pas Wattala’ or ‘Wattala 
Pass’. This has been corrupted to ‘Pas Betel’.  This was one of the ferries 
across the Kelani.

PATHIBA ROAD    Havelock Town C5 

Pathiba or Pratibha is a girl’s name meaning ‘light’ or ‘intelligence’. 

PEDRIS LANE    Kollupitiya C3      
Old Name:  Thirtieth Lane Bambalapitiya         
See Pedris Road

PEDRIS ROAD    Kollupitiya C3  
D.D. Pedris lived close by at Vimal Villa, Alfred Place. He was a successful 
and very rich businessman. His businesses included the mining, processing, 
sale and export of plumbago, and drapery and outfitting stores. His son, 
E.H. Pedris, was wrongfully executed following the 1915 disturbances. A 
Court inquiry that followed found Pedris not guilty and his family name 
cleared. His body was buried in an unmarked grave and it was not until 
1987 that his grave was unearthed and his remains were reburied with 
military honours. The military authorities at the time wanted the execution 
to serve as an example to others (they even displayed the bloodstained 
execution chair to other prisoners as a warning). But it backfired. Instead, 
his execution stimulated the Independence movement and his martyrdom 
served as an inspiration to its leaders.

PEER SAIBO STREET    Hulftsdorf C12
Abram Saibo & Co. are listed in 
Ferguson’s as General Merchants, 
Importers and Exporters, Rice 
Dealers, Seedsmen, Tanners 
and Forwarding Agents. Peer 
Mohammed Saibo is listed as a 
Partner.
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PEIRIS MAWATHA    Mutwal C15        
Old Name:  Kongaha Place

The Peiris or Pieris name is very common. Louis H S Pieris, a wealthy 
businessman, owned the nearby Whist Bungalow as well as Karlsruhe. See 
Whist Passage and Karlshrue Gardens.

PELANGASTUDUWA PATH    Borella C8 
The Pelan or Hurukandu (Kurrimia Zeylanica) is a tropical evergreen tree 
unique to Sri Lanka. 

(VEN.) PELPOLA VIPASSI HIMI MAWATHA    Borella C8    
Old Name:  Model Farm Road

Despite some initial protests the road name was changed in March 
1999. Ven. Pelpola Vipassi Himi was a local monk with powerful political 
backing and, after visits to Japan, substantial support from Japanese 
philanthropists. He donated large sums of money through the Pelpola 
Vipassi Foundation. 

Sponsored projects included temple-building, the Vijaya Memorial Hospital 
in Seeduwa, wheelchairs for the disabled, drinking water and sanitation 
works in Hambantota and a free Nursery in the Japan-Sri Lanka Friendship 
Temple. He donated Rs. 30m for the Golden Canopy (Ran Viyana) for the 
Sri Dalada Maligawa (Sacred Tooth Relic Temple).

PENNYQUICK ROAD    Wellawatte C6  
C.E.D. Pennyquick, a former judge, was the Mayor of Colombo (1892-3 
[Acting] and 1893-5). He was also the Colonial Treasurer. He objected to 
to the ‘objectionable’ practice of drowning stray dogs in Beira Lake and 
introduced the more ‘humane’ gas chamber instead.

PENTREVE GARDENS    Kollupitiya C3
Pentreve automatically conjures up the idea of a place in Cornwall or a 
Cornish family name. But nothing has emerged so far and no connection 
with Colombo.

PEPIN LANE    Bambalapitiya C4  
There were two restaurants serving liquor in Bambalapitiya fifty years ago; 
one was the ‘Foreign Liquor Restaurant’, the other the ‘Pepin Restaurant’.  
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The Pepin Restaurant was run by Pepin Silva. 
How he got this name I’m not sure, because 
Pepin le Bref was a dwarf King of the Franks 
(752–68) in medieval Europe. My informant, 
a descendant of Pepin Silva, is not sure 
either.

PERAHERA MAWATHA    Slave Island C2  
This is on the route of the Colombo Navam Peraherara which features 
100 decorated elephants, 1000 dancers, percussion bands, conch shell 
blowers, stilt-walkers, flautists and drummers. The Perahera takes place 
around the Gangaramaya Temple between Beira Lake and Viharamahadevi 
Park. See also Navam Mawatha.

PERAKUMBA PLACE    Wellawatte C6  
The Royal Palace of King Parakumba (1153-1186) in Polonnaruwa was a 
seven storey building, of which three remain standing. According to the 
Mahavamsa, it took seven years and seven months to build and had 1000 
rooms, of which 55 can still be seen today.

PEREIRA LANE    Wellawatte C6
George Eustace Pereira was a station master for the Ceylon Government 
Railway. Pereira Lane is named after him. He was the father of the 
rather more famous Professor E.O. Eustace Pereira (1907–1988) who 
was a Sri Lankan Engineer and Academic. He was the Vice Chancellor of 
the University of Ceylon and the Founder of the Faculty of Engineering, 
University of Ceylon. He is often referred to as the ’father of modern 
engineering education in Sri Lanka’.

PERERA PLACE     Kotahena C13
Charles Perera (Seneviratne Goonatilleke) was a Proctor, Notary Public, 
a Colombo Municipal Council member (1884-1907) and a Magistrate. 
Arnold Wright’s Twentieth Century Impressions describes him as having 
one of the finest bungalows in Colombo with the most modern ventilation 
and lighting including ‘a special cool-air chamber for purifying the air and 
manufacturing ozone’. Moreover, ‘few of the citizens in Colombo are more 
popular, more progressive in ideas or more in touch with the masses than 
Charles Perera.’
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PERTH ROAD    Dematagoda   C9     
New Name: Sri Mahinda Dharma Mawatha

This is undoubtedly named after the city in Scotland and is another 
example of a firm East Scottish connection with Sri Lanka.

PETERSON LANE    Wellawatte C6
There are two Petersons who seem to be worth a mention here. E.H. 
Peterson compiled the 1870 Peterson’s Ceylon Almanac. It is 512 pages 
and was printed at his Phoenix Works in Chatham Street. P R C Peterson 
was the author of Great Days: Memoirs of a Ceylon Government Medical 
Officer of 1918.

PHILIP GUNAWARDENA  AVENUE    Cinnamon Gardens C7     
Old Name:  Reid Avenue 

Don Philip Rupasinghe Gunawardena (1901–1972) introduced left wing 
socialism to Sri Lanka. He is sometimes called the ‘Father of Socialism’ or 
the ‘Lion of Boralugoda’. 

Following a period in the U.S. studying Economics, he returned to Sri Lanka 
in 1932 eager to organise peasants and workers. He co-founded the Lanka 
Sama Samaja Party (LSSP) in 1935 and in 1936 he was elected to the State 
Council.

When World War II broke out he was arrested but managed to escape 
to India and continued the independence struggle from there. He was 
arrested again and spent  the rest of the war in prison.

In the 1947 General Election he was elected to represent Avissawella, but 
was expelled following his activities during the General Strike in 1947.

In 1956 he joined the Mahajana Eksath Peramuna (MEP, Peoples’ 
United Front) under SWRD Bandaranaike and was appointed Minister 
of Agriculture, Food, & Co-operatives. He nationalised ports and buses, 
started the Multipurpose Co-operatives movement and set up the 
People’s Bank. Later, he was the Minister of Industries and Fisheries in 
Dudley Senanayake’s government (1965-70) where he set up the Industrial 
Development Board.
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PIACHAUDS PASSAGE    Maradana C10
New Name:  Mohideen Masjid Lane

Major Francois Piachaud served in the Meuron Regiment which was 
established in Switzerland in 1781 by Colonel Charles-Daniel de Meuron. 
The Regiment served the Dutch East India Company until they were 
persuded to switch allegiance to the British. 

The Dutch were particularly dependent on this force of 1,200 men for the 
defence of Ceylon and when the news of the capitulation to the British 
was delivered to the Commander in a letter hidden in a Dutch cheese, the 
Dutch had to concede defeat. When the British finally invaded Colombo 
they found the gates to the Fort had been left open for them. 

Piauchaud died in Seringapatnam in India in the service of the British Army, 
leaving behind a wife and three children and a small dynasty of Piauchauds 
who then intermarried and became part of the Burgher community.

PIACHAUDS LANE    Maradana C10        
New Name:  Mohideen Masjid  Road      
See Piachaud’s Passage.

PICKERING’S ROAD    Kotahena C13
Apart from the mention of an officer in the Surveyor-General’s Department, 
this a bit of a mystery.

PINTO PLACE    Wellawatte C6
Old Name:  Hampden Place
John Baptista Manuel Joseph Pinto arrived in Ceylon at the end of the 
19th century from Goa. At first he was a weaving master and manager at 
Darley, Butler’s Wellawatte Spinning and Weaving Mills. He later set up 
two companies: one was a tobacconist, the leading retailer in Colombo; 
the second was J.B. Pinto & Sons, the pharmacists.

The Pinto dynasty have pursued careers in education, medicine, academia 
and journalism.

SRI PRIYADARSANA MAWATHA    Maradana C10            
Old Name:  Lockgate Lane

This is the site of the Sri Priyadarshanaramaya temple. Priya is ‘dear’ or 
‘beloved’; darshan is ‘sight’ or ‘presence’.
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PIYADASA SIRISENA MAWATHA    Maradana C10 
Old Name:  Stanley Place

Piyadasa Sirisena was a nationalist Sinhala novelist and newspaper 
editor. He started work at the journal Sithumina in 1895 and then set 
up his own weekly newspaper Sinhala Jatiya in 1903. The newspaper 
tackled nationalist issues and concerns and it supported the temperance 
movement which began in 1912 and was a training ground for nationalist 
politicians and Buddhist revivalists. Like many other nationalist leaders he 
was imprisoned following the 1915 riots. 

The Sinhala Jatiya was a popular Sinhala newspaper and was still being 
published as a weekly right until his death in 1946. In addition to his 
journalism he managed to write and publish 18 popular novels.

POLHENGODA GARDENS    Havelock Town C5
In Sinhala pol is ‘coconut’, hen/chena is ‘farming’ and goda is ‘village’. This 
was obviously a small coconut plantation.

POLHENGODA ROAD    Havelock Town C5 
New Name: Vijaya Kumaranatunga Mawatha
See Polhengoda Gardens.

POLHENGODA TERRACE    Havelock Town C5
See Polhengoda Gardens.

POLICE LANE     Slave Island C2  
Kew Road was the site (and still is) of a police barracks.

POLICE PARK AVENUE    Havelock Town C5
Sir Herbert Layard Dowbiggin (1880–1966) was the Inspector General of 
Police (1913-1937). He was called the ‘Father of Colonial Police’.

He modernised the Force by introducing new techniques of investigation, such 
as fingerprinting and photography, and improving Police telecommunications 
and transport. The analysis of crime reports became more systematic. He 
purchased the land on Havelock Road for the Police HQ and Park, where the 
playing fields are.

POLICE PARK TERRACE    Havelock Town C5
See Police Park Avenue.
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POORWARAMA MAWATHA    Wellawatte C6         
Old Name:  Kirillapone Nugegoda Road 

This is the site of the Sri Poorwaramaya Temple. If this is derived from the 
Sanskit or Pali pur it would mean the ‘town’ temple.

PORT ACCESS ROAD    Grandpass C14
A main road leading to the harbour.

PRADEEPA MAWATHA    Maradana C10 
Pradeep is a common Buddhist and Hindu boy’s name meaning ‘light’. 

PRAGATHI MAWATHA    Grandpass C14
Pragathi is a girl’s name meaning ‘progress’.

PRICE PLACE    Hulftsdorf C12
Price Park was named after F.H. Price, a former mayor of Colombo 
Municipal Council (1895-7) and Assistant Government Agent of Kegalle. 
The Park is now known as A.E. Goonesinghe Park, but the road’s name has 
remained unchanged.

PRINCE OF WALES AVENUE    Grandpass C14
New Name: Sirimavo Bandaranaike Mawatha
Old Name:  Mansergh Avenue

The Prince of Wales, Albert Edward, left England on a royal visit to India 
in 1875. His advisors did not think Ceylon was worth a visit and, when the 
Prince first suggested he wanted to see the islands, a map was produced 
for the him on which Ceylon did not appear. The visit to Ceylon only took 
place because of Prince Edward’s own insistence that he get the chance 
to visit the islands. 

His personal secretary, William Howard Russell, describes a welcome party 
of: ‘native boats draped with bright-coloured streamers and banners; 
garlanded with flowers and wreaths of coconut-leaves; and crowded with 
spectators and bands of native musicians’. 

In seven days he managed to fit in the Kandy Perahera, a private exhibition 
of the Tooth Relic, the Peradeniya botanical gardens and a spot of elephant 
hunting. He also managed to inaugurate this road which was previously 
called Mansergh Avenue, named after the engineer responsible for the 
Colombo drainage scheme. Twenty-five years later, following the death of 
Queen Victoria in 1901, he ascended the British throne to become King 
Edward VII. But his reign only lasted ten years; he died in 1911.
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PRINCE STREET    Pettah C11
Prince Street was named by the Dutch in honour of the King of Kandy, King 
Rajasinghe

PRINCESS GATE    Hulftsdorf C12
Presumably this was named after Princess Alexandra (see Alexandra Place) 
who was left behind when the Prince of Wales, Albert Edward, went on his 
tour of India and Ceylon in 1875 (see Prince of Wales Avenue).

PROFESSOR NANDADASA KODAGODA MAWATHA    
Hulftsdorf C12
Old Name:  (part) Norris Canal Road

Professor Nandadasa Kodagoda (1929-1997) was the Vice Chancellor of 
the University of Colombo.
He graduated as a doctor in 
1956 and worked at government 
hospitals in Galle, Colombo, & 
Karawanella. In 1958, he became 
a lecturer at Colombo Medical 
School and later became Professor 
of Forensic Medicine of the 
University of Colombo and Dean 
of the Medical College before 
being appointed Vice Chancellor 
of Colombo University.

This road houses the Medical College, the Postgraduate Institute of 
Medicine and the National Hospital.

PURANAVIHARA ROAD    Wellawatte C6   
Site of the Balapokuna Purana Viharaya temple. 

PUVILINGAM PLACE     Borella C8
If the name was spelt Poovalingam it would be a quite common Hindu 
name which is an epithet of Shiva.
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Q
QURASHANI MOULANA LANE    Dematagoda C9      
Old  Name:  Floors Lane

This is clearly a Muslim name, but although the Dematagoda Muhiyideen 
Jumma Masjid is in the next street there are so far no clues to the origin 
of this street name.

QUARRY LANE    Kotahena C13
The site of an old quarry or quarry processing works.

QUARRY ROAD    Hulftsdorf C12
See Quarry Lane.

QUARRY ROAD    Wellawatte C6  
See Quarry Lane.

QUARRY ROAD    Wellawatte C6  
See Quarry Lane.

QUEENS AVENUE    Kollupitiya C3  
See Queen’s Road.

QUEENS ROAD    Kollupitiya C3 
College House in Cumaratunga Munidasa Mawatha (Thurstan Road) was 
the home of T. H. Arthur de Soysa. It was formerly known as ‘Regina 
Walauwa’, named after his wife, Regina Perera, who he married in 1899. 
The building was completed in 1912 but Regina died before she could see 
it. The family had to sell the property to the government in 1920 after 
going bankrupt. At one time Arthur de Soysa was a very rich man. He had 
inherited a fortune from his father Charles Henry de Soysa, the richest 
man in 19th century Ceylon, and owned 2000 acres of coconut plantations 
alone. 

The University College was formally opened in January 1921. The British 
translated the name Regina to ‘Queen’ and used it as the name for the 
adjacent street. The House is now part of Colombo University. See Arthur’s 
Place.
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QUEEN STREET    Pettah C11    
New Name: Janadhipathi Mawatha

Old Name: King’s Street

This street has changed its name three times: from King’s Street, then 
to Queen Street and now it is called Janadhipathi Mawatha (President’s 
Avenue).

The Dutch Colonial rulers built Government House and the last Dutch 
Governor in Ceylon, Van Angelbeck, lived in it and continued to do so even 
after the British takeover.

In 1804 the building was occupied by Major General Hay Macdowall, who 
commanded the British Troops. Sir Thomas Maitland was the first British 
Governor to occupy the building, and, thereafter, it became the property 
of the Government and the city residence of the Governor. It was also the 
meeting place of the Executive Council of the Government.

The old house was demolished and a new building was constructed and 
completed in 1856 which was then referred to as ‘Queen’s House’. 

In 1972, when Ceylon resumed her ancient title of Sri Lanka, the 
name of the ancient mansion was changed from ‘Queen’s House’ to 
‘President’s House’ (although the current President lives at Temple Trees). 

QUEENS TERRACE     Kollupitiya C3  
See Queens Road.
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R
R. A. DE MEL MAWATHA    Bambalapitiya C4      
Old Name:  Duplication Road

R.A. de Mel was the Deputy Mayor (1943) and the Mayor of Colombo 
(1944-6). He served as a Municipal Councillor from 1941 to 1954.

RACECOURSE AVENUE    Cinnamon Gardens C7       
New Name:  Rajakeeya Mawatha

The Colombo Racecourse opened for horse racing in 1893. At the time it 
was one of the largest and best equipped racecourses in Asia. Its electric 
totalisator board, introduced in 1922, used cutting edge technology.  
Today the buildings and the extensive grounds of the racecourse are part 
of the University of Colombo and also houses the Department of National 
Archives.

RAILWAY AVENUE    Wellawatte C6 
This leads to and crosses the railway line parallel to Kirillapone Road near 
Nugegoda railway staion.

RAJAGURU SRI SUBUTHI ROAD    Wellawatte C6 
Although Subhuthi was a disciple of the Buddha, his presence is much 
stronger in Mahayana Buddhism, for example in the Diamond Sutra. It 
is more likely that this road was named after a prominent monk such as 
Venerable Rajaguru Waskaduwa Sri Subuthi Maha Nayaka Thero.
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RAJAKEEYA MAWATHA    Cinnamon Gardens C7     
Old Name:  Racecourse Avenue

Rajakeeya Mawatha (Royal Street) is the site of Royal College, which 
borders it on the southern side. Royal College was founded in 1835 by 
Robert Wilmot Horton, the Governor of Ceylon at that time (see Horton 
Place). Its school motto is Disce aut discede, ‘(either) learn or leave.’

RAJAMALWATTA MAWATHA    Mutwal C15    
This is a bit of a puzzle. Raj is a ‘king’, mal is ‘market’ and watte is ‘land’ 
or ‘garden’. This may have a similar derivation to Malawatta Lane. See 
Rajawatte Terrace.

RAJANAYAKE (MAWATHA) PLACE    Havelock Town C5
It’s a common enough surname, but no clues yet.

RAJASINGHE ROAD    Wellawatte C6  
There are a number of ‘lion’ kings with this name: Rajasinghe I who ruled 
the kingdom of Sitavaka (1581-93) and fought bloody battles to oust 
the Portuguese; Rajajasinghe II (1635-87) who continued the campaigns 
against the Portuguese and eventually allied with the Dutch to expel them 
once and for all; Sri Vijaya Raja Singha (1739-47) who came from a line of 
South Indian kings and founded the Nayakkar dynasty in Kandy; Kirti Sri 
Raja Singha (1747-82) who succeeded his brother-in-law; Sri Rajadhi Raja 
Singha (1782-98); and Sri Vikrama Raja Singha (1798-1815), the last king 
of Kandy.

RAJAWATTE TERRACE    Wellawatte C6 
Raj is a ‘king’ and watte is ‘land’ or ‘garden’. The land in question was given 
to Lloyd Evan Siebel by his brother, Percival Dick Siebel. Lloyd used it for 
growing fruit trees and building houses for his family. See Siebel Avenue 
and Flower Road.

RAMAKRISHNA AVENUE    Wellawatte C6  
Ramakrishna Paramhansa (1836 –1886) was a famous Bengali mystic 
and devotee of the goddess Kali. Famous for his trances and episodes of 
spiritual ecstasy he attracted a range of disciples which led to the formation 
of the Ramakrishna Mission. His chief disciple was Swami Vivekananda 

who he sent to the World Parliament of Religions in Chicago in 1893. 
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Ramakrishna’s disciples and devotees believe he was an Avatar or 
incarnation of God. The Ramakrishna Mission is a philanthropic, volunteer 
organization founded by Swami Vivekananda in 1897. The Mission works 
in health care, disaster relief, rural management, tribal welfare, education 
and culture. It uses the combined efforts of thousands of monks and lay 
disciples. The Mission is based in Ramakrishna Road.  

RAMAKRISHNA GARDENS    Wellawatte C6
See Ramakrishna Avenue.

RAMAKRISHNA ROAD    Wellawatte C6 
See Ramakrishna Avenue.

RAMAKRISHNA TERRACE    Wellawatte C6  
See Ramakrishna Avenue.

RAMSAY ROAD    Slave Island C2   
New Name:  Vithanage Mawatha

H.A.J. Hulugalle is convinced this is a corruption of Ramaswamy. I agree. 
There are many Ramsamy merchants listed in old catalogues and it only 
needs one more letter to be dropped to become Ramsay.

RAMSGATE    Wellawatte C6  
This could easily be named after Ramsgate, the seaside town in Kent. But 
the surprising thing is that there is no accompanying ‘road’ or ‘street’ 
implying that it may well have been a ram’s gate. 

RAMYA ROAD    Bambalapitiya C4  
Ramya is another girl’s name which in the original Sanskrit means 
‘delightful’ or ‘beautiful’.

RAMYAWEERA MAWATHA    Borella C8
This can be a surname but as yet no family or person to go with it.

RANDOLI LANE    Havelock Town C5
There are three types of palanquin: (1) the ‘randoli’ for carrying ornaments 
of the gods; (2) the ‘ ‘pallakkiya’ for monks; (3) the ‘dolawa’ for queens. The 
Randoli Perahera in Kandy begins after five nights of the Kumbal Perahera. 
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Randoli refers to palanquins on which the Queens of the ruling Kings 
traditionally traveled. There are four palanquins in the Randoli perahera 
formerly used by royalty as litters. They are richly embroidered couches 
boxed in with curtains and attached to long poles which act as supports for 
the bearers who carry them on their shoulders. The significance of their 
presence in the Randoli perahera is that the gods of the four shrines are 
supposed to ride in the palanquins as they are carried in the procession. 

RANSIVI LANE    Bambalapitiya C4
A portable structure (catafalque) in which a bier is carried in procession to 
the pyre is called ran-sivige in Sinhala. It is often shaped like a house. Ran 
is ‘gold’ and sivigeya is a ‘palanquin’.

RASAVALLI LANE    Wellawatte C6 
Purple Yam is a species of yam with pigments that give it a bright lavender 
color. It is also known by the names ‘water yam’ and ‘winged yam.’ In Tamil 
it is known as the ‘Rasa Valli Kilangu’. Purple yam is used in a variety of 
desserts, as well as a flavor for ice cream, milk, biscuits, cakes and pastries.

RATNAJOTHI SARAVANAMUTTU MAWATHA    Kotahena   C13    
Old Name:  Wolfendhal Street

Dr. R. Saravannamuttu, a popular GP in the area and a Council member for 
St. Paul’s, won the Colombo North seat in the 1931 State Council elections. 
He was a Colombo Tamil contesting a seat with a clear Sinhala majority. It 
was his own personal support that enabled him to win the seat. However, 
a dubious election petition alleging bribery forced him to resign. His 
wife, Neysum, then stood and won the seat with an even larger majority, 
winning the seat again at the general election in 1936. Ratnajothi went on 
to become the Mayor of Colombo in 1937. 

Three Saravanamuttu brothers were elected members of the Colombo 
Municipal Council: Ratnajothi 1937- 46; Proctor N. Saravanamuttu 1937- 
43; and Lt. Col. S. Saravanamuttu 1937- 46. 

Dr. Ratnajoti Saravanamuttu was the first elected Mayor of the Municipal 
Council and again led the Council 1941- 42. He was knighted for his services 
to Colombo, particularly during the Japanese bombing of Colombo in 
1942.
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RATNAM ROAD    Kotahena C13
This may have been named after Dr. E.V. Ratnam, a member of Colombo 
Municipal Council for 23 years (1912-35). He was a doctor with a private 
practice including hospitals and dispensaries in Maradana and Pettah. 

RAWATTA LANE    Mutwal C15          
This could refer to a tree or plant given the watta which is Sinhala for 
‘garden’.

RAYMOND ROAD    Wellawatte C6    
Jacob Raymond, from Geneva, arrived before the British. It is not clear 
whether he was serving with the de Meuron Regiment (see Piachauds 
Passage). He married in 1800 and had five children. This started a small 
dynasty which intermarried with Dutch Burgher families.

RAZEENDALE GARDENS    Bambalapitiya C4 
Razeendale Gardens is a small road on a short cut leading to Muslim Ladies’ 
College. Razeena Abdul Rahman, sister of Sir Razik Fareed (see Fareed 
Place) lived there with her family. She was the first woman Muslim to be a 
Justice of the Peace and she was appointed by the British Government just 
before Independence in 1948. Her husband, Ghouse Mohideen, served on 
the Committee of Management of the Colombo Grand Mosque.

RECLAMATION ROAD    Pettah C11    
New Name:  N H M Abdul Cader Road

This is a stretch of road between Pettah and the port. Presumably it was 
reclaimed from the sea at some point.

REID AVENUE    Cinnamon Gardens C7    
New Name:  Philip Gunawardena  Avenue

T. Reid was the Chairman of Colombo Municipal Council 1919-24. He laid 
the foundation stone for the new Town Hall in 1924. The building was 
completed in 1927.

RESERVOIR ROAD    Dematagoda C9  
This road leads to the Maligakanda reservoir and the Waterworks 
Department.
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RETREAT ROAD    Bambalapitiya C4 
The Holy Family Convent was established in 1903 in Lauries Road and 
moved here in 1908.

RHEINLAND PLACE    Kollupitiya C3  
Edwin Lionel Frederick de Soysa built this house in 1905. A German 
businessman lived there after that and that is how it got this name.

RIDGEWAY PLACE    Bambalapitiya C4  
Sir Joseph West Ridgeway was the Governor of Ceylon (1895-1903). He 
was a keen golfer and opened a golf course on Alfred Model Farm land. 
The course was originally called Ridgeways and was re-named Royal 
Colombo Golf Club in 1896.

He approved the railway extension to Kurunegala, Anuradhapura and 
Jaffna and a Graving Dock at Colombo Harbour. He could out-do Governor 
Longden’s first rickshaw because the first motor car arrived in 1902 and he 
trumped Governor Havelock by changing the name of the Lady Havelock 
Hospital for Women and Children (founded in 1895) to the Lady Ridgeway 
Hospital for Children in 1910. It is known by this name today. 

His name was also preserved for posterity by the fact that the future Prime 
Minister of Sri Lanka, Solomon West Ridgeway Dias Bandaranaike, was 
named after him by his father, Sir Solomon Dias Bandaranike, the Maha 
Mudaliyar to the Governor.  See Srimath Bandaranaike Mawatha.

RIFLE STREET    Slave Island C2     
Old Name:  Justice Akbar Mawatha  

The Ceylon Rifle Regiment was founded in 1795 when five companies of 
Malay soldiers were transferred from Dutch service. The regiment fought 
for the British in the Kandyan Wars and the Uva Revolt of 1818. They were 
last used in 1848 and the company was disbanded in 1873. The Regiment 
was based on this street. 

The officers’ mess is now part of the Sri Lanka Air Force headquarters 
and the company  barracks is now the National Defence Services’ School, 
Colombo.
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ROBERT GUNAWARDENA MAWATHA    Wellawatte C6       
Old Name:  Old Quarry Road

Robert was the brother of Philip Gunawardena (see Philip Gunawardena 
Mawatha). He was one of the founding members of the Trotskyite LSSP 
in 1935. With N.M.Perera, Colvin R. de Silva and Leslie Gunawardena he 
organised the Suriya Mal Movement which had been formed to assist 
the poor during the Malaria epidemic in 1934-5. Robert Gunawardena 
organised the jailbreak in 1942 which allowed the LSSP-ers to escape to 
India.

ROCK HOUSE LANE    Mutwal C15 
The Auditor General, Henry Augustus Marshall, built three large 
residences: Rock House, Whist Bungalow and Modera House. Rock House 
was occupied by Sir William Coke, the Chief Justice (1808-18) and later by 
Sir Samuel Grenier, the first Municipal Council Secretary (1865-75).  

RODNEY STREET    Borella C8
John Rodney was the Colonial Treasurer 1804-6 and the British Colonial 
Secretary of Ceylon 1806-33. He married three times and had eighteen 
children.

RODRIGO PLACE    Mutwal C15     
Sir Philip Rodrigo, Kt., O.B.E was a Senator of Ceylon’s Upper House and 
Gate Mudaliyar. He lived in Mattakkuliya.     

ROHINI ROAD    Wellawatte C6
Rohini is a nakshatra or lunar house in Indian astrology, particularly 
associated with Krishna. Those born in the star Rohini are ‘magnetic, 
handsome or beautiful’, ‘good speakers and poets’. This is the finest 
constellation for women; women born in this nakshatra have ’round faces, 
delicate bodies and are dutiful to their loved ones’. It is a popular girl’s 
name.

ROSMEAD AVENUE    Cinnamon Gardens C7
Sir Hercules Robinson was the British Governor of Ceylon 1865-72. His 
family was from Rosmead in the County of Westmeath in Ireland. When 
he was given a title in 1896 he became Baron Rosmead and the street 
shared the same honour. 
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Under his governorship Municipal Councils were established in Colombo, 
Kandy and Galle and the first elections for Colombo Municipal Council 
were held in 1866. Gas lighting was introduced in 1869 (see Gasworks 
Street), the same year a decimal rupee/cent currency was brought in and 
the Fort walls were demolished.

During his Governorship there were serious rice and food shortages, 
resulting in outbreaks of looting. In an infamous statement he justified 
immigration for plantations and rail construction, explaining the food 
shortage in a way that denigrated the local population: ‘The wants of 
the native population of the Island are few, are easily supplied by a day’s 
work in their own gardens or paddy fields. Their philosophy, their love of 
ease and indolence…render them perfectly content with what they already 
possess, and it is therefore futile  to expect that they could ever be brought 
to supply with food an immigrant population whose presence is mainly 
rendered necessary through their own apathy.’

ROSMEAD PLACE    Cinnamon Gardens C7    
New Name:   Arcadia Gardens
See Rosmead Avenue.

ROTHERFIELD PLACE    Cinnamon Gardens C7
Rotherfield is a village in East Sussex, England. 

ROTUNDA GARDENS    Kollupitiya C3  
Rotunda was the home of Rev. Canon Samuel William Dias Bandaranaike. 
A rotunda is a round or circular building, usually with a dome.

ROxY GARDENS    Wellawatte C6    
This is the site of the Roxy cinema.

RUDDES LANE    Maradana C10      
New Name:   Vinayalankara Mawatha

The Rudd family had very early connections with Ceylon. William Rudd, an 
engineer, landed in Ceylon in 1830 and was put in charge of steam-driven 
machinery for producing coconut oil for local and export markets. In the 
first year 30,000 gallons were exported to England.
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He later took up coffee planting and on his death in 1877, his son 
R. P. Rudd took over. An uncle of William, Henry, had a carriage 
building company in Colombo and his son, also Henry, was a planter. 
The Rudd Bros were the owners of the Ibanwala Mills.

RUDRA MAWATHA    Wellawatte C6 
T. Rudra was the Deputy Mayor of the 
Colombo Municipal Council (1948 and 
1954-5) and Mayor (1953-4). He was also a 
President of the Wrestling Federation of Sri 
Lanka and Chairman of the YMCA Physical 
Department.

RUHUNUKALA MAWATHA    Borella C8    
Old Name:  Blake Road 

There are three main styles of Sri Lankan classical dance:
•	 the Kandyan dances of the Hill Country, known as Uda Rata 

Natum;
•	 the low country dances of the southern plains, known as Ruhunu 

or  Pahatha Rata Natum;
•	 the Sabaragamuwa dances or Sabaragamuwa Natum.

The main distinguishing feature of Ruhunu dancing is that Ruhunu dancers 
wear masks.

The Ruhunukala Centre is based in this street.

RUWAN MAWATHA    Havelock Town C5  
The name Ruwan is Sinhalese, meaning ‘pearl’ of Buddhism and signifying 
the precious virtues of the Triple Gem: Buddha, Dharma and Sangha.
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S
S.D. FERNANDO MAWATHA    Mutwal C15      
Old Name:  Vine Street (North)

Dr S.D. Fernando was a member of the Colombo Municipal Council (1937-40).

SABHA LANE    Havelock Town C5  
Sabha means ‘assembly’ but it is not clear who or what was assembling 
here.

SAGARA ROAD    Bambalapitiya C4  
Malalasekara’s Dictionary of Pali Proper Names points out a few 
possibilities: a personal attendant of Sumedha Buddha; a disciple of 
Atthadassi Buddha; a king mentioned in the Bhuridatta Jataka; a king 
of the line of Mahasammata; one of the eminent monks present at the 
Foundation Ceremony of the Maha Thupa. 

SAKVITI LANE    Havelock Town C5 
‘King of kings’ from the Sanskrit chakra-vartin meaning he ‘whose wheels 
are moving’ (without obstruction). In general, the term applies to temporal 
as well as spiritual kingship and leadership, particularly in Buddhism. The 
cakravartin in Buddhism came to be considered the secular counterpart 
of a Buddha. It refers particularly to Emperor Ashoka (304-232 BC) who is 
credited with bringing the Buddhist faith to Sri Lanka.

SAMAGI MAWATHA    Grandpass C14
Samagi in Sinhala means ‘peace’ and is a common sinhalese name.

SANCHI ARACHCHI GARDEN     Hulftsdorf C12
Sanchi is a village in Madhya Pradesh, India. It is famous for its great stupa, 
one of the oldest stone structures in India. The stupa was commissioned 
by Emperor Ashoka in the 3rd century BCE and is an important Buddhist 
pilgrimage site. Both Mahinda and Sanghamitta, the missionary son 
and daughter of Emperor Ashoka, are said to have begun their journeys 
from the monastery at Sanchi from where they travelled to Sri Lanka and 
brought the Buddhist religion.

An arachchi was a village headman in British Ceylon. The question, now, is 
how we can match the two.
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SANGABO PLACE    Wellawatte C6
Sri Sanghabodhi (Sri Sangabo, third century A.D) was a king and a saint 
who vowed to rule according to Buddhist precepts. He ruled without using 
force or taking life, but only reigned for two years before his brother took 
over.  

A story is told in the Mahavamsa about how the king, concerned about a 
great drought, lay down by the great Thupa at Anuradhapura. He made a 
vow that he would not get up again until he had been lifted by the rising 
waters brought by rain. Suddenly it started to rain and when his ministers 
blocked the drains so that the king was finally floating in water, he got up.

When Prince Gotabhaya invaded to win the kingdom for himself,  King 
Sangabo, not wanting to cause bloodshed, left the city with only a 
piece of cloth to filter water. From then on the king lived an ascetic life 
in Aththanagalla as a hermit practising meditation. Prince Gotabaya 
searched for Sangabo killing anyone he suspected might be the former 
king.  A peasant offered the wandering hermit a meal and mentioned what 
Prince Gotabhaya had been doing. The king was concerned when he heard 
that there was money being offered to anyone bringing the king’s head. 
Innocent people had been beheaded in order to win the money. Then 
Sangabo revealed who he was and told the peasant to cut his head off to 
get the money. The peasant refused and the king beheaded himself and 
offered him his own head. 

SANGAMITTA MAWATHA    Kotahena C13   
Old Name:  Green Street

Sangamitta was the daughter of Emperor Ashoka and his Buddhist queen 
Devi. Together with Venerable Mahinda, her brother, she entered an order 
of Buddhist monks. The two siblings later went to Sri Lanka to spread the 
teachings of Buddha at the request of King Devanampiya Tissa (250 BC– 
210 BC) who was a contemporary of Emperor Ashoka (304 BC–232 BC) of 
India. Ashoka was initially reluctant to send his daughter on an overseas 
mission. However, because of the insistence of Sangamitra herself, he 
finally agreed. She was sent to Sri Lanka together with several other nuns 
to start the nun-lineage of Bhikkhunis (fully ordained Buddhist nuns) at 
the request of King Tissa of Sri Lanka to ordain queen Anula and other 
women of Devanampiya Tissa’s court at Anuradhapura who wanted to be 
nuns. 
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SANGIKARAMAYA MAWATHA    Maradana C10  
The Sri Sangikaramaya temple is in Ketawalamulla Place.

SARANA ROAD    Cinnamon Gardens C7
Sarana is a Pali word for refuge. Refuge represents a place of retreat 
and safety. The three ‘refuges’ or ‘jewels’ of Buddhism are the Buddha, 
Dhamma (teaching) and Sangha (community). In Pali: ‘Buddham saranam 
gacchami;  Dhammam saranam gacchami ; Sangham saranam gacchami’

Sarana in Sinhala is commonly used to refer to ‘help’ or ‘charity’.

SARANAPALA HIMI MAWATHA    Borella C8    
Old Name:  Wanathamulla Road

SARASAVI LANE    Borella C8
Sarasavi is a college or university. The only remotely collegiate place down 
this lane is the Regional Centre for Strategic Studies (RCSS), a research 
institute.

SAUNDERS COURT    Slave Island C2      
New Name:  Wekanda Jumma Masjid Mawatha

Sir Frederick Richard Saunders was the Chairman of Colombo Municipal 
Council (1877-83). G.H.N. Saunders was the Municipal Treasurer for the 
Colombo Municipal Council (1921-41).

SAUNDERS PLACE    Hulftsdorf C12
See Saunders Court.

SCHOFIELD PLACE    Kollupitiya C3
The Schofields were soldiers in the British Army in Ceylon and then 
planters at the Talawakelle Estate in Nuwara Eliya District

SCHOOL AVENUE    Wellawatte C6     
New Name:  E.S. Fernando Mawatha

The site of Sri Vaishaka Vidyalaya, a high school.

SCHOOL LANE    Kollupitiya C3  
The site of a school in earlier times.
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SCHOOL  LANE    Dematagoda C9
St. John’s School is opposite, on the other side of N.M. Ishak Mawatha.

SEA AVENUE    Kollupitiya C3
This road leads from Galle Road to the sea.

SEA BEACH ROAD    Pettah C11
This street runs alongside the harbour rather than a beach. Not the ideal 
place for sunbathing, volleyball or snorkelling.

SEA STREET    Pettah C11
This road runs parallel to Sea Beach road. Rather more famous for jewellery 
and jewellery supplies than aquatic pursuits.

SEA VIEW AVENUE    Kollupitiya C3  
On the opposite side of Galle Road to the sea, but it is true – you can see 
the sea.  

SEDAWATTA ROAD    Grandpass C14
Seda is ‘silk’ in Sinhala and Portuguese, watta is ‘garden’. This refers to 
earlier attempts to produce silk on a farm with worms and mulberry leaves.

SEELARATHANA LANE    Dematagoda C9    
Old Names:  Aramaya Passage, Cork Lane     

The Seelarathana Temple is here. Sila (Pali) in Buddhism is ‘virtue’ or 
‘morality’. Sila represents the precepts or principles of ethical behavior. 
The five precepts of Buddhism are to abstain from intoxicants, killing, lying, 
stealing and sexual misconduct. Rathana is another ‘jewel’ of Buddhism 
(see Sarana Road).

SEEVALI LANE    Borella C8 
Seevali Thera, a Buddhist arahant 
or saint, was one of the chief 
disciples of the Buddha. His picture 
or statue is seen in many houses, 
stalls and work places. The Seevali 
Vidyalaya School is down this lane.



COLOMBO JUMBO170

SELLAMUTTU AVENUE    Kollupitiya C3  
S. Sellamuttu was Chairman of Ceylon Theatres Ltd, Mayor of Colombo in 
1951 and was a member of Colombo Municipal Council (1947-54).

SENA SQUARE    Wellawatte C6  
There were five Kings called Sena. Sena I (827-847) who was king during 
an attack from South India where the Northern Province was captured and 
Anuradhapura was looted resulting in the loss of valuable golden Buddha 
images and the royal treasury. Sena II (847-882) lauched a counter attack 
where Madurai was captured and the treasury returned to Anuradhapura. 
Sena III had a short reign (925-34). Sena IV (942-45) had an even shorter 
reign. Sena V (961-71) drank himself to death.

SERENDIB ROAD    Kollupitiya C3  
This is an old name for Sri Lanka or Ceylon, mainly used in the Arab world. 
It is also the origin of the word serendipity or ‘making chance discoveries’.

SERPENTINE ROAD    Borella    C8
A serpentine shape is an ‘S’ figure like a serpent or snake. This road fits the 
bill nicely. First it curls southwards towards Saranapala Mawatha and then 
it winds northwards towards Seevali Lane.

SEVANA LANE    Maradana C10
Sevana means ‘shelter’ or ‘service’ in Sinhala.  

SHADY GROVE AVENUE    Borella C8
A grove is a small group of trees, but obviously large enough in this case to 
offer protection from the sun. It is still a little oasis off the busy Cotta Road.

SHOE ROAD    Kotahena C13     
New Name: Sri Bodi Raja Mawatha 

Another tradesmen’s road name, all cobblers.

SHORTS ROAD    Slave Island C2      
New Name: Kumaran Rathnam Road

Edward Morrison de Courcy Short joined the Ceylon Civil Service in 1878 
and was Chairman of Colombo Municipal Council (1905-1910). 
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SHRUBBERY GARDENS    Bambalapitiya C4  
A shrubbery is a wide border to a garden where shrubs are thickly planted; 
or a similar larger area with a path winding through it.

SIEBEL AVENUE    Wellawatte C6  
Johan Siebel of Olwilden arrived in Ceylon in 1768 and founded a dynasty 
of clerks, proctors, storekeepers and award winning florists. Percival Dick 
Siebel (1868-1925) was the largest florist in Sri Lanka. 

He also owned Flower Road (Ernest de Silva Mawatha) up to where the 
Prime Minister’s Office is now, formerly the house of Ernest de Silva. See 
Ernest de Silva Mawatha/Flower Road. 

He gave 5 acres in Kirillapone to his brother, Lloyd Evan Siebel (1871-
1938), who called the property Rajawatte (see Rajawatte Terrace) and 
used the land for building family properties and growing fruit trees. This 
land included what is now Siebel Avenue. 
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SIGIRIYA GARDENS    Kollupitiya C3 
Sigiriya was the home of Dr. Solomon Fernando, one of the very few 
Ceylonese doctors practising in Colombo at the time. The house is on 
Bagatalle Road, Kollupitiya. 

At a protest meeting held in Colombo in 1915 to help free Buddhist leaders 
imprisoned following the riots, Dr. Fernando got so impassioned by his 
own rhetoric and the iniquity of British rule that he had a heart attack and 
died on stage.

The house was named after the ancient rock fortress and palace ruin 
situated in the central Matale District of Sri Lanka. It is also famous for its 
ancient paintings and gardens.

SILVA LANE    Bambalapitiya C4
This is the same family as Pepin Silva (see Pepin Lane). The Silva who lived 
here was a wealthy ship’s chandler.

SILVERSMITH STREET    Hulftsdorf C12      
New Name: Srimath Bandaranaike Mawatha
This is another tradesmen’s street name.

SIMON HEWAVITHARANA ROAD    Kollupitiya C3    
Simon was the son of Don Carolis Hewavitharana, the founder of H. Don 
Carolis & Sons Ltd, the furniture company. He was also the brother of 
the Anagarika Dharmapala (see Dharamaapala Mawatha) and Edmund 
Hewavitharana, the activist who died in prison following the 1915 
disturbances.

SINSAPA ROAD    Wellawatte C6  
The Sinsapa tree (Pali: simsapa) is mentioned in ancient Buddhist 
discourses. The tree is either Dalbergia sissoo, a rosewood tree, or 
Amherstia nobilis, another South Asian tree, of the family Caesalpiniaceae. 
In the ‘Simsapa Grove’ discourse the Buddha compares a few simsapa 
leaves in his hand with the number of simsapa leaves overhead in the 
grove to illustrate the gap between what he does teach and what he does 
not teach (things unrelated to the Buddhist path).
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SIR BARON JAYATILAKA MAWATHA    Fort C1       
Old Name:  Prince Street

Sir Don Baron Jayatilaka (1868-1944) became the Principal of Dharamaraja 
College (Kandy Buddhist High School) in 1890. The school was set up by Col 
H.S. Olcott and the Buddhist Theosophical Society for Buddhists. The BTS 
were delighted with what he had achieved and made him Vice Principal 
(1898) and later Principal (1900) of Ananda College in Colombo. He was 
then made General Manager of Buddhist Schools (1902) and elected 
Secretary of the Society in 1908. He founded the Young Men’s Buddhist 
Association in 1898 and was elected President every year until he died.  

He left to study for a degree in Law at Oxford University and then qualified 
as a barrister using his skills to fight for the cause of Buddhists in prison. 
Buddhist leaders were accused of plotting against the government and 
secretly supporting the Germans. Arrests were made without trial. D.B. 
Jayatilaka himself was arrested in June 1915 following the riots but was 
released two months later. He arrived in England in 1916, to get riot 
prisoners released and ask for reforms. He remained in England to fight for 
reforms becoming the Ceylon National Congress representative in London.

He returned to Ceylon in 1919 and was elected President of the Ceylon 
National Congress in 1923.

Following elections in 1931 Jayatilaka was elected to parliament 
unopposed for Kelaniya and  became Leader of the House and Minister for 
Home Affairs the same year. He was knighted by the British Government 
in recognition of his services to the country. When World War II broke 
out in 1939 in Europe, D.B. persuaded the State Council to pass a 
resolution assuring the British government of its wholehearted support. 
G.G. Ponnambalam, then member for Point Pedro, observed ‘starting 
life as schoolmaster, Sir Baron remained to the end of his days a 
student; and what is more, a scholar - in the remarkable combination 
of qualities of scholarship, of statesmanship and erudition I think 
Baron Jayatilaka will be difficult to be surpassed in the near future’.  

This passionatie belief in the importance of education and public service 
is neatly summed in the remark he once made that: ‘there is no greater 
danger to a country than an ignorant democracy’.
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SIR HENRY DE MEL MAWATHA    Slave Island C2      
Old Name:  De Mel Street

Sir Henry Lawson De Mel (1877-1936) was a Ceylonese industrialist and 
politician. He was a member of the Legislative Council and founder of H.L. 
De Mel & Co. He owned over 7,000 acres of plantations (mostly coconut 
and rubber); plumbago mines and curing yards at Kurunegala; with stores, 
a factory and mills in Kanatte (Borella).

SIR JAMES PEIRIS MAWATHA    Slave Island C2

Sir James Peiris was as a Member of the Colombo Municipal Council 
1898-1908 representing the Slave Island ward. He served on the Public 
Works Council.

Peiris led the campaign for a Royal 
Commission of Inquiry into the 
repressive measures taken by the 
British following the riots of 1915. 

He organized the writing of a secret 
memorandum which E.W. Perera 
took to England hidden in the sole 
of his shoe. As a result of this the 
governor Sir Robert Chalmers was 
recalled and Anderson was brought 
in to investigate and initiate reforms. 

When the Legislative Council was called again in 1924 Peiris was elected 
Vice President, a position he held until his death in 1930. Peiris was 
knighted in 1924. He was first to propose the creation of a University 
College in Colombo and was a Member of the Advisory Council of the new 
University College. A Hall of Residence at the University of Peradeniya  is 
named after him.
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SIR MOHAMMED MACAN MARKAR MAWATHA    Kollupitiya C3    
Old Name:  Church Road

The ‘Blue Giant of the Orient’ was a blue sapphire weighing 486 carats 
(97.2g). Cut and polished it measured 6.4cm x 4.4cm and was valued at 
£7,000. 

The ‘Blue Belle of Asia’ was another sapphire. This one weighed 400 carats 
(80g) and was sold to Lord Nuffield and later became part of the British 
Crown Jewels.

These gems and Ceylon’s largest Cat’s Eye (chrysoberyl), weighing 105 
Carats (21g), were all owned by Sir Mohammed Macan Markar who had 
inherited the jewellery business started by his father, Othman Lebbe 
Macan Markar, in 1860.

Sir Mohammed was the Consul for Turkey (1903-15). He was also a 
member of Galle Municipal Council (1906-31) and Colombo Municipal 
Council (1940-1943). He was the founder President of the All Ceylon 
Muslim League in 1945. 

He was a member of the Legislative and State Councils and became the 
Minister of Communication and Works.
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SIRIMAVO BANDARANAIKE MAWATHA    Grandpass C14
Old Name:  Prince of Wales Avenue

Sirimavo Ratwatte Dias Bandaranaike (1916 – 2000) was the world’s first 
woman Prime Minister (1960–65, 1970–77 and 1994–2000).  

Bandaranaike was married to the previous Prime Minister, S.W.R.D.  
Bandaranaike, and was the mother of Sri Lanka’s third President, Chandrika 
Kumaratunga, who she then served under as Prime Minister. Sirimavo 
nationalized key sectors of the economy, such as banking and insurance, 
and also all schools then run by the Roman Catholic Church. She enforced 
the 1958 Sinhala-only legislation which declared that all government 
administration should be conducted in Sinhala and not in English or Tamil. 
This meant introducing a ‘state of emergency’ in 1961, following fierce 
Tamil protest.

Nationalization of foreign businesses effectively cut off Western aid to Sri 
Lanka and Sirimavo had to turn to China, the Soviet Union and the non-
aligned movement for support.  

In the 1970 elections she won a large majority with the United Front coalition 
(SLFP, LSSP, and the Communists) but her government was almost toppled 
by the 1971 JVP Insurrection when Sri Lanka’s small army was caught off 
guard. India and Pakistan saved her by offering military aid. In 1972, a new 
constitution gave the country a new name, Sri Lanka, and made the Island 
independent of the British crown. She was Chairman of the Non-Aligned 
Movement in 1976, and hosted the Movement’s conference, attended 
by numerous heads of state. Despite her high international standing, she 
had lost support in Sri Lanka because of allegations of corruption and a 
declining economy.  

Bandaranaike used a constitutional clause to delay elections until 1977 
but when they finally came the United Front was decimated, winning only 
8 seats. In 1980, she was charged with abuse of power and was expelled 
from parliament with a seven year ban on holding public office. She 
became a political outcast until her daughter re-gained power for the SLFP 
in 1994.

SIRIPA LANE    Havelock Town C5
Sir Ernest Fernando built a series of two storey bungalows in the 1940s. 
One of them faced Havelock Road and was called “Siripasiri.” Sir Ernest 
Fernando was one of the richest men in Sri Lanka in the post-war period.
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SIRIPA ROAD    Havelock Town C5
See Siripa Lane. 

SKELTON GARDENS    Havelock Town C5
R. Skelton was first Works Engineer and then Municipal Engineer (1889-1915).

SKELTON PLACE    Havelock Town C5 
See Skelton Gardens.

SKELTON ROAD    Havelock Town C5  
See Skelton Gardens.

SKINNERS ROAD NORTH    Kotahena C13    
New Name:  George R. de Silva Mawatha

When Thomas Skinner arrived in Ceylon in 
1818 he was only fifteen years old. Despite 
his youth he was ordered to take command 
of the 73rd, 83rd and Ceylon Rifles and to 
march them from Trincomalee through 
Kandy to Colombo. There was no time to 
get hold of a uniform so he led his regiments 
wearing his old school jacket. He was later 
put in charge of road construction and over 
the next twenty years he supervised the 
construction of more than 3,000 miles of 
road across the island. Most of the roads 
in modern Sri Lanka are based on Skinner’s 
original surveys and road-building.

SKINNERS ROAD SOUTH    Maradana C10     
New Name:  Sri Sangaraja Mawatha
See Skinners Road North.

SMITH STREET    Hulftsdorf C12
The most common English surname appears quite often in the records but 
there are no likely candidates. There is a remote chance that this was, in 
fact, an occupational street.
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SOLOMONS AVENUE    Wellawatte C6
The Solomons family lived in this area and around Bambalapitiya. They 
make regular appearance in the Dutch Burgher genealogies but do not 
have a genealogy of their own.

SOMADEVI PLACE    Havelock Town C5 
Valagamba seized the throne in 103 BC. He kept two queens, Anuladevi 
and Somadevi. Soon after his coronation he faced a rebellion in the south 
and an invading army from South India in the north. 

The Tamils defeated the rebel, Tissa, and then defeated Valagamba. 
Valagamba fled in his chariot, with his conquerors in hot pursuit. As they 
were catching up on them, Queen Somadevi jumped from the chariot 
to lighten the load and give the king a chance to escape. She was then 
captured and abducted.

In 89 BC, Valagamba won back the throne after defeating the last of the 
invaders. He sent for Somadevi and restored her as queen, and built a 
temple named Somarama in her honour. They reigned for another twelve 
years until Valagamba’s death in 77 BC.  

SOMAGIRI PLACE    Wellawatte C6 
Soma is the intoxicating juice used in ancient Vedic ritual. It can also refer 
to the moon, and is an ancient name in Indian literature for the Arctic. 
There are also a few examples of it as a girl’s name.

In other words, I don’t know.

(DE) SOYSA STREET    Slave Island C2 
This is most likely to be connected to the wealthy de Soysa family. See 
Alfred House Avenue.

SPATHODEA AVENUE    Havelock Town C5  
Spathodea campanulata is also known as the Fountain Tree, the African 
tulip tree, the Flame-of-the-forest or the Nandi Flame. It is between 
7 and 25 metres tall. Although it is native to tropical Africa it is planted 
throughout the tropics as an ornamental tree because of its vibrant 
reddish-orange or crimson flowers. 
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The flower buds contains water and can be squirted like water pistols. As 
Farrar commented in his book, the Spathodea was a distinctive feature of 
Old Colombo: “Red is all Colombo when you land — red the tall buildings, 
red the roads, and red, too, the rare flame of Spathodea.”

SRAVASTHI PLACE    Cinnamon Gardens C7

Sravasti, the Tuscany-style mansion built by Wilmot Arthur de Silva (1865-
1942), was completed in 1913. He entertained such notables as Jawaharlal 
Nehru, Rabindranath Tagore and Lord Donoughmore. Today it serves as a 
hostel for Members of Parliament. W.A. de Silva was originally a veterinary 
surgeon and was the first Veterinary Surgeon of the Council 1896-1912. 

He was the President of the Buddhist Theosophical Society and for nearly 
seventeen years served as the General Manager of their schools. He was 
later the Minister of Health 1936-42 and introduced the New Malaria 
Control Scheme following the Great Malaria Epidemic of 1934-35 which 
claimed over one hundred thousand lives. 

Sravasti or Savatthi was an ancient Indian city. It was one of the six largest 
cities in India during Gautama Buddha’s lifetime. The Buddha passed the 
greater part of his monastic life in Savatthi and delivered 871 suttas there. 
Jetavana was a famous monastery close to Savatthi. 

SRI BODHIRAJA MAWATHA    Kotahena C13   
Old Name: Shoe Road  

A road with a Bo tree is commonly called Bodhiraja. The Bo or Bodhi 
tree was the tree under which the Buddha achieved Enlightenment. See 
Bodhiraja Mawatha.                                                                      

SRI BODHIRAJA PEDESA    Hulftsdorf  C12    
Old Name: Paradise Place

Pedesa is an ‘area’ or ‘district’ in Sinhala. See Sri Bodhiraja Mawatha.

SRI BODHIRUKKARAMA ROAD    Wellawatte C6     
Old Name: Vihara Lane

The site of the Sri Bodhirukkarama temple, the ‘Bo-tree’ temple.
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SRI DHAMMA MAWATHA    Maradana C10    
Old Name:  Campbell Avenue

Dhamma (Pali) or Dharma (Sanskrit) in Buddhism is about how the 
teachings of the Buddha apply universal laws to the human conduct. 
There is a temple and a shrine on this very long road which also harbours 
the Muslim burial ground.

SRI DHARMARAMA ROAD    Dematagoda C9    
Old Name:  Albion Road

Aramaya or arama normally means temple. This road is the site, however, 
of two pirivenas (a pirivena is a monastic college or seminary where priests 
undergo training prior to ordination). The name actually comes from a 
Buddhist scholar who was associated with one of the colleges which on 
this street. See also Sri Dhamma Mawatha.

SRI GUNANANDA MAWATHA    Kotahena C13
Migettuwatte Gunananda Thera or Mohottiwatte Gunananda Thera 
(1823–1890) was a Sri Lankan Buddhist monk and orator. He is known for 
leading the Buddhist side in a series of debates that occurred between 
the Buddhists and the Christians (1865-73). At the Panadura debate he 
scored a solid rhetorical victory over his flustered opponents. As a result of 
the debates Buddhism in Sri Lanka saw a revival when Henry Steel Olcott 
arrived in Sri Lanka in 1880 (see Olcott Mawatha). Sri Gunananda Thero 
was based at the 300-year old Deepaduttaaramaya temple in Kotahena, 
which was built during the Dutch period and was the first Buddhist temple 
in Colombo. 

SRI JAYAWARDENEPURA MAWATHA    Borella C8
Sri Jayawardenapura Kotte or simply Sri Jayawardenapura is the 
administrative, legislative and judicial capital of Sri Lanka. It is located east 
of central Colombo and the Sri Lankan parliament, designed by Geoffrey 
Bawa, has been based there since 1982. 

In the 13th century Nissanka Alagakkonara built Kotte (meaning ‘Fortress’) 
during the reign of King Vikramabahu III as a defence against the Jaffna 
Kingdom of Arya Chakaravarthi. Parakramabahu VI later made Sri 
Jayawardanapura Kotte the capital city in 1412. After the arrival of the 
Portuguese, Kotte was divided into three kingdoms. Sitawaka became 
the most powerful of these and Kotte had to call on the Portuguese for 
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help. By 1565 Kotte had been abandoned by King Dharmapala, following 
attacks he was taken into Colombo under Portuguese protection. In 1597 
Dharmapala gave the Kotte Kingdom to the Portuguese throne and the 
Kotte era officially ended. Most of the fort structure was dismantled to 
build the new city and fort of Colombo.

Although Sri Jayawardenepura revives an old name it seems to be no 
coincidence that the name and location of the new capital was chosen by 
a President sharing the same name, Junius Richard Jayewardene.

SRI JINARATNA ROAD    Slave Island C2       
Old Name:  Hunupitiya Lake Road                                                                                                                                 

This is the site of the Gangaramaya temple and the Sri Jinaratana Bhikkhu 
Abhyasa Vidyalaya. It is a Buddhist temple complex consisting of the 
Gangaramaya temple, a monks’ assembly hall and a Buddhist vocational 
training centre (Bhikkhu Abhyasa Vidyalaya). It is over 120 years old and 
was established by Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumanagala Nayaka Thera, who 
also founded Vidyodaya Pirivena, now Sri Jayewardenapura University. 
His successor Devundera Sri Jinaratana Nayake Thera converted this small 
temple into the grand multipurpose institution it is today. His disciple, 
Devundera Vacissara Nayaka Thera, set up the Sri Jinaratana Vocational 
Centre and named it after his teacher.

SRI KALYANI GANGARAMA MAWATHA    Mutwal C15
This is the site of the Sri Kalyani Gangarama temple which leads straight to 
the Kelani/Kalyani Ganga river.     

SRI KATHIRESAN STREET    Kotahena C13   
Old Name:  Chekku Street

The Sri Kathiresan Murugan temple is the starting point of the annual Vel 
festival held in July. A colourfully painted wooden chariot sets off from 
the temple in Sea Street bound for Sri Maanikka Vinayagar temple in 
Bambalapitiya. It carries a replica of the Vel, Murugan’s  golden spear, and  
statues of him with his wives, Devayanai Amman and Valli Amman. 

SRI MAHINDA DHARMA MAWATHA    Dematagoda C9    
Old Name:  Perth Road

Mahinda was the monk who brought Buddhism to Sri Lanka. Dharma is 
the teaching of the Buddha.
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SRI NIGRODHARAMA ROAD    Mutwal C15     
Old Name:  Baseline Avenue 

Seven years after his enlightenment the Buddha returned home to 
Kapilavastu and met his father, King Suddhodhana, his wife and son. A 
kasaya (yellow robe) was presented to the Buddha. King Suddhodana 
specially built the Nigrodharma Park for the accommodation of the 
Buddha and his followers. 

SRI PANNANANDA MAWATHA    Mutwal C15    
Old Name:  Vine Street (South)

Panna means ‘wisdom’ or ‘knowledge’, ananda means ‘bliss’. This road 
was named after one of the many monks who bore this name.

SRI SADDHARMA MAWATHA   Maradana C10     
Old Name:  Ingram Road

In Sanskrit sad is ‘authentic’ and dharma is ‘teaching’- this refers to the 
the Buddha’s mission. The Sri Saddharmaramaya temple is down this road.

SRI SAMBUUDHATVA JAYANTHI MAWATHA     
Havelock Town C5  
Old Name:  Havelock Road    

The 16 storey Sambuddhathwa Jayanthi Buddhist complex in Havelock 
Town was built at a cost of 350 million rupees. The building is open to 
the general public and is a source of information and books on Buddhism. 
It marks the 2600th anniversary of the enlightenment of the Buddha 
and is the largest complex of its sort in the world. The event was also 
commemorated with a song and the issue of four commemorative postage 
stamps.

SRI SANGARAJA MAWATHA    Maradana C10     
Old Name:  Skinners Road North

Sangharaja is the title given in many Theravada Buddhist countries to 
a senior monk who is the head either of a monastic fraternity or of the 
Sangha throughout the country. The Sri Sangaraja Madya Maha Vidyalaya 
or Sri Sangaraja Central College School is located on this road.



COLOMBO JUMBO183

SRI SIDDHARTHA PASSAGE    Havelock Town C5  
Siddartha Gautama, the Buddha.

SRI SIDDHARTHA PATH    Havelock Town C5  
See Sri Siddartha Passage.

SRI SIVANANDA VEEDIYA    Kotahena C13   
Old Name:  Lascareen Street 

Vivekananda’s disciple, Swami Sivananda, visited Colombo in 1899 on 
behalf of the Sri Ramakrishna Mission (see Ramakrishna Avenue). Swami 
Vivekananda had visited in 1897 (Vivekananda Hill is nearby). So, this is 
not named after the rather more famous Swami Sivananda of Rishikesh; 
although there is a Sivananda Yoga Vedanta Centre in Colombo.

SRI SUGATHAWANSA MAWATHA    Maradana C10     
Old Name:  Mill Bank Place

This is the site of the Sri Sugathawansa Temple near Ananda College. 
Sugatha is another name for the Buddha meaning ‘sublime.’

SRI SUMANATISSA MAWATHA    Hulftsdorf    C12     
Old Name:  Armour Street

Sri Sumanatissa was a monk who was actively involved in the Buddhist 
revival including the Panadura debates (see Sri Gunananda Mawatha).

SRI UTTARANANDA MAWATHA    Kollupitiya C3 
Old Names:  R.A. de Mel Mawatha/Duplication Road (Part)    

Uttara means ‘north’, ananda means ‘bliss’. The Ven. Induruwe 
Uttarananda Mahanayaka Maha Thero of the Sri Dharmakirtiyarama, 
Polwatta was the first Vice-Chancellor of the Buddha Sravaka Dharma 
Pitha (University for the Buddha Sravaka Bhiksu), Anuradhapura, 1969-
1975 and the Mahanayaka Maha Thero of the Sri Lanka Ramanna Maha 
Nikaya. Sri Dharmakirtiyarama temple is at the end of this road.

SRI VAJIRAGNANA MAWATHA    Dematagoda C9     
Old Name:  Dematagoda Road
This is the site of the Sri Vajiragnana Padhanagara Maha Vihara (monastery), 
probably connected with the Ven.  Pelene Vajiragnana Maha Nayake Thera 
(1878-1955). See Vajira Lane.
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SRI VAJIRAWANSA MAWATHA    Borella C8
See Vajira Lane.

SRI WICKREMA MAWATHA    Mutwal C15        
Old Name:  Pasbetal Road    

This is the site of the Sri Wickramaramaya Temple. Vikram is a name 
meaning “one who is wise, brave and heroic” and often refers to kings and 
gods, as well as the the Buddha.

SRI WICKREMA ROAD    Wellawatte C6      
New Name:  International Buddhist Centre Road       

SRIMATH D.B. JAYATILLEKE MAWATHA    Maradana C10      
New Name:  E.W. Perera Mawatha
See Sir Baron Jayatilaka Mawatha.

SRIMATH BANDARANAIKE MAWATHA    Hulftsdorf  C12      
Old Name:  Silversmith Street

This was the birthplace of Solomon West Ridgeway Dias (S.W.R.D.) 
Bandaranaike (1899-1959) in the days before Cinnamon Gardens became 
the fashionable area to live. S.W.R.D. was the fourth Prime Minister of Sri 
Lanka and served from 1956 to 1959, the year he was assassinated by a 
Buddhist monk.

His father was the powerful Sir Solomon Dias Bandaranaike, the Maha 
Mudaliyar,  an interpreter and advisor to the British Governor. After Oxford 
University he decided to give up Western clothes, convert to Buddhism 
and learn Sinhala. He was a member of Colombo Municipal Council (1927-
31) and the State Council (1931-47). 

In 1936 he founded the Sinhala Maha Sabha to promote Sinhala culture and 
political interests and became a leading member of the United National 
Party (UNP) serving as Leader of the House and Minister of Health before 
resigning in 1951 to form the Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP), an extension 
of the Sinhala Maha Sabha.  

His victory in the 1956 elections was secured by the rousing support he 
got from the Buddhist clergy, ayurvedic physicians, village school teachers 
and the rural Sinhalese population. 
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His Sinhala-only policy (to replace English without a role for Tamil) caused 
conflict throughout the Island in 1957-8 and his attempts to backtrack by 
negotiating the Bandaranaike-Chelvanayagam Pact with the Tamil Federal 
Party were thwarted by the radicalism of his supporters. The Pandora’s 
Box of Sinhalese nationalism he had opened made many of his original 
supporters feel they had been betrayed. A conspiracy led by a leading 
monk, Buddharakkita, resulted in his assassination by Somarama Thero.

His political policies were left leaning and he promoted socialism and a 
non-aligned foreign policy which favoured opening relations with the USSR 
and China. These were policies his wife Srimavo Bandaranaike continued 
after his death when she became Prime Minister.

SRIMATH RAMANATHAN MAWATHA    Mutwal C15         
Old Name:  Korteboam Street
This is named after Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan (1851-1930). 
See Sukhastan Gardens.

SIRIPALA PINTO MAWATHA    Grandpass C14
This name is probably connected with the Pinto family. See Pinto Place.

ST. ALBANS PLACE    Bambalapitiya C4
Saint Alban was the first British Christian martyr. St Alban’s martyrdom 
took place during the persecutions under Emperor Septimius Severus in 
209. Alban sheltered a Christian priest in his home, and was converted 
and baptised by him. When Severus sent Roman soldiers to Alban’s house 
to look for the priest, Alban exchanged cloaks with the priest and was 
arrested instead. Alban was taken before the magistrate, who was furious 
at the deception and ordered that Alban be given the punishment due to 
the priest if he had indeed become a Christian. St Alban was eventually 
sacrificed to the Roman gods and was condemned to death. He was taken 
out of the town across the River Ver to the top of the hill opposite. The 
reputed place of his beheading is where St Albans Cathedral now stands.

ST. ANDREW’S ROAD    Kotahena C13
A continuation of St. Andrew’s Road, Mutwal.
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ST. ANDREW’S ROAD    Mutwal C15
This is the site of St. Andrews Church.  Two other streets nearby are also 
named after the church: Lower and Upper St. Andrews Place. 

Saint Andrew (Greek: ‘brave’) was a Christian Apostle and the brother of 
Saint Peter. Andrew is said to have been martyred by crucifixion at the 
city of Patras (Patræ) in the Greek Peloponnese. Andrew is sometimes 
described as being tied and not nailed to an X-shaped cross; to avoid the 
sacrilege of being crucified on the same cross as Jesus. St. Andrew is the 
patron saint of Scotland and the St. Andrew’s cross appears on the Scottish 
and, therefore, the British flag.

ST. ANTHONY’S MAWATHA    Kotahena C13   
Old Name:  Kochchikade Street
See Kochchikade Street.

ST. ANTHONY’S MAWATHA    Kollupitiya C3    
Old Name:  Kollupitiya Lane
This is the site of St. Anthony’s Balika Maha Vidyalaya School.

ST. ANTHONY’S ROAD    Dematagoda C9   
St Anthony’s Church, Dematagoda was built in 1909.

ST. BENEDICT’S STREET    Kotahena C13    
Old Name:   Wall Street

This leads to St. Benedict’s College. Founded in 1865 this is the oldest 
Catholic school in Colombo.  It is managed by de la Salle Brothers. Catholics 
faced persecution under the Protestant Dutch and it wasn’t until the Act 
of Freedom of 1806 that the Catholics were entitled to open schools for 
their children. St Benedict’s emerged from the various Roman Catholic 
Seminaries which had been set up in Colombo by the Oratorian Fathers.

ST. BRIDGETS LANE    Mutwal C15    
St. Bridget is a patron saint of Ireland. She was born in a village in Leinster  
in about 450 AD and her mother was the slave of an Irish chieftain. She 
became a nun, then an abbess and finally set up her own nunnery and 
convent in Kildare. It was from this early start that the cathedral city 
of Kildare developed. She also founded a school to promote the art of 
illuminating manuscripts. 
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She is accredited with many visions and miracles and is often invoked to 
protect sheep and cattle from the weather, and to multiply quantities of 
milk, butter and bacon. St. Bridgets’s Convent is further south in Cinnamon 
Gardens between Maitland Crescent and CWW Kannangara Mawatha.

ST. ELMO’S LANE    Mutwal C15
Saint Erasmus of Formia (Italy), also known as Saint Elmo, was a Christian 
saint and martyr who died around 303 AD. He is revered as the patron 
saint of sailors.    

Erasmus was called before a judge, beaten with lead  hammers , thrown 
into a pit of snakes and had  boiling oil poured on him. But then thunder 
and lightning came and electrocuted everyone around. He was recaptured 
and tortured some more before his stomach was slit open and his intes-
tines wound around a ship’s anchor winch.    

ST. JAMES’ LANE    Mutwal C15  
St James (‘Sant’, ‘Iago’) one of the first disciples of Jesus and a witness to 
the Transfiguration. St. James was executed by King Herod Agrippa. His 
remains are said to be in Santiago de Compostela in Galicia (Spain). Saint 
James is the Patron Saint of Spain  He is portayed as a travelling pilgrim 
with a staff, hat, capenter’s saw and a scallop shell on his shoulder. See 
Maha Santiago Mawatha.

ST. JAMES’ STREET    Mutwal  C15 
See St James’ Lane.         

ST. JOHN’S ROAD    Pettah C11
See St John’s Way.

ST. JOHN’S WAY    Mutwal C15  
Saint John the Evangelist was the author of the Gospel of John and, 
possibly, the Book of Revelation. This street is opposite St. John’s Church, 
down the road from St. John’s  Maha Vidyalaya  and St. John’s Vianney 
Seminary.  

ST. JOSEPH’S PLACE    Grandpass C14
St. Joseph’s is a Catholic College  which was founded in 1896 by a group 
of French missionaries which included Christopher Ernst Bonjean, the first 
Archbishop of Colombo. 
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ST. JOSEPH’S STREET    Grandpass C14
See St. Joseph’s Place.

ST. JUDE’S MAWATHA    Mutwal C15    
Old Name:  Seetupettiyawatte Lane 

Jude, or Thaddeus, was one of the Twelve Apostles of Jesus. He carries a 
club and is portrayed with a flame around his head representing  Pentecost, 
when he received the Holy Spirit with the other apostles. He is sometimes 
pictured holding  a scroll or a book and a carpenter’s rule. Saint Jude 
preached the Gospel in Judea, Samaria, Idumaea, Syria, Mesopotamia 
and Libya. He was martyred in Beirut (Roman province of Syria) by being 
clubbed to death. His head was then shattered with a broad axe. Sometime 
after his death, Jude’s body was brought to Rome and placed in a crypt in 
Saint Peter’s Basilica. 

ST. KILDA’S LANE    Kollupitiya C3  
There has never been a saint answering to the name Kilda and no one 
is sure where the name for the Scottish Hebridean islands comes from, 
although it is most probably a corruption of either Norse or Gaelic words 
or even a misspelling of the Viking skildar (‘shield’) which then became St. 
Kilda.

St. Kilda in Melbourne, Australia gets its name from a ship, the ‘Lady of 
St. Kilda’, which was moored in the harbour for most of 1841 at the time 
the name was chosen. A link of this sort is far more likely than a direct 
Hebridean one.

ST. LAWRENCE ROAD    Wellawatte C6  
Old Name: Villa Pleasant Road

The Church down this street is, in fact, the Holy Trinity Church. The St. 
Lawrence church is now two roads down in Pereira Lane.

When the Portuguese landed in Ceylon in 1505 they built a chapel by 
the harbour and named it St. Lawrence after the patron saint of their 
Commander, Lorenzo de Almeida. St. Lawrence in this way became 
the Patron saint of the city of Colombo. The Parish of Wellawatte was 
established in 1938 when Rev. Dr. J.M. Masson inaugurated the new parish 
of Wellawatte and named it St. Lawrence’s, with a small church being 
built at Villa Pleasant Avenue (later renamed St. Lawrence Road). The St 
Lawrence church obviously moved later than this.
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Lawrence of Rome (c. 225–258) (Latin: Laurentius meaning ‘laurelled‘) was 
born in Spain and was one of the seven deacons of Ancient Rome who 
were martyred during the persecution of Valerian in 258. The Prefect of 
Rome demanded that Lawrence hand over all the riches of the Church. So 
Lawrence gave away as much Church property to the poor as possible and 
later, when commanded to hand over the Church’s wealth, he showed the 
poor, the crippled and the blind people he had brought with him saying 
that these were the true treasures of the Church. 

The gridiron is one of his icons because it is said that as he was burned 
or ‘grilled’ to death he joked: ‘you may turn me over now, it is roasted 
enough on this side’.  In this way he has become the patron saint of cooks 
and chefs. 

ST. LUCIA’S LANE    Kotahena C13
St. Lucia’s cathedral is housed in an ornate Renaissance building in 
Kotahena.  It has intricately sculpted, larger-than-life statues of the Saints 
and a 4,300lb bell called ‘Anthony Thomas.’

In front of the sanctuary is a unique dark skinned statue of the Madonna 
called ‘Our Lady of Kotahena’. This statue is taken in procession during the 
‘Month of May’ celebrations. In 1888 Bishop Bonjean brought back the 
bone relics of St. Lucia which are now kept in the Cathedral.

St. Lucia was an Italian saint from Sicily who died in 304BCE and is said 
to have carried food to Christians hiding in dark underground tunnels. To 
show the way she wore candles on her head. 

She made vows to remain a virgin (in the tradition of St. Agatha), but an 
angry suitor reported her to the local Roman authorities, who sentenced 
her to be removed to a brothel and forced into prostitution. But divine 
intervention had made her immovable; when they tried to burn her she 
was untouched by the flames; finally, her neck was pierced by a sword and 
she died. 

Two churches in 8th century Britain are known to have been dedicated to 
her. This was at a time when the country was mostly non-Christian.

ST. LUCIA’S STREET    Kotahena C13 
See St. Lucia’s Lane.
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ST. LUCIA’S SQUARE    Kotahena C13 
See St. Lucia’s Lane

ST MARY’S LANE    Kotahena C13 
This leads to St. Mary’s Church and St. Mary’s College.

ST MARY’S ROAD    Mutwal C15    

This leads to St. Mary’s Church built in 1861.

ST. MICHAEL’S ROAD    Kollupitiya C3  
This road leads to St. Michael’s Church and St. Michael’s College.  

Michael is an a chief angel  in the Jewish, Christian, and Islamic faiths. He is 
a commander of God’s army against Satan and the forces of evil. 

ST. PAUL’S LANE    Bambalapitiya C4  
This lane runs between St. Paul’s Church and St. Paul’s Girls’ School.  From 
being Saul the persecutor of Christians, Paul became the leading Apostle 
of Christaianity following his miraculous ‘ Road to Damascus’ conversion. 

ST. PETER’S PLACE    Bambalapitiya C4  
St. Peter’s College and Playground are on the other side of  Galle Road.

Simon Peter was one of the Twelve Disciples of Jesus, the ‘rock’ on which 
Jesus built his church. He was crucified upside down and traditionally is 
keeper of the keys to the kingdom of heaven

ST. SEBASTIAN HILL    Hulftsdorf C12 
Leads to the St. Sebastian Church. Saint Sebastian (died c. 288CE) was 
a Christian saint and martyr, who is said to have been killed during the 
Roman emperor Diocletian’s persecution of Christians. He is commonly 
depicted in art and literature tied to a post and shot with arrows. This is the 
most common artistic depiction of Sebastian. He was,however, rescued 
and healed by Saint Irene of Rome before being clubbed to death on the 
orders of the emperor and as a patron saint he protects from disease.

ST. SEBASTIAN STREET    Hulftsdorf C12  
See St. Sebastian Hill.
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ST. WILFRED’S MAWATHA    Mutwal C15   
Wilfrid  (c. 633–c. 709CE) was an English bishop and saint. Immediately 
after his death his body was venerated as a cult object, and miracles were 
alleged to have happened at the spot where the water used to wash his 
body was discarded

STACE ROAD    Grandpass C14
Walter Terence Stace worked for Ceylon Civil Service (1910-32) and was 
the Chairman of the Colombo Municipal Council (1927-8 and 1931-2). 

While in Ceylon he wrote books on Greek and Hegelian philosophy and 
after he left he became a professor of philosophy at Princeton University. 
He was a pioneer philosopher of mysticism and his Mysticism and 
Philosophy can be considered his magnum opus.

STAFFORD PLACE    Maradana C10      
New Name:  Vipulasena Mawatha
Lt. Col. J.H. Stafford  was a member of the Municipal Council 1934-7.

STAFFORD AVENUE    Wellawatte C6  
The name has metamorphosed from Stratford Avenue. See Stratford 
Avenue. 

STAG PLACE    Havelock Town C5 
India House (originally owned by T H Arthur de Soysa) on Munidasa 
Cumaratunga Mawatha (formerly Thurstan Road) actually had a deer park. 
Stag Place is closer to Narahenpita and there is no written evidence I can 
find of either captive or wild stags.

STANLEY PLACE    Maradana C10     
New Name:  Piyadasa Sirisena Mawatha

Sir Herbert Stanley was the Governor of Ceylon (1927-31). In his period 
the Donoughmore Commission suggested radical constitutional reforms 
which Sir Herbert piloted through. These included universal suffrage, 
the abolition of communal representation and the transfer of Ministerial 
positions to Sri Lankans.
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STANLEY WIJESUNDERA MAWATHA    Cinnamon Gardens C7
Stanley Wijesundera was a Sri Lankan academic. A Professor of Chemistry, 
he was the first Vice Chancellor of the University of Colombo (1979-1989) 
and was the Chairman of the Association of Commonwealth Universities 
(1983-1984). During the 1987–89 JVP Insurrection Professor Wijesundera 
came under pressure to shut down the university. This he refused to do. 
He was assassinated in the Library Room of the College House by members 
of the JVP on March 8, 1989.

STANMORE CRESCENT    Cinnamon Gardens C7
Arthur Charles Hamilton-Gordon, 1st Baron Stanmore, was the British 
Governor of Ceylon (1883-90).

During his governorship the coffee crisis, caused by a fungal attack, had 
been transformed into an opportunity to establish a tea industry.

STATION ROAD    Kollupitiya C3   
Leads to Kollupitiya Station.

STATION ROAD    Bambalapitiya C4 
Leads to Bambalapitiya Station.

STATION ROAD    Wellawatte C6  
Leads to Wellawatte Station.

STEUART STREET    Slave Island C2
George Steuart & Company Limited is the oldest Company in Sri Lanka. 
It was founded in 1835 by James Steuart, a sea captain. He saw the 
opportunities for business and trade in Ceylon and decided to stay. His 
position as Master Attendant of the Colombo Port prohibited him from 
setting up a company, so he started the business in his brother’s name. 

The Company was a managing and financing agency for coffee plantations. 
It also ran the Wekande Mills in Slave Island for processing coffee and 
cinchona. Following the fungal outbreak in 1870, tea assumed the 
dominant position in their financing and business activities. The company 
managed nearly 25,000 hectares of tea, rubber and coconut lands owned 
by both British and Sri Lankan Companies until its nationalisation in 1975.  
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Nationalisation prompted diversification in to new lines of business 
such as tea export; import and distribution of pharmaceuticals; tourism; 
telecommunications; overseas recruitment; and sales agencies for airlines, 
insurance companies and freight forwarders. 

STORK PLACE    Maradana C10 
Jan Philip Stork from Oldenzaal, East Holland arrived in Colombo in 1740 
as a surgeon on board the the ‘Horssen’. Gerrit William Stork (1812-1894), 
a descendant, was a member of the Colombo Municipal Council (1880-1). 
Dr. John Vincent Blair Stork (1836-1910), another descendant, famously 
bought 77 acres of ‘waste land’ from the colonial secretary in 1873 for a 
lease of one peppercorn per year, to be paid to the Governor of Ceylon. He 
coverted the estate into a coconut, paddy and pepper farm called Comilla 
Bungalow…all for the price of a few peppercorns.

STRATFORD AVENUE    Wellawatte C6  
Like many other places in the English speaking world this road is named 
after Stratford-upon-Avon, the birthplace of Shakespeare. Places bearing 
this name have the characteristic bridge straddling a stretch of water.

Variations of the name exist such as Stafford, Straford and Strafford. They 
are all wrong.

STUBBS PLACE    Havelock Town C5  
Sir Reginald Edward Stubbs was the Colonial Secretary of Ceylon (1913-
1919). Leonard Woolf applied to him when he wanted to be released 
from the Ceylon Civil Service. After serving as the Governor in Hong 
Kong, Jamaica and Cyprus he returned to Ceylon as Governor 1933-37. 
As Secretary he was caught up in controversy over the mishandling of the 
1915 riots. Later, as Governor, he was involved in the Bracegirdle Incident 
when he tried to deport an Australian communist trainee tea planter for 
speaking out against conditions on the plantations. It created a political 
and legal debacle.

SUGATHODAYA MAWATHA    Slave Island C2      
Old Name:  Jefferson Street     

New Name:  Deshamanya H. K. Dharmadasa Mawatha

Sugatho  means ‘fortunate one’ and Daya means ‘compassion’.
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SUKHASTAN GARDENS    Cinnamon Gardens C7
Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan (1851-1930) was a Tamil political leader 
who lived at ‘Sukhastan’, Ward Place. He was the elder brother of Sir 
Ponnambalam Arunachalam, another famous Tamil leader. Ramanathan 
was a nominated member of the Legislative Council  (1879-1892) 
representing  Tamils and  the Solicitor-General (1892-1906).

Ramanathan was steeped in Hindu and Christian mysticism, and became 
active in the revival of Buddhism in Ceylon. He was closely associated 
with Col. Henry Olcott [see Olcott Mawatha], the co-founder of the 
Theosophical Society, in promoting Buddhist education in schools and 
even proposed a Hindu –Buddhist College. He was also responsible for the 
Government declaring Vesak a public holiday.

Ramanathan represented Ceylon as a delegate to the Golden Jubilee 
celebrations of Queen Victoria in 1897 in London. He was described by 
Lord Salisbury as the most accomplished speaker in the British Empire.

Ramanathan became the first elected of the Legislative Council in 1911 
and continued as a member until 1921. He was the founder of Uduvil 
Ramanathan Girls College and Parameshwara College [later the University 
of Jaffna].

Following the 1915 riots he wrote a book, Riots and Martial Law in Ceylon, 
1915, which was severely critical of the British clampdown and overreaction 
which resulted in the imprisonment of senior Sinhalese leaders. D. S. 
Senanayake, the first Sri Lankan prime minister, called Ramanathan ‘the 
greatest Ceylonese of all times’, while Sir Baron Jayatilaka, the Head of the 
Cabinet in the State Council, referred to him as ‘the greatest man Ceylon 
has produced during the past 50 years.’

SULAIMAN AVENUE    Havelock Town C5
The Sulaimans were a medical family who owned Grandpass Maternity 
and Nursing Home. They lived in Ananda Coomaraswamy Mawatha 
(formerly Green Path) but may have owned land here as well. It may 
also commemorate the original Javanese owner of this land (see Jawatta 
Avenue).

SULAIMAN TERRACE    Havelock Town C5  
See Sulaiman Avenue.
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SUMANGALA ROAD    Maradana C10  
The Ven. Sri Sumangala (1827-1911) was one of the pioneers of the Buddhist 
Renaissance in the 19th century. He established the Vidyodaya Pirivena 
Maligakanda. He was one of the leading lights in the Panadura debate 
between Christian and Buddhist clergy (see Sri Gunananda Mawatha) 
which encouraged Col. Henry Steele Olcott to come to Colombo. Olcott 
learnt Buddhism and Pali under him and together they founded Ananda 
College, Colombo, Mahinda College, Galle and Dharmaraja College, Kandy.
This road leads to Sri Sumangalaramaya temple.

SUMITHRARAMA MAWATHA    Kotahena C13
This leads to the Sri Sumithraramaya temple. Su means  ‘good and mithra 
means ‘friend’.

Sumithra was the brother of King Vijaya. The king died without children 
after ruling the Island for thirty years. It was his wish that his brother 
should take his throne. The king sent his son, Pandu Vasudeva, instead 
who then became the second Sinhala king of Lanka.

SUMNER PLACE Borella    C8
John Sumner, a Birmingham grocer, set up Typhoo Tea in 1905. He 
appointed a purchasing agency to buy direct from the tea auctions in 
Colombo and did all his own blending in Ceylon. Both these strategies 
reduced costs significantly and gave Sumner more time to concentrate 
on marketing and distribution resulting in the creation of a leading mass 
market tea brand.

SUNETHRA LANE    Havelock Town C5
This is a girl’s name meaning one with an ‘appealing look’ or ‘beautiful 
eyes’.

SURANIMALA PLACE    Wellawatte C6
Suranimala was the second in command of King Dutugemunu’s army in 
the 2nd century BCE. He was one of the ten giant warriors who made a big 
contribution to King Dutugemunu’s victory over King Elara. He is said to 
have been a highly skilled swordsman.
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Suranimala fought in the decisive battle at the fortress of Vijithapura. 
He jumped the wall at the southern gate of the fortress and fought king 
Elara’s champion, Dighajantu. At this final battle Suranimala stood on 
king Dutugemunu’s left, protecting him. Ultimately, King Elara’s forces 
were defeated and Elara died in one-to-one combat with Dutugemunu.  
Not long after King Dutugemunu’s forces fought another battle against 
Bhalluka, Elara’s cousin. See Dutugemunu Street.

SUVISUDDHARAMA ROAD    Wellawatte C6  
Site of the Suvisuddharama temple.

SWARNA CHAITIYA ROAD    Grandpass C14
The site of the Swarna Jayanthi Maha Vidyalaya.

SWARNA ROAD    Wellawatte C6  
Swarna means ‘gold’.

SYMOND’S ROAD    Maradana C10  
Charles Edward Hood Symons arrived in Ceylon with the Royal Artillery 
in 1861. He served in the military until 1869 when he established himself 
as a tea broker in Colombo. He was a member of the Municipal Council 
(1880-1 and 1887-90).
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T
T. B. JAYAH MAWATHA    Maradana C10     
Old Name:  Darley Road

Dr. Tuan Branudeen Jayah (1890-1960) was a Sri Lankan Malay Muslim. 
He trained as a teacher in London and subsequently taught at the Prince 
of Wales College, Moratuwa; Dharmaraja College, Kandy; and Ananda 
College, Colombo. He also served as the the Principal of Zahira College and 
helped to develop the College by improving the quality of the teaching 
staff, opening branches in Gampaha, Alutgama and Matale, and opening 
a hostel for students. TB Jayah became the the All Island Muslim member 
in the Legislative Council (1924-1931 and 1936-1947), President of the 
All Ceylon Muslim League and an appointed member of the State Council 
(1936-1945 and 1947). 

After Independence in 1948 he was elected to Parliament and became 
Minister of Labour. He later became the Ceylonese High Commissioner 
in Pakistan. He held the Presidency of many Malay Associations, the 
community to which he belonged and whose rights and interests he fought 
for. In 1937 he famously said about the role of minority communities in a 
modern Sri Lanka: “We might stand up for our community, but it cannot be 
said that we have stood against the interests of the country as a whole. I 
have always said, and I repeat it today, that I consider the interests of the 
country as a whole, to be paramount.”

TALGAHAWATTA PARA   Havelock Town C5
The Tal, Tal-gaha or Taala tree is the Sinhala name for the palmyra palm 
(Borassus). The Palmyra has fan-shaped leaves useful for making baskets, 
hats, umbrellas and fans. It is also used as thatching and writing material. 

TANQUE SALGADO ROAD    Mutwal C15          

The ‘salty tank’. Translated into Portuguese from the Sinhala ‘Lunu Pokuna’. 
This was a salt water lagoon famous in the 19th century for the Uplands 
Tortoise, who had lived there for 100 years or more. In 1894 the tortoise 
was moved to Victoria Park. A journalist protested that moving the tortoise 
to a ‘muddy, malarious lake’ was a serious mistake: ‘As I patted him on the 
head I seemed to feel that thus was the last time I would see him.’ 

He was right.



COLOMBO JUMBO198

This area was also known as Korte Boom, meaning ‘Short Trees’ or the 
Shrubbery, because exposure to the monsoon winds and sea air stunted 
the growth of the trees. Tanque Salgado became part of the Graving docks 
and is now part of the harbour south of Prince Vijaya Quay.

TAxILA PLACE    Wellawatte C6  
Taxila was an important Hindu and Buddhist city in the Gandhara Kingdom. 
The Kingdom of Gandhara lasted from early 1000 BCE to the 1000 CE. Its 
peak period was from the 1st century to the 5th century CE under the 
Buddhist Kushan Kings. Taxila is reputed to derive its name from Taksa 
who was the great grandson of Bharata and the brother of Rama. The 
ruins of Taxila contain buildings and Buddhist stupas located over a large 
area. During the reign of Asoka, Taxila became a great Buddhist centre of 
learning

TEMPLE AVENUE    Maradana C10  
See Temple Road (Maradana)

TEMPLE LANE    Kollupitiya C3  
The site of Sri Wardhanaramya Temple.

(KHETTARAMA) TEMPLE ROAD    Maradana C10  
Leads to the Khettarama Temple.

TEMPLE ROAD    Maradana C10  
Leads to the Kuppiyawaththa Buddhist Temple.

TEMPLE ROAD    Mutwal C15          
There are three Hindu temples down this road (which merges into Whist 
Passage): a Siva Temple, Pillaiyar Kovil and the Sri Venkateswara temple.

TEMPLE ROAD    Havelock Town C5  
Leads to the Sri Siddhartharama Temple.

THALAKOTUWA GARDENS    Havelock Town C5  

Thala means ‘land’ and kotuwa means ‘enclosure’ or ‘fort’.
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THURSTAN ROAD    Havelock Town C5
New Name:  Cumaratunga Munidasa Mawatha

Rev. Joseph Thurstan built the Greek Basilica-style St. Paul’s church in 
Milagiriya which was consecrated in 1853. He ran an industrial school near 
the church for many years. The school is now known as St. Paul’s and has 
been taken over by the government. 

THIMBIRIGASYAYA LANE    Havelock Town C5
The Thimbiri tree (Diospyros malabarica) is a member of the ebony family 
and is sometimes called the Gaub Tree, River Ebony or Indian Persimmon. 
It can grow to 15-35m tall with a trunk 70cm in diameter. Its unripe fruit 
and leaves are used as a black dye or for tanning leather.

There must have been a line or plain of these on the ridge that ran from 
Narahenpita to Havelock Town (Baseline to High Level Road). It was the 
only central street in colonial times to have a Sinhala name earning it the 
nickname ‘Timber, Gas and some bloody Ayah!’

THIMBIRIGASYAYA PLACE    Havelock Town C5
See Thimbirigasyaya Lane    

THIMBIRIGASYAYA ROAD    Havelock Town C5
See Thimbirigasyaya Lane    

TICHBORNE LANE    Maradana C10  
The origin of this street name is not known, but may be named after the 
‘Tichborne Affair’, as Hulugalle suggests. This was the celebrated 19th-
century legal case which gripped the British colonial world.

Sir Roger Tichborne (1829–?) went missing following a shipwreck in 1854. 
His family, eager to find their son, followed a lead that suggested that he 
may have found his way to Australia. They advertised in the Australian 
newspapers and a butcher called Thomas Castro came forward in 1866 
claiming to be Roger Tichborne. 

Only Lady Tichborne accepted him, the rest of the family were convinced 
he was an imposter and followed the alternative line that he was Arthur 
Orton (1834–?), a butcher’s son from Wapping in London who had 
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emigrated. In 1875 a court declared the Tichborne claimant to be a fraud 
and sentenced him to 14 years in jail. He was released in 1884 and in 1895 
admitted to being Arthur Orton, but withdrew this confession almost 
immediately and there will always be some doubt over his true identity.

Although it might sound a little strange to name a street after such an 
event, it is interesting to note that there is a Tichborne Street in Brighton 
and a Claimant Place in Penang, both named after this famous case.

Another line of enquiry led me to Tichborne Hall in Maradana where 
Tichborne Lane is, opposite Ananda College. The building was at one time 
Sanghamitta College, a girls’ school. 

The school was said to be haunted by a ghost of a former headmistress 
who had drowned in a well. The Australian lady who had accepted the post 
had only survived a few months. Maybe she was suffering from loneliness 
and depression and committed suicide. The school closed after this and 
then relocated to Punchi Borella. Since the school post-dated the legal 
case the Hall was named after the street rather than the other way round. 

Tichborne Hall went on to become the offices and printing works of the 
Daily News and the Ceylonese. 

TICHBORNE PASSAGE    Maradana C10  
See Tichborne Lane.

TICKELL ROAD    Borella C8 
R. Eustace Tickell was an engineer who started his career by working on 
the Stockton and Middlesborough Waterworks in 1897. Soon after he 
started work on a water supply project in Birmingham. His major project, 
though, was the Pen-Y-Garreg dam in the Elan Valley in Wales. 600ft long 
and 140ft high it was the highest dam in Europe at the time. 

In 1902 he joined Colombo Municipal Council as Chief Resident Engineer 
and started work on the Rs. 2.6m Colombo Drainage Works, a scheme to 
channel drainage heading for the harbour into a sewer system terminating 
at the Kelani Ganga with a series of septic tanks. 

Before this there was no drainage system in Colombo and waste water 
carried in open drains was emptied straight into the harbour.
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TISSA ROAD    Wellawatte C6  
King Devanampiya (‘dear to the gods’) Tissa was the king who first welcomed 
Buddhism to Sri Lanka. He ruled from Anuradhapura (307-267BCE). When 
Mahinda, son of Emperor Ashoka and his Buddhist missionary, came to Sri 
Lanka the king was on a deer hunt on the full moon (poya) day of Poson. 
Mahinda asked him a series of riddles to check if he was ready to hear 
the dharma or ‘teaching’. The site of Tissa’s conversion was the Missaka 
mountain, now called Mihintale, one of the most important pilgrimage 
sites in Sri Lanka.

TORRINTON AVENUE    Cinnamon Gardens C7
George Byng, 7th Viscount Torrington (1812-1884) was the Governor 
of Ceylon 1847-1850. He arrived in Ceylon with no experience of public 
administration. He enforced a law removing all ‘intruding’ verandahs 
which narrowed the streets without compensation or appeal. He also 
imposed a series of new taxes to make up lost revenue from the coffee 
slump. His attitude alienated Europeans and Burghers alike who resented 
the ‘tactless, arrogant and hot tempered’ way in which their grievances 
were dealt with.

After the 1848 disturbances by the local population, many with concerns 
that needed to be listened to, he imposed martial law resulting in the 
execution of about 200 ‘alleged’ rebels, public floggings and imprisonment. 
This action was taken against the advice of Sir Anthony Oliphant, the 
Chief Justice, who threatened to resign if one more ‘rebel’ was executed. 
There was no conspiracy or planning to the ‘rebellion’, he said, and the 
proclamation of martial law was a totally unnecessary measure imposed 
by an inexperienced Governor. A parliamentary commission reviewed 
the evidence and resulted in the recall of the ‘cruel and incompetent’ 
Governor and the Colonial Secretary, Sir Emerson Tennent. 

Sadly Torrinton, with the missing ‘g’, seems to have become a permanent 
feature. But maybe the road is ripe for a name change. 

TRELAWNEY PLACE    Bambalapitiya C4  
Trelawney is a Cornish name. Its most famous holder was Sir Jonathan 
Trelawny (1650 - 1721), Bishop of Bristol, who was imprisoned in the Tower 
of London in 1688 for sedition following his public protest against senior 
royal appointments for Catholics. He was acquitted, but his imprisonment 
and trial were important events preceding the ‘Glorious Revolution’ when 
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William of Orange, a Protestant, replaced James II, a Catholic, on the 
throne of England. Trelawney later became the Bishop of Exeter and then 
the Bishop of Winchester.

TURNOUR ROAD    Borella C8 
George Turnour (1799-1843) started the long process of translating the 
Mahavamsa chronicle on the foundation of a tika or commentary he 
discovered at Mulgirigalla, near Tangalle. Although he was fluent in Sinhala 
he had to translate from Pali, a dead language, relying on building up his 
own grammar and vocabulary of the language. It took him ten years to 
complete the first thirty ‘books’ which he published in 1836 as ‘An epitome 
of the history of Ceylon, compiled from native annals; and the first twenty 
chapters of the Mahawanso [by Mahanama]’. He was the first to correctly 
identify Ashoka as the author of the the Pillar edicts. The Turnour Prize at 
Royal College Colombo is named after him.

He joined the Ceylon Civil Service in 1818 and and was a member of the 
Supreme Council of Ceylon. He retired due to ill-health in 1841. 
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U
UMBICHY  PLACE    Pettah C11
Poothan Boothil Umbichy arrived in Colombo from Calicut (Kozhikode) in 
northern Kerala in the late 19th century. He worked as a teenage labourer 
in the dry fish market and, with a small loan of Rs.100, set up his own 
business. This expanded and he was rewarded by being appointed as the 
agent of the Maldivian government. The business then diversified into 
shipping and fertilisers. As a philanthropist he donated land for Ratmalana 
airport as well as millions of rupees for mosques, community halls and for 
blocks of classrooms at Zahira College.

UNION PLACE    Slave Island C2  
New Name: Colvin R. de Silva Mawatha

The largest ‘island’ of the Beira Lake, ‘Slave Island’, was connected by a 
road to the mainland by filling in a section somewhere where the present 
Union Place is. However, Slave Island retained its original name.

UNITY PLACE    Kollupitiya C3  
The name may come simply as the result of two roads being joined 
(Flower Terrace and Inner Flower Road), in a similar way to Union Place 
(see above). The girl’s name is much less likely.

UPATISSA ROAD    Bambalapitiya C4  
Upatissa was Purohita to and a Chief government minister under King 
Vijaya of Sri Lanka. He built a city, Upatissa Nuwara, named after himself, 
which became the second Sinhalese kingdom in Sri Lanka. King Vijaya died 
without children and Upatissa ruled as Regent until Panduvasudeva, the 
son of Vijaya’s brother, arrived to assume the throne.

UPPER ST. ANDREW’S PLACE    Mutwal C15          
See St. Andrew’s Road.
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V
VAJIRA LANE    Bambalapitiya C4  
Vajira in Pali means both ‘diamond’ and ‘thunderbolt’ and can refer to 
spiritual power and resolve.

Vajira Lane is the site of Vajiraramaya temple founded by Ven. Pelene 
Vajiragnana Maha Nayake Thera (1878-1955), who was its chief monk. 
He was a great Buddhist educator and publicist. In 1928 he delivered the 
ever Buddhist sermon on the radio, he edited a monthly magazine called 
Bauddha Lamaya and set up a Dhamma school.

Vajira was a Buddhist nun mentioned in the Samyutta Nikaya. While 
meditating she was confronted by Mara who asked her what the origin of 
her soul was.

She answered by comparing it to a chariot; showing her understanding of 
the Buddha’s teaching  that it was neither permanent nor unitary. Each 
person, like each chariot, is a compound and no compound can be an 
individual self.

VAJIRA ROAD    Bambalapitiya C4  
See Vajira Lane

VAJIRASHRAMA MAWATHA    Maradana C10  
This is the site of the Sri Vajirasramaya temple. See Vajira Road.
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VAUxHALL LANE    Slave Island C2  
Vauxhall takes its name from Falkes de Breauté (died 1266), the head of 
King John’s mercenaries, who owned a large house in the area of London 
which was referred to as Faulke’s Hall, later Foxhall, and eventually 
Vauxhall. When Westminster Bridge was built in the 1740s the area too 
became known by this name.

The Russian word for a central railway station is вокзал (vokzal). A Russian 
delegation inspecting the new London and South Western Railway in 1840 
thought ‘Vauxhall’ was the word for station. 

J. Murray Robertson came to Ceylon as the agent and manager of Baring 
Brothers of London who had invested large sums in Ceylon. In 1849 he  
founded the firm of J. M. Robertson & Co. which had a large coffee-curing 
and oil business at Vauxhall Mills (Slave Island), presumably named after 
this area of London.  Since Wilson, Archer & Co were a Vauxhall-based 
firm (see Belmont Street and Wilson Street) and owned Belmont Mills in 
nearby Hulftsdorp it is likely that the name originated from them .

VAUxHALL STREET    Slave Island C2  
See Vauxhall Lane.

VAVERSET PLACE    Wellawatte C6  
Coconuts were first introduced as an ingredient of confectionery products 
in the United Kingdom, during the late 1870’s. To meet demand, shipments 
of coconuts were produced and supplied by Ceylon (now Sri Lanka), then 
an English colony, where there was an abundance of coconut palm trees. 
Handling and distribution of the raw material in the form of whole nuts 
posed a challenge, however. Shipping halfway around the globe left the 
coconuts prone to spoilage.

Rising to the challenge in 1888, an enterprising Englishman named Henry 
Vavasseur conducted experiments on a tea leaf dryer with the objective of 
preserving the coconut meat for transport. Through his pioneering efforts, 
the desiccated coconut was born.

Vavasseur introduced Black V, the very first desiccated coconut brand in 
England. The brand was an instant success and commercial production 
in Ceylon grew rapidly. Black V successfully penetrated other European 
countries and before the turn of the century, was introduced into the 
United States. Is this street name a corruption of Vavasseur?
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VELLON’S PASSAGE    Slave Island C2  
Vellón  coins were minted in an alloy of copper and/or  silver in Spain in 
the 16th to 18th centuries. 

Vellon coinage circulated wherever Spain had political or commercial 
interests and control: Latin America, Western Europe (especially the 
Netherlands, Germany, Italy and Portugal). 

The vellons had a much higher face value than their constituent metals, 
tempting governments and smugglers alike to debase the coinage or 
produce counterfeits. This led to serious inflation throughout Spanish 
territories and trading zones in the 17th century.

The Spanish word  is a modification of the French ‘billion’ (an alloyed coin) 
which itself is derived from the French  ‘billet’ (a ‘note’ or ‘bill’) which 
carried the further meaning of an official note  directing that soldiers be 
provided with board and lodging.

VELUWANA PLACE    Dematagoda C9  
See Veluwana Road.

VELUWANA ROAD    Dematagoda C9  
When the Buddha first visited Rajagaha, the pleasure garden of King 
Bimbisara, after his Enlightenment, he accepted the king’s offer of a place 
to live.

They decided on the park at Veluvana, as a suitable place for the first 
aramaya/ temple/shrine. Mahinda used this as an example when he 
accepted a gift of land from Devānampiyatissa.  

Veluwana College in Dematagoda was established in May 1, 1952 by the 
Buddhist Society led by Veluwanarama temple

VELUWANA TERRACE    Dematagoda C9  

See Veluwana Road.

VELUWANARAMA ROAD    Wellawatte C6  

See Veluwana Road.
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VEN. PELPOLA VIPPASI HIMI MAWATHA    Borella C8
Old Name:  Model Farm Road

Despite some initial protests the road name was changed in March 1999. 
Ven. Pelpola Vipassi Himi was a local monk with powerful political backing 
and Japanese sponsors. He donated large sums of money through the 
Pelpola Vipassi Foundation. Sponsored projects included temple-building, 
the Vijaya Memorial Hospital in Seeduwa, wheelchairs for the disabled, 
drinking water/sanitation works in Hambantota and a free Nursery in the 
Japan-Sri Lanka Friendship Temple. He donated Rs. 30m for the Golden 
Canopy (Ran Viyana) at the Sri Dalada Maligawa (Sacred Tooth Relic).

VEN. S. MAHINDA PLACE    Maradana C10  
Sikkim Mahinda (1901-51), commonly known as S. Mahinda, was a 
Buddhist monk who promoted the Sri Lankan independence movement. 
Although he was from from Sikkim he is often said to be Tibetan because 
it is far more likely that people would have heard of Tibet. He was a poet 
and author, and having learnt the Sinhala language he produced several 
patriotic literary works. He is treated as a national hero and he was 
imprisoned twice by the British. 

VIDYA MAWATHA    Cinnamon Gardens C7
Vidya in Sanskrit means ‘learning’ or ‘knowledge’. Down this street you will 
find The National Science Foundation, the Department of Meteorology, 
the National Institute of Business Management, the Sri Lanka Institute of 
Architects, the Institution of Engineers and the Sri Lankan Association for 
the Advancement of Science. A knowledgeable bunch to justify a learned 
name.

VIDYALAYA PLACE    Maradana C10  
This is on the other side of the road from Gothami Balika Vidyalaya school 
and is part of the Ananda College complex.

VIJAYA KUMARATHUNGA MAWATHA    Havelock Town C5  
Kovilage Anton Vijaya Kumaranatunga (1945-1988) was a Sri Lankan film 
actor and politician. He was married to Chandrika Kumaratunga from 1978 
until his assassination in 1988. She became President of Sri Lanka (1994-
2005). He acted in 114 films and won several awards. He was voted the 
most popular actor in Sri Lanka from (1983-1988). 
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His political life started in the left-wing Lanka Sama Samaja Party. He later 
joined the Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP) and was active in the presidential 
campaign of Hector Kobbekaduwa in 1982. After the election, he was jailed 
under the emergency regulations by J.R. Jayawardena for allegedly being a 
‘Naxalite‘ (a rural, Maoist, Marxist-Leninist ideology associated with Indian 
insurgency but unknown in Sri Lanka), but he was never charged.

He founded the Sri Lanka Mahajana Party (SLMP) in 1984. He and his party 
argued for peace in the then ongoing civil war in Sri Lanka. He was shot in 
the head with a Type 56 Assault rifle outside his residence in the outskirts 
of Colombo on February 16, 1988 by Lionel Ranasinghe (alias Gamini) 
who later confessed to the murder upon being questioned by the Criminal 
Investigation Department (CID).

Ranasinghe, in a 141 page statement, confessed that he was merely 
carrying out orders given to him by the JVP (Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna 
or ‘People’s Liberation Front’), an armed nationalist and revolutionary 
organization which was responsible for  a series of assassinations during 
the late 1980s. 

VIJAYA ROAD    Wellawatte C6  
This road leads to the Vijayaramaya temple. Vijaya means ‘victory’. It is 
also the name of the founding prince of the Sinhalese, a story told in the 
Mahavamsa.

VIJITHA LANE    Wellawatte C6  
Vijitha means ‘victorious’ or ‘triumphant’ and is a common boy’s name. 

The Battle of Vijithapura was a battle in the campaign fought between the 
troops of King Dutthagamani and King Elara (see Dutugemunu Street). The 
battle was fought following Dutthagamani’s long march from the South 
and a series of battles which resulted in his capture of key forts and cities.

The battle consisted of a four month siege followed by an all-out assault. 
The chronicles, especially the Mahavamsa, describe in detail the exploits 
of Dutthagamani’s ten champions. The battle ended in a victory for 
Dutthagamani which seriously weakened Elara’s army, leading to his final 
defeat and death. The exact location of Vijithapura is unknown. 



COLOMBO JUMBO209

VINAYALANKARA MAWATHA    Maradana C10  
There are five Burmese temples in Sri Lanka one is the Sri Vinayalankara 
in Maradana. The Vinaya (a word in Pali /Sanskrit meaning  ‘leading out’, 
‘education’, ‘discipline’) is the regulatory framework for the Buddhist 
monastic community, or sangha, based on the canonical texts called 
Vinaya Pitaka.

VINCENT STREET    Colombo 12
New Name:  Abdul Hamid Street

D J Vincent was the Head Clerk of Stores in the Public Works Department 
in 1879.

VINCENT SQUARE    Grandpass C14
See M. Vincent Perera Mawatha.

VINE STREET    Mutwal C15    
Old Names:  Sri Pannananda Mawatha, S.D Fernando Mawatha    

Frank Vine was an engineer in the Public Works Department in the 
1870s/80s.

VIPULASENA MAWATHA    Maradana C10  
Vipula means ‘abundant’ and sena means ‘army.’

VISAKA ROAD    Bambalapitiya C4  
Visakha was one of the leading female disciples of the Buddha.  She was a 
millionaire’s daughter. She met the Buddha when she was only seven. She 
built a monastery for the Buddha and his monks and they spent six rainy 
seasons there.

Visakha Vidyalaya Buddhist Girls’ School was established founded in 1917 
in Turret Road. In 1927 it moved to its present premises in Vajira Road, 
Colombo and was named Visakha Vidyalaya (Visakha College) by Lady 
Herbert Stanley, the wife of the Governor of Ceylon at that time. 

Their motto is: Pannaya Parisujjhati,  ‘by wisdom is one cleansed.’
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VITHANAGE MAWATHA     Slave Island C2
Vithanage as a –ge or family name denotes a civil officer who had a lot of 
power locally

VIVEKANANDA AVENUE    Wellawatte C6  
See Ramakrishna Avenue.

VIVEKANANDA HILL    Kotahena C13
The hill that leads up to Wolfendhal Church, now next to Vivekananda 
College. See Ramakrishna Avenue.

VIVEKANANDA ROAD    Wellawatte C6  
See Ramakrishna Avenue.

VYSTWYKE ROAD    Mutwal C15          
Petrus Vuyst was the Dutch Governor of Ceylon (1726-29). When he 
arrived in Ceylon the first thing he did was to put a plaster over one eye to 
show that he didn’t need both to rule a country so small. 

Vuyst built Aluthmawatha Road, a long road and still one of the longest in 
Colombo. But there was a problem. There was no road to allow the stones 
to be carried by cart. His solution was to bring the stones down from the 
Fort by lining up rows of workers who had to pass them hand to hand. 
This road was built, it is said, so he could get a better view of the Colombo 
harbour from a little hill called Buona Vista.

He coveted a house occupied one of his army Lieutenants and wanted 
to buy it off him. When the Lieutenant refused to move he tortured and 
killed him and then shot the owner of the house too.

He then burnt the house down and erected an inscribed pillar as a reminder 
to everyone of what would happen to them if they got in his way.

He was feared for his cruel treatment of servants and subordinates. He 
pulled out finger nails and dripped hot sealing wax onto the bleeding 
wounds. Some even accused him of cannibalism and sending his Malay 
servant out to kidnap unsuspecting villagers.
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The Dutch authorities soon heard about Vuyst’s atrocities. He was arrested 
and taken to Batavia where he was decapitated, quartered, and burnt; and 
his ashes thrown into the sea. All this, it is said, took place within sight of 
the ship bringing his wife back from Holland who had managed to get a 
reprieve.

The pillar was removed and the land was given back to the family of the 
owner of the house.  When the new house was built a plaque was placed 
on its wall with words in Dutch. Its English translation reads ‘Destroyed by 
might/Restored by right’.

Vuystwyke still harbours the souls of Vuyst’s victims whose bones were 
dug up by the pool in the grounds and who, it is said, can be heard moaning 
day and night.
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W
W. A. SILVA MAWATHA    Wellawatte C6  
Wellawattearatchige Abraham Silva, novelist, was born in 1890 in his 
ancestral home, ‘Silvermere’, at No 126, W.A.Silva Mawatha, (formerly 
called High Street, Wellawatte). 

He wrote his first novel at the age of seventeen. Fifteen years later he 
published his second novel ‘Lakshmi’ (1922). In the following decade he 
wrote more than a dozen novels including ‘Kele Handha’ (1933), the first 
Sinhala novel to be filmed. His novels covered many genres:  mystery, 
history, romance and crime.

He was also the Editor of well-known magazines and weekly newspapers, 
but his magnum opus was a translation into Sinhala of Valmiki’s ‘Ramayana’. 

In addition to a street name the government issued a stamp in his honour.

W. A. D. RAMANAYAKE MAWATHA    Slave Island C2
Old Name: Alston Place  

Dr. W.A.D. Ramanayake was an architect and a member of  the Colombo 
Municipal Council for Hunupitiya Ward 1954-6 and again from 1963. 

WALL’S LANE    Mutwal C15

See Wall Street.

WALL STREET    Kotahena C13
New Name: St. Benedicts Street 

The memorial fountain next to De Soysa Circus commemorates George 
Wall (1820-94).

He arrived in Ceylon as an agent for several coffee estates. In 1854 he 
founded the firm George Wall & Co. Following the Hemileia vastatrix 
coffee blight he lost the cash advances he had made to planters and lost 
his personal fortune when the company went bankrupt in 1879.

He chaired the Planters’ Association of Ceylon ten times and was a member 
of the Legislative Council. He campaigned vigorously on behalf of planters 
and almost single-handedly forced a repeal of the Paddy Tax.
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His final and lasting contribution was as Editor of the Ceylon Independent, 
a post he held until his death.

The fountain, funded by public subscription, has an inscription which 
reads: ‘George Wall-Philanthropist-1820-1894’.

WALUKARAMA ROAD    Kollupitiya C3  
The Walukaramaya temple was founded in 1841 by the Ven. Panditha 
Valane Sri Siddhatta Maha Nayake Thera.

WARD PLACE    Cinnamon Gardens C7
Sir Henry George Ward was Governor of Ceylon (1855-1860). His period 
of office was marked by a return to road building and the initiation 
of important irrigation works. This included a road 769 miles long 
circumnavigating the island and the restoration of much of the original 
Dutch canal system. Ward revived the idea of a railway network to be 
funded by a short-term export duty on coffee. He explained the difficulty 
of railway finance to the Legislative Council in 1855: ‘To have a railway 
you must have a loan. The interest of that loan must be guaranteed by 
the Colonial Government, not out of the general revenue for that cannot 
be done...but out of fresh taxation. That taxation must provide interest at 
6% upon whatever sum you may require for a term of 20-25 years, against 
which however you will have to set the railway receipts as soon as the line 
is opened.’

However, his initial foray into rail construction in 1858 was a financial 
disaster and it was only in 1863 that the rail project started in earnest. 

He may, however, be primarily remembered for designing and laying out 
Galle Face Green. See Galle Face Centre Road.

WASALA ROAD    Kotahena C13
Henry Aloysius Perera (Seneviratne Abeyesinghe Palhiyawardena 
Wijeyegunawardena) (1855-1918), Gate Mudaliyar and Colombo 
Mudaliyar, was a wealthy land owner who lived at Wasala Walauwe in 
Kotahena. Wasala means ‘palace’ or ‘castle’ and Walauwe is a ‘manor 
house’ or ‘mansion.’ Henry Perera was one of a group of three benefactors 
who had a new set of bells for St. Lucia’s Cathedral manufactured and 
transported from a foundry in France.  He had 16 children.    
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WEKANDA (Jumma Masjid) ROAD    Slave Island C2  
Wekanda in Sinhala means ‘lake’. This refers to the area and the street 
bordering the north bank of Beira Lake. It was also the site of the Wekande 
Mills owned by Geo. Steuart & Co.

In 1783 a Javanese, Pandan Balie, donated land in Wekanda, Colombo to 
build a Malay Mosque. The Jummah Masjid (Mosque) was built in 1786.

WHARF ROAD    Fort C1
A wharf is a mooring where a ship can be loaded or unloaded. This road 
leads to the main jetties and quays at the harbour.

WHIST PASSAGE    Mutwal C15          
The Auditor General, Henry Augustus Marshall (1777-1841), joined the 
Ceylon Civil Service in 1798. He accompanied the first Governor, Frederick 
North, to the Island and never returned to England.

He built three large residences: Rock House, Whist Bungalow and Modera 
House. Marshall held whist parties, drinking bouts and dinners for officers 
and the social elite of Colombo on Sunday evenings. 

Cordiner describes the Whist Club as follows: ‘The bungalow where it 
is held is beautifully situated about four miles north-east of Colombo, 
at the mouth of the Calanyganga, which there receives the name of 
Mootwal. The club consists of twelve members, chosen from among the 
most respectable inhabitants of the place. They give dinners in rotation, 
and generously invite twelve strangers. Some of the members, whose 
characters are celebrated for extensive hospitality, assemble a still greater 
number of guests.

‘The entertainment is always liberal, and the assembly never fails to be 
animated with the highest share of convivial delight. The company repairs 
to the villa about one o’clock in the afternoon, and play cards, read, or 
otherwise enjoy the country until four, when dinner is announced. At 
half-past five, or at six o’clock, they rise from table, make a circuit in their 
carriages or on horseback, and reach their respective houses before it is 
dark.’

The next owner, Sir Richard Morgan, Supreme Court Judge, spent a large 
part of his fortune in extending the bungalow and creating a magnificent 
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garden. He spent large sums of money on lavish re-decoration and 
refurbishment, profligacy that nearly bankrupted him. It is said that his 
unsettled spirit has haunted the place ever since. 

Today the property is known as the ‘Pradeepa Hall’. It is hired out for 
functions and is used mostly by the residents of the area for their weddings 
and other functions

WIJERAMA MAWATHA    Cinnamon Gardens C7
Old Name:  McCarthy Road

Dr. E. M. Wijerama was a leading consultant at the General Hospital, 
Colombo. He was President of the Ceylon Medical Association and the 
first President of Ceylon College of Physicians.

In 1967 he donated his house in MacCarthy Road as an HQ for the Ceylon 
Medical Association. The house and the road were named in his honour. 

WILLIAMS AVENUE    Wellawatte C6  
G.S Williams was Principal Collector of Customs and Chairman Colombo 
Municipal Council 1886-7.

WILSON LANE    Mutwal C15          
David Wilson (see Belmont Street and Wilson Street), a Legislative Council 
member lived at Clive Lodge, Modera.

WILSON STREET    Hulftsdorf C12
The market needed a mid-priced candle that gave a brighter cleaner light 
than tallow but was not as expensive as beeswax. That’s what William 
Wilson and Benjamin Lancaster offered in 1830 when they set up Edward 
Price & Co, a company making candles from Ceylonese coconuts. 

They had a candle factory at Vauxhall West London, a crushing mill just 
up river at Belmont Works, Battersea and over 1,000 acres of coconut 
plantation in Sri Lanka. The name Edward Price & Co. was invented to set 
up the new business and was run by William’s sons, James and George. 
Price’s Candles are still doing good business to this day. 

David and Alexander, two other sons, set up the Mills in Ceylon and 
diversified into other non-candlemaking activities. See Belmont Street and 
Wilson Lane.
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WOLFENDHAL LANE    Kotahena C13
The Wolfendhal church was built on a site which had previously been 
occupied by a Portuguese church dedicated to Our Lady of Guadeloupe, a 
celebrated Roman Catholic icon of the Virgin Mary based on a miraculous 
visitation in Mexico in the 17th century. 

Fr. S.G. Perera suggests a rather complex derivation from the original 
Portuguese: ‘..the place was known as Guadeloupe which in Sinhala mouths 
became adirippu (palliya). The Dutch turned it into Agadalapa, Acqua Di 
Lupo and Agoa de Lupo and finally they translated it into Wolfendhal.’ The 
name, ‘dale of wolves’, was adopted because of a mistaken identification 
of the wild jackals in the Colombo suburbs with wolves 

This lane leads to the old Wolfendhal Street and is situated opposite the 
Wolfendhal Girls’ School.
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Y
YORK STREET    Fort C1
This was possibly named after the Duke of York (see Duke Street) or maybe 
after the English city.

The brick red building of Cargills, one of Ceylon’s very first department 
stores, is located on York Street between Prince Street and Chatham 
Street. Cargills was established in 1844. 

In the Portuguese period this was simply a waterway to drain rainwater 
from the city to the sea beyond.

Z
ZALESKI PLACE    Maradana C10     
New Name: K. Abeysekara Mawatha    

Vladislaw Michal Zaleski (1852-1925) was titular Archbishop of Thebes 
and apostolic delegate for the ‘East Indies’ 1892-1916. He opened a 
Papal seminary in Kandy and created the first Indian bishops. Zaleski 
died in Rome but his remains were interred in this seminary following its 
relocation to Pune in India. 

ZAVIA LANE    Mutwal C15          
Site of the Zavia mosque. Zavia means a ‘mosque’ or ‘prayer room’, so this 
is Mosque Lane. 

ZAVIA MOSQUE ROAD    Maradana C10     
Another mosque. Zavia means ‘mosque’, so this is Mosque Mosque Road.
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0LD NAME NE W NAME
OLD NAME NEW NAME DATE ZONE

Albert Road (Sri) Dharmakirthiyarama Road 3

Albion Road Sri Dharmarama Road 1961 9

Alexandra Place C W W Kannagara Mawatha 7

Alston Place W A D Ramanayake Mawatha 2

Aluthmawatha Lane Joseph Dias Mawatha 1965 15

Aluthmawatha Road 
(Part)

H Joe Perera Mawatha 15

Ambalama Road Jinananda Mawatha 1956 13

Aramaya Lane/Cork 
Lane

Seelaratne Lane 1967 9

Arbuthnot Street Chandraleka Mawatha 1961 8

Armour Street Sri Sumanatissa Mawatha 1962 12

Arthur de Silva 
Mawatha

Bloemendhal 1956 13

Avondale Road S Mahinda Mawatha

Avondale Road Ven S Mahinda Place 10

Baillie Street Mudalige Mawatha 1

Bambalapitiya Road 
(Part)

Bambalapitiya Drive 1965 4

Barber Street Maha Vidyalaya Mawatha 13

Baseline Avenue Sri Nigrodharama Mawatha 1970 15

Baseline Road (1) Danister de Silva Mawatha 1965 9

Baseline Road (2) D S Senanayake Mawatha 1961 8

Blake Road Ruhunu Kala Mawatha 8

Bloemendhal Road K Cyril C Perera Mawatha 1964 13

Borella Place Lakshmi Gardens 8
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Bridge Street Justice Akbar Mawatha 1967 2

Brownrigg Road Keppettipola Road 1966 5

Bullers Road Bauddhaloka Mawatha 1956 7

Butcher’s Street I X Pereira Street 11

Campbell Avenue Sri Dhamma Mawatha 10

Campbell Place Ananda Rajakaruna Mawatha 10

Captain’s Garden 
Road

Kovil Veediya 10

Cattle Mart Lane Baseline Place 1956 9

Cattle Mart Road Baseline Lane 1956 9

Central Road Mohamed Zain Mawatha 12

Chapel Place Khettarama Temple Road 1960 10

Chekku Street Sri Kathiresan Street 1961 13

Church Road
Sir Mohamed Macan Maker 
Mawatha

1961 2

Circular Road F R Senanayake Mawatha 1956 7

Clifford Road
Colonel T G Jayawardena 
Mawatha

1968 3

Cotta Road Dr N M Perera Mawatha 8

Daniels Road Dhawalasingharama Mawatha 1956 15

Darley Road T B Jayah Road 1961 10

Dawson Road Amarasekara Mawatha 5

De Mel Street Sir Henry de Mel Mawatha 2

Deans Road
Baddegama Wimalawansa 
Mawatha

1950 10

Dehiwala Canal Bank Veluvanaramaya Road 1961 6

Dematagoda Road Sri Vijiragnana Mawatha 1962 9

Dematagoda Road 
(Part)

N M Ishak Mawatha 1967

Destructor Road Mahakumarage Road 1962 14

Destructor Road Nagaspura Mawatha ?
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Dharmapala 
Mawatha 
Paranawadiya

Ananda Mawatha 1959 10

Drieberg’s Avenue Jayantha Weerasekara Mawatha 1961 10

Duplication Road R A de Mel Mawatha 1965 3

Edinburgh Crescent Sir Marcus Fernando Road 7

Floor’s Passage Zavia Mosque Road
1952-
3

10

Floors Lane Qurashani Maulana Lane 1965 9

Flower Road Sir Ernest de Silva Mawatha 1957 7

Forbes Road Devanampiyatissa Road 1960 10

Forty First Lane Dr. E A Cooray Mawatha 1968 6

Galkapanawatte 
Lane

Gemunu Patu Mawatha 1961 14

Galle Road to 
Hampden Lane

Rajaguru Sri Subhuti Road 6

Gasworks Street Bodhiraja Mawatha 1969 11

General’s Lake Road Sir James Peris Mawatha 1961 2

Grandpass Road M Vincent Perera Mawatha 14

Grandpass Road 
(Part)

Dr. Britto Babapulle Road 1962

Green Path 
Ananda Coomaraswamy 
Mawatha

7

Green Street Sangamitta Mawatha 1956 13

Greenlands Road Isipathana Mawatha 1959 5

Guildford Crescent
Dr Premasiri Kemadasa 
Mawatha

2010 7

Gunasekara Lane Park Avenue 8

Hampden Place Pinto Place 1965 6
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Havelock Road
Sri Sambuddhathwa Jayanthi 
Mawatha

2011 5

High Street W A de Silva Mawatha. 1961 6

Hill Street Vivekananda Hill 1955 13

Horton Place (Part) Rajakeeya Mawatha 1962 7

Hunupitiya Lake 
Road

Sri Jinaratna Road 2

Ingram Road Sri Saddharma Mawatha 1957 10

Ingram Street Masjid Jamiah Road 1964 2

Jampettah Street K B Christy Perera Mawatha 1998 13

Jefferson Street (Sri) Sugathodaya Mawatha 2

K. Cyril C. Perera Bloemendhal Road 1964 13

Kafferman’s Lane Kirthi Lane 1956 11

Kaffir’s Lane Kosala Lane 1956 11

Kanatte Road D S Senanayake Mawatha 1961 8

Kew Lane Bahjathul Asrar Lane 1965 2

Khettarama 
Mawatha

Vincent Square 1961 14

Kirillapone Canal 
Bank

Dhammarama Road 6

Kirillapone 
Nugegoda Road

Poorwarama Road 1961 6

Kirillapone Station 
Road

D M Colombage Mawatha 6

Kochchikade Street St. Anthony’s Mawatha 1956 13

Kollupitiya Lane St. Anthony’s Mawatha 13

Kongaha Place Peiris Mawatha 1956 15

Korteboam Street Srimath Ramananthan Mawatha 1965 5

Kuppiyawatte Lane Bodhirajarama Patumaga 1961 9

Kuruwe Street Husainiya Street 1961 12

Lake Road Baladaksa Mawatha 1965 6
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Lascaren Street Sri Sivananda Veediya 1967 13

Layards Broadway 
(Part)

Jethawana Road 14

Lockgate Lane (Sri) Piyadarsana Mawatha 1959 10

Longden Place Malalasekera Mawatha 7

Longden Terrace Malalasekera Pedesa 7

Low Level Road Avissawella Road 14

Mahawatte Lane Muhandiram E D Dabare Lane 1970 5

Mahawatte Road Jayantha Mallimarachchi Road 1990 14

Mahawatte Road Muhandiram E D Dabare Road 1970 5

Maligakanda Road
Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala 
Nahimi Mawatha

10

Maligawatte Jumma 
Masjid Road

Maligawatte Road 1957 10

Maradana Road (1) Gnanartha Pradeepaya Road 10

Maradana Road (2) Kularatne Mawatha 10

Maradana Road (3) Orabi Pasha Mawatha 1983 10

Marine Drive Colombo Plan Road 2011 1-6

Mart Place Veluwana Place 1956 15

Mart Terrace Veluwana Terrace 1956 15

McCallum Road D R Wijewardene Mawatha 1965 10

McCarthy Road Wijerama Mawaatha 1968 13

Messenger Street (1) M J M Laffir Mawatha 1981 10

Messenger Street (2) Mill Street 10

Mill Bank Place Sri Sugathawansa Mawatha 1967 10

Model Farm Road
Ven Pelpola Vipassi Himi 
Mawatha

8

Modera Lane
(Mudalindu) John Rodrigo 
Mawatha

1967 15

Mosque Lane 2 Ghouse Mohideen Mawatha 12



COLOMBO JUMBO230

Mt. Mary Road J D Fernando Mawatha 1960 10

Mutwal Sreet Muthuwella Mawatha 1968 13

Narahenpitiya Road Elvitigala Mawatha 1961 8

Nathaniels Place Vajirashrama Mawatha 1966 10

New Road Navam Mawatha 1987

New Road (Part) Jubilee Mawatha 1986 15

New Road (Part) Perahera Mawatha 1987 2

Norris Canal Road Professor Nandadasa Kodagoda 2009 10

Norris Road Olcott Mawatha 1965 10

Nugagahawatta 
Road

Lionel Edirisinghe Mawatha 5

Old Quarry Road Robert Gunawardena Mawatha 1972 6

Pansala Road Paramananda Vihara Mawatha 14

Paradise Place Sri Bodhiraja Pedesa 1967 12

Parsons Road
Sir Chittampalam Gardiner 
Mawatha

1962 15

Pasbetal Road Sri Wickrema Mawatha 1961 15

Pathiba Road (Part) Daniels Avenue 1960 5

Pendennis Avenue Abdul Caffoor Mawatha 3

Perth Road Sri Mahinda Dharma Mawatha 1967 9

Piachauds Lane Mohideen Masjid Road 1956 10

Piachauds Passage Mohideen Masjid Lane 1961 10

Polhengoda Road Vijaya Kumaranatunga Mawatha 1962 5

Prince of Wales 
Avenue

Sirimavo Bandaranaike Mawatha 14

Prince Street Sir Baron Jayathilake Mawatha 5

Queen Street Janadhipathi Mawatha 11

R A de Mel Mawatha 
(Part)

Sri Uttarananda Mawatha 3
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Racecourse Avenue Rajakeeya Avenue 1962

Ramsay Road Vithanage Mawatha 2

Reclamation Road N H M Abdul Cader Road 1961 11

Reid Avenue Philip Gunawardena Avenue 2009 7

Rifle Street Justice Akbar Mawatha 1967 2

Rodney Place B J Fernando 1968 8

Rosmead Place 
(Part)

Arcadia Gardens 1966 7

Ruddes Lane Vinayalankara Mawatha 1956 10

Santiago Street Sri Gunanada Mawatha 1952-
3 13

Saunders Court
Wekanda (Jumma Masjid) 
Mawatha

2

School Avenue E S Fernando Mawatha 1967 8

Second Lane Andarewatte 1951 6

Seetupettiyawatte 
Lane

St Judes Mawatha 1966 15

Shoe Road Sri Bodhiraja Mawatha 1967 13

Shorts Road Kumaran Ratnam Road 1956 2

Silversmith Street Srimath Bandaranaike Mawatha 1966 12

Skinners Road 
(North)

George R. de Silva Mawatha 1961 13

Skinners Road 
(South)

Sri Sangaraja Mawatha 10

Sri Wickrema Road
International Buddhist Centre 
Road

1961 6

Srimath D B 
Jayatilleke Mawatha

E W Perera Mawatha 1968 10

Stafford Place Vipulasena Mawatha 1968 10

Stanley Place Piyadasa Sirisena Mawatha 1958 10
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Symonds Road
Baddegama Wimalawansa 
Mawatha

10

Tannery Path Kassapa Road 5

Temple Road Mahawatta Road 14

Thimbirigasyaya 
Road (Part)

Jayaratne Avenue 1958 5

Thirtieth Lane Pedris Lane 1968 4

Thurstan Road
Cumaratunga Munidasa 
Mawatha

1969 3

Tichborne Road J E Gunasekera Avenue 1966 12

Torrington Place Independence Avenue 1966 7

Torrington Square Independence Square 1966 7

Training School Road D S Fonseka Road 1962 4

Trinity Place M D Gunasena Mawatha 1965 12

Turret Road Dharmapala Mawatha 1959 7

Union Place Dr. Colvin R. de Silva Mawatha 2

Vihara Lane Sri Bodhirukkarama Road 1967 6

Vincent Street Abdul Hamid Street 1957 12

Vine Street (North) S D Fernando Mawatha 1966 15

Vine Street (South) Sri Pannananda Mawatha 15

Wall Street St.Benedict’s Street 1965 13

Wanathamulla Road Saranapala Himi Mawatha 1965 8

Wolfendhal Street
Sir Ratnajothi Sarawanamuttu 
Mawatha

1966 13

Zaleski Place K. Abeysekara Mawatha 10
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NE W NAME  OLD NAME
NEW NAME OLD NAME DATE ZONE

Abdul Caffoor Mawatha Pendennis Avenue 3

Abdul Hamid Street Vincent Street 1957 12

Amarasekara Mawatha Dawson Road 5

Ananda Coomaraswamy 
Mawatha

Green Path 7

Ananda Mawatha
Dharmapala Mawatha 
Paranawadiya

1959 10

Ananda Rajakaruna 
Mawatha

Campbell Place 10

Andarewatte Second Lane 1951 6

Arcadia Gardens Rosmead Place (Part) 1966 7

Avissawella Road Low Level Road 14

B J Fernando Rodney Place 1968 8

Baddegama Wimalawansa 
Mawatha

Deans Road 1950 10

Baddegama Wimalawansa 
Mawatha

Symonds Road 10

Bahjathul Asrar Lane Kew Lane 1965 2

Baladaksa Mawatha Lake Road 1965 6

Bambalapitiya Drive Bambalapitiya Road (Part) 1965 4

Baseline Lane Cattle Mart Road 1956 9

Baseline Place Cattle Mart Lane 1956 9

Bauddhaloka Mawatha Bullers Road 1956 7

Bloemendhal Arthur de Silva Mawatha 1956 13

Bloemendhal Road K. Cyril C. Perera 1964 13

Bodhiraja Mawatha Gasworks Street 1969 11

Bodhirajarama Patumaga Kuppiyawatte Lane 1961 9
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C W W Kannagara 
Mawatha

Alexandra Place 7

Chandraleka Mawatha Arbuthnot Street 1961 8

Colombo Plan Road Marine Drive 2011 1-6

Colonel T G Jayawardena 
Mawatha

Clifford Road 1968 3

Cumaratunga Munidasa 
Mawatha

Thurstan Road 1969 3

D M Colombage Mawatha Kirillapone Station Road 6

D R Wijewardene 
Mawatha

McCallum Road 1965 10

D S Fonseka Road Training School Road 1962 4

D S Senanayake Mawatha Baseline Road (2) 1961 8

D S Senanayake Mawatha Kanatte Road 1961 8

Daniels Avenue Pathiba Road (Part) 1960 5

Danister de Silva 
Mawatha

Baseline Road (1) 1965 9

Devanampiyatissa Road Forbes Road 1960 10

Dhammarama Road Kirillapone Canal Bank 6

(Sri) Dharmakirthiyarama 
Road

Albert Road 3

Dharmapala Mawatha Turret Road 1959 7

Dhawalasingharama 
Mawatha

Daniels Road 1956 15

Dr. Britto Babapulle Road Grandpass Road (Part) 1962

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva 
Mawatha

Union Place 2

Dr. E A Cooray Mawatha Forty First Lane 1968 6

Dr N M Perera Mawatha Cotta Road 8

Dr Premasiri Kemadasa 
Mawatha

Guildford Crescent 2010 7
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E S Fernando Mawatha School Avenue 1967 8

E W Perera Mawatha
Srimath D B Jayatilleke 
Mawatha

1968 10

Elvitigala Mawatha Narahenpitiya Road 1961 8

F R Senanayake Mawatha Circular Road 1956 7

Gemunu Patu Mawatha Galkapanawatte Lane 1961 14

George R. de Silva 
Mawatha 

Skinners Road (North) 1961 13

Ghouse Mohideen 
Mawatha

Mosque Lane 2 12

Gnanartha Pradeepaya 
Road

Maradana Road (1) 10

H Joe Perera Mawatha Aluthmawatha Road (Part) 15

Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala 
Nahimi Mawatha

Maligakanda Road 10

Husainiya Street Kuruwe Street 1961 12

I X Pereira Street Butcher’s Street 11

Independence Avenue Torrington Place 1966 7

Independence Square Torrington Square 1966 7

International Buddhist 
Centre Road

Sri Wickrema Road 1961 6

Isipathana Mawatha Greenlands Road 1959 5

J D Fernando Mawatha Mt. Mary Road 1960 10

J E Gunasekera Avenue Tichborne Road 1966 12

Janadhipathi Mawatha Queen Street 11

Jayantha Mallimarachchi 
Road

Mahawatte Road 1990 14

Jayantha Weerasekara 
Mawatha

Drieberg’s Avenue 1961 10

Jayaratne Avenue
Thimbirigasyaya Road 
(Part)

1958 5
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Jethawana Road Layards Broadway (Part) 14

Jinananda Mawatha Ambalama Road 1956 13

(Mudalindu) John Rodrigo 
Mawatha

Modera Lane 1967 15

Joseph Dias Mawatha Aluthmawatha Lane 1965 15

Justice Akbar Mawatha Bridge Street 1967 2

Justice Akbar Mawatha Rifle Street 1967 2

Jubilee Mawatha New Road (Part) 1986 15

K B Christy Perera 
Mawatha

Jampettah Street 1998 13

K Cyril C Perera Mawatha Bloemendhal Road 1964 13

K. Abeysekara Mawatha Zaleski Place 10

Kassapa Road Tannery Path 5

Keppettipola Road Brownrigg Road 1966 5

Khettarama Temple Road Chapel Place 1960 10

Kirthi Lane Kafferman’s Lane 1956 11

Kovil Veediya Captain’s Garden Road 10

Kosala Lane Kaffir’s Lane 1956 11

Kularatne Mawatha Maradana Road (2) 10

Kumaran Ratnam Road Shorts Road 1956 2

Lakshmi Gardens Borella Place 8

Lionel Edirisinghe 
Mawatha

Nugagahawatta Road 5

M D Gunasena Mawatha Trinity Place 1965 12

M J M Laffir Mawatha Messenger Street (1) 1981 10

M Vincent Perera 
Mawatha

Grandpass Road 14

Maha Vidyalaya Mawatha Barber Street 13

Mahakumarage Road Destructor Road 1962 14

Mahawatta Road Temple Road 14
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Malalasekera Mawatha Longden Place 7

Malalasekera Pedesa Longden Terrace 7

Maligawatte Road
Maligawatte Jumma Mas-
jid Road

1957 10

Masjid Jamiah Road Ingram Street 1964 2

Mill Street Messenger Street (2) 10

Mohamed Zain Mawatha Central Road 12

Mohideen Masjid Lane Piachauds Passage 1961 10

Mohideen Masjid Road Piachauds Lane 1956 10

Mudalige Mawatha Baillie Street 1

Muhandiram E D Dabare 
Lane

Mahawatte Lane 1970 5

Muhandiram E D Dabare 
Road

Mahawatte Road 1970 5

Muthuwella Mawatha Mutwal Sreet 1968 13

N H M Abdul Cader Road Reclamation Road 1961 11

N M Ishak Mawatha Dematagoda Road (Part) 1967

Nagaspura Mawatha Destructor Road ?

Navam Mawatha New Road 1987

Professor Nandadasa 
Kodagoda

Norris Canal Road 2009 10

Olcott Mawatha Norris Road 1965 10

Orabi Pasha Mawatha Maradana Road (3) 1983 10

Paramananda Vihara 
Mawatha

Pansala Road 14

Park Avenue Gunasekara Lane 8

Pedris Lane Thirtieth Lane 1968 4

Peiris Mawatha Kongaha Place 1956 15

Perahera Mawatha New Road (Part) 1987 2
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Philip Gunawardena 
Avenue

Reid Avenue 2009 7

Pinto Place Hampden Place 1965 6

(Sri) Piyadarsana 
Mawatha

Lockgate Lane 1959 10

Piyadasa Sirisena 
Mawatha

Stanley Place 1958 10

Poorwarama Road Kirillapone Nugegoda Road 1961 6

Qurashani Maulana Lane Floors Lane 1965 9

R A de Mel Mawatha Duplication Road 1965 3

Rajaguru Sri Subhuti Road
Galle Road to Hampden 
Lane

6

Rajakeeya Avenue Racecourse Avenue 1962

Rajakeeya Mawatha Horton Place (Part) 1962 7

Robert Gunawardena 
Mawatha

Old Quarry Road 1972 6

Ruhunu Kala Mawatha Blake Road 8

S D Fernando Mawatha Vine Street (North) 1966 15

S Mahinda Mawatha Avondale Road

Sangamitta Mawatha Green Street 1956 13

Saranapala Himi Mawatha Wanathamulla Road 1965 8

Seelaratne Lane Aramaya Lane/Cork Lane 1967 9

Sir Baron Jayathilake 
Mawatha

Prince Street 5

Sir Chittampalam 
Gardiner Mawatha

Parsons Road 1962 15

Sir Ernest de Silva 
Mawatha

Flower Road 1957 7

Sir Henry de Mel 
Mawatha

De Mel Street 2

Sirimavo Bandaranaike 
Mawatha

Prince of Wales Avenue 14
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Sir James Peris Mawatha General’s Lake Road 1961 2

Sir Marcus Fernando Road Edinburgh Crescent 7

Sir Mohamed Macan 
Maker Mawatha

Church Road 1961 2

Sir Ratnajothi 
Sarawanamuttu Mawatha

Wolfendhal Street 1966 13

Sri Bodhiraja Mawatha Shoe Road 1967 13

Sri Bodhiraja Pedesa Paradise Place 1967 12

Sri Bodhirukkarama Road Vihara Lane 1967 6

Sri Dhamma Mawatha Campbell Avenue 10

Sri Dharmarama Road Albion Road 1961 9

Sri Gunanada Mawatha Santiago Street 1952-3 13

Sri Jinaratna Road Hunupitiya Lake Road 2

Sri Kathiresan Street Chekku Street 1961 13

Sri Mahinda Dharma 
Mawatha

Perth Road 1967 9

Sri Nigrodharama 
Mawatha

Baseline Avenue 1970 15

Sri Pannananda Mawatha Vine Street (South) 15

Sri Saddharma Mawatha Ingram Road 1957 10

Sri Sambuddhathwa 
Jayanthi Mawatha 

Havelock Road 2011 5

Sri Sangaraja Mawatha Skinners Road (South) 10

Sri Sivananda Veediya Lascaren Street 1967 13

Sri Sugathawansa 
Mawatha

Mill Bank Place 1967 10

Sri Sumanatissa Mawatha Armour Street 1962 12

Sri Uttarananda Mawatha R.A. de Mel  Mawatha 3

Sri Vijiragnana Mawatha Dematagoda Road 1962 9

Sri Wickrema Mawatha Pasbetal Road 1961 15

Srimath Bandaranaike 
Mawatha

Silversmith Street 1966 12
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Srimath Ramananthan 
Mawatha

Korteboam Street 1965 5

St Judes Mawatha Seetupettiyawatte Lane 1966 15

St. Anthony’s Mawatha Kochchikade Street 1956 13

St. Anthony’s Mawatha Kollupitiya Lane 13

St.Benedict’s Street Wall Street 1965 13

(Sri) Sugathodaya 
Mawatha

Jefferson Street 2

T B Jayah Road Darley Road 1961 10

Vajirashrama Mawatha Nathaniels Place 1966 10

Veluvanaramaya Road Dehiwala Canal Bank 1961 6

Veluwana Place Mart Place 1956 15

Veluwana Terrace Mart Terrace 1956 15

Ven Pelpola Vipassi Himi 
Mawatha

Model Farm Road 8

Ven S Mahinda Place Avondale Road 10

Vijaya Kumaranatunga 
Mawatha

Polhengoda Road 1962 5

Vinayalankara Mawatha Ruddes Lane 1956 10

Vincent Square Khettarama Mawatha 1961 14

Vipulasena Mawatha Stafford Place 1968 10

Vithanage Mawatha Ramsay Road 2

Vivekananda Hill Hill Street 1955 13

W A D Ramanayake 
Mawatha

Alston Place 2

W A de Silva Mawatha. High Street 1961 6

Wekanda (Jumma Masjid) 
Mawatha

Saunders Court 2

Wijerama Mawaatha McCarthy Road 1968 13

Zavia Mosque Road Floor’s Passage 1952-3 10
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